
 

 

 

 Notice of Meeting 

A meeting of the Tararua District Council will be held in the Council Chamber, 26 Gordon 
Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 27 October 2021 commencing at 1.00pm. 

 Bryan Nicholson 
 Chief Executive 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Present 

2. Council Prayer 

3. Apologies  

4. Public Forum 

A period of up to 30 minutes shall be set aside for a public forum.  Each speaker 
during the public forum section of a meeting may speak for up to five minutes. 

Standing Orders may be suspended on a vote of three-quarters of those present 
to extend the period of public participation or the period any speaker is allowed 
to speak. 

With the permission of the Mayor, members may ask questions of speakers 
during the period reserved for public forum.  If permitted by the Mayor, 
questions by members are to be confined to obtaining information or 
clarification on matters raised by the speaker.  

5. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

Major items not on the agenda may be dealt with at this meeting if so resolved 
by the Council and the chairperson explains at the meeting at a time when it is 
open to the public the reason why the item was not listed on the agenda and the 
reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent 
meeting. 

Minor matters not on the agenda relating to the general business of the Council 
may be discussed if the chairperson explains at the beginning of the meeting, at 
a time when it is open to the public, that the item will be discussed at that 
meeting, but no resolution, decision or recommendation may be made in respect 
of that item except to refer it to a subsequent meeting. 
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6. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s 
Items of Business 

7. Personal Matters    

8. Confirmation of Minutes  5 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 29 September 2021 (as 
circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

 

9. Any Matters Arising from the Minutes not otherwise dealt with in 
the Agenda  

10. Community Boards and Community Committees Reports 

10.1 Woodville Districts' Vision  12 

Recommendation 

That the reports of the Woodville Districts’ Vision meetings held on 5 October 
2021 (as circulated) be received. 

10.2 Pahiatua On Track/Explore Pahiatua 33 

Recommendation 

That the reports of the Pahiatua On Track/Explore Pahiatua meetings held on 6 
October 2021 (as circulated) be received. 

10.3 Dannevirke Community Board 43 

Recommendation 

That the report of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held on 4 
October 2021 (as circulated) be received. 

 

10.4 Eketahuna Community Board 49 

Recommendation 

That the report of the Eketahuna Community Board meeting held on 11 
October 2021 (as circulated) be received. 

 

Note: Any of the Community Boards and Community Committees may send a 
representative to address the Council on any issues within the agenda 
or matters of interest to them. 
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11. Reports 

11.1 Housing Strategy 2021 Proposed Process for Conclusion 53 

11.2 Road Closure Requested Under the Tenth Schedule of the 
Local Government Act 1974 63 

11.3 Road Closure Requested Under the Tenth Schedule of the 
Local Government Act 1974 75 

11.4 Road Closures Requested Under the Tenth Schedule of the 
Local Government Act 1974 81 

11.5 Staff Report 93  

12. 2022/2023 Draft Annual Plan 

                  Recommendation 

That the following Council workshop briefing sessions dates be confirmed for 
the purpose of undertaking the development of the 2022/2023 Draft Annual 
Plan. 

• 10 November at 1.00pm 

• 23 and 24 November at 9.00am 

• 8 December at 9.00am 

• 26 January at 9.00am 

• 22 and 23 February at 9.00am  

• 9 March at 1.00pm 

13. Portfolio Reports 

Councillors assigned the responsibility to undertake the portfolio for a specific 
activity can report back on any of these matters. 

14. Mayoral Matters  

15. Items Not on the Agenda Accepted in Accordance with the   
Procedure Outlined as per Agenda Item 5     

16. Public Excluded Items of Business 

Recommendation 

 That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 

• Eketahuna wastewater wetland land purchase  

• Civic honour nomination   

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 
the specific grounds under Section 48 (1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 
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General subject matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under 
Section 48 (1) for 
the passing of this 
resolution 

Eketahuna wastewater 
wetland land purchase 

To protect commercial and 
industrial negotiations 

Section (1)(a)(i) 

Civic honour nomination To protect the privacy of 
natural persons 

Section (1)(a)(i) 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48 (1) (a) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or 
interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act or Section 6 or Section 7 
or Section 9 of the Official Information Act 1982, as the case may require, which 
would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting in public are as follows:  

s7(2)(i) The withholding of the information is necessary to enable the local 
authority to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations). 

s7(2)(a) The withholding of the information is necessary to protect the 
privacy of natural persons, including that of a deceased person. 

17. Closure 
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Minutes of a meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council Chamber, 26 Gordon 
Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 29 September 2021 commencing at 1.00pm. 
 

1. Present 

Her Worship the Mayor - Mrs T H Collis, Crs E L Peeti-Webber (Deputy Mayor), 
A K Franklin, S A Hull, C J Isaacson, P A Johns, K A Sutherland, R A Treder and 
S M Wards. 

In Attendance 

Mr B Nicholson - Chief Executive 
Mr R Taylor - Manager - Democracy Services 
Mr R Suppiah - Group Manager - Corporate 
Mr C Chapman - Group Manager - Infrastructure 
Ms T Love - Group Manager - Operations 
Mr M Maxwell - Group Manager - Economic and Community 

Development 
Mr P Wimsett - Manager Strategy and Climate Change 
Ms J McKenzie - Manager - Facilities (until item 11.3) 

Speaker in the public forum and representatives from Sport Manawatu and Bush 
Multisport Trust as outlined 

2. Council Prayer and Tribute to the Late Harold Maxwell (Max) Cooper 

2.1 The Mayor opened the meeting with a Karakia/Council Prayer, and acknowledged 
the passing of Harold Maxwell (Max) Cooper through a tribute and mark of 
respect to his local government service to Eketāhuna County Council and 
Eketāhuna Community Board. 

3. Apologies 

3.1 Nil 

4. Public Forum  

4.1 Three Waters Reform  

4.1.1 Richard Parker spoke on his concerns and scepticism regarding the significant 
difference between Government’s desktop assumption projections and those 
forecast by Council regarding the analysis of costs for the future delivery of Three 
Waters services to the community. 
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4.1.2 In speaking on that matter Richard Parker referred to a scaremongering approach 
being taken by Government, and emphasised the need for any decisions to be 
made democratically by Council in consultation with its communities rather than 
Government forcing implementation of an unacceptable proposed model. 

5. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

5.1 Nil 

6. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s 
Items of Business 

6.1 Cr Peter Johns declared a potential conflict of interest regarding item of business 
11.5 concerning Woodville Art and History Incorporated Society building lease at 
42 Vogel Street in Woodville (as a volunteer worker associated with that project). 

7. Personal Matters  

7.1 Nil 

8.       Confirmation of Minutes 

8.1 That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 8 September 2021 (as 
circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

Crs Hull/Wards Carried 

9. Any Matters Arising from the Minutes not otherwise dealt with in 
the Agenda 

9.1 Nil 

10.      Community Boards and Community Committees Reports  

10.1 Pahiatua On Track 

10.1.1 That the report of the Pahiatua On Track meeting held on 8 September 2021 (as 
circulated) be received. 

Crs Peeti-Webber/Isaacson Carried  

10.1.2 Proposed Dog Park Exercise Area at Rotary Park in Pahiatua 

10.1.2.1 Ben Luders is to make a presentation to Pahiatua On Track regarding the proposal 
to provide a dog park exercise area at Rotary Park funded from private 
sponsorship. 
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10.2 Eketāhuna Community Board 

10.2.1 That the report of the Eketāhuna Community Board meeting held on 13 
September 2021 (as circulated) be received. 

Crs Peeti-Webber/Isaacson Carried  

10.3 Dannevirke Community Board 

10.3.1 There was no meeting of the Dannevirke Community Board held this month due 
to Covid-19 alert level three restrictions resulting in the cancellation of the 
scheduled meeting. 

10.4 Woodville Districts’ Vision 

10.4.1 There was no meeting of Woodville Districts’ Vision held this month due to Covid-
19 alert level three restrictions resulting in the cancellation of the scheduled 
meeting. 

11.        Reports  

11.1 Sport Manawatu Annual Report 2020/2021 

11.1.1 Sport Manawatu Active Communities Manager Brad Cassidy and Tararua 
Recreation Advisor Leah Sole gave a presentation regarding activities and events 
held within the district through Sport Manawatu, including reference to the 
following matters: 

• Introduction and background of new Tararua Recreation Advisor 

• Partnership plan outcomes and highlights focussed on initiatives that 
enable the following objectives 

• Tararua District exceeds the national average for physical activity 

• People have the skills to safely and confidently cycle and walk on our 
active transport network and system 

• Everyone is encouraged to be active by playing and being active in sport 
and recreation facilities across our district 

• Sports and community sport events create social opportunities and 
economic impacts, and delivery of Tararua Sports Awards and involvement 
with Woodville Grand Prix Motocross event 

11.1.2 The team from Sport Manawatu is thanked for the activities and programmes 
they provide to support sport and physical recreation in the district. 

11.2 Bush Multisport Trust Annual Report 2020/2021 

11.2.1 Bush Multisport Trust Chairman Duncan Elliot thanked Council for its ongoing 
support and the good relationship established to assist with maintaining this 
community facility. 
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11.2.2 Cr Raylene Treder in her role as Bush Multisport Facility Manager gave a 
presentation on highlights relating to the Bush Multisport complex, including 
reference to the following matters: 

• Contract outcomes 

• Maximising the number of sporting/non-sporting and community 
activities, and opening of Loose Parts Play Park 

• Maintaining and enhancing the Bush Multisport Trust facility 

• Ensuring Bush Multisport Trust is a financially sustainable organisation 
11.2.3 Appreciation is conveyed to the team behind the Bush Multisport Trust complex 

for their commitment and work in facilitating the management of its operation. 

11.3 Three Waters Reform 

11.3.1 That the report from the Chief Executive dated 22 September 2021 concerning 
the Three Waters Reform (as circulated) be received, and  

That Council endorses the questions and concerns as per Attachment E of this 
report, and requests the Chief Executive to submit these to the Department of 
Internal Affairs and Local Government New Zealand on behalf of the Council, 
and 

That Council requests the Chief Executive to report back to it when further 
information and guidance from Government, Local Government New Zealand 
and Taituara is received on the next steps to be taken regarding this matter. 

Crs Johns/Sutherland                                                                                   Carried 

11.4 Pahiatua Railcar Society Funding Request for the Purchase of Silverfern Railcars 

11.4.1 That the report from the Group Manager - Economic and Community 
Development dated 31 August 2021 concerning the Pahiatua Railcar Society 
funding request for the purchase of Silverfern Railcars (as circulated) be 
received, and  

That Council, recognising this project aligns with the four wellbeing’s in the 
Local Government Act and its Long Term Plan strategic objectives, agree to the 
funding request from the Pahiatua Railcar Society for $60,000 in the form of 
providing a grant as assistance toward the cost of purchasing the Silverfern 
Railcars, and 

That this funding be provided in the current financial year from the Heritage 
Reserve, with the Pahiatua Railcar Society requested to submit in writing six-
monthly progress reports on this project for the information of the Economic 
Development and Marketing Committee. 

Crs Hull/Treder                                                                                              Carried 
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11.5 Woodville Art and History Incorporated Society Building Lease at 42 Vogel 
Street in Woodville 

11.5.1 Cr Peter Johns previously declared a potential conflict of interest regarding this 
item of business, and abstained from discussion and voting on the motion 
concerning that matter. 

11.5.2 That the report from the Manager Strategy and Climate Change dated 17 
August 2021 concerning Woodville Art and History Incorporated Society building 
lease at 42 Vogel Street in Woodville (as circulated) be received, and 

That Council congratulate Woodville Art and History and its volunteers for the 
success in fundraising and its efforts in bringing the former Library and i-SITE 
into a site suitable for an art gallery that Woodville and the district can be proud 
of, and 

That the Chief Executive be authorised to provide a lease to Woodville Art and 
History Incorporated Society for a five-year period commencing 1 September 
2021, with a rent holiday for the first twelve months, and at least a cost 
recovery basis for years two to five. 

Crs Sutherland/Wards                                                                                 Carried  

11.6 Appointment of an Independent Commissioner for the Puketoi Wind Farm 
Application to Extend the Resource Consent Lapse Date 

11.6.1 That the report from the Group Manager - Operations dated 16 September 2021 
concerning the appointment of an Independent Commissioner for the Puketoi 
Wind Farm application to extend the resource consent lapse date (as circulated) 
be received, and  

That pursuant to Sections 34A, 125 and 127 of the Resource Management Act 
1991, Council delegate to Certified Independent Commissioner Paul Rogers the 
necessary functions, powers and duties to consider and determine the 
application from Mercury Energy to extend the lapse period for the resource 
consent and change or cancel consent conditions on application by the consent 
holder for the Puketoi Wind Farm. 

Crs Johns/Treder                                                                                           Carried 

11.7 Council Controlled Organisation Exemption for Manawatu - Whanganui Local 
Authority Shared Services 

11.7.1 That the report from the Group Manager - Corporate dated 13 August 2021 
concerning a Council Controlled Organisation exemption for Manawatu-
Whanganui Local Authority Shared Services (as circulated) be received, and  

That Council provide an exemption to Manawatu-Whanganui Local Authority 
Shared Services from being a Council Controlled Organisation granted under 
Section 7(5) of the Local Government Act 2002 for the period of 1 July 2019 to 30 
June 2022. 

Crs Hull/Sutherland                                                                                       Carried 
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11.8 Remissions of Excess Water Charges 

11.8.1 That the report from the Group Manager - Corporate dated 21 September 2021 
concerning remissions of excess water charges (as circulated) be received, and 

That the typographical error in the remissions of excess water charges policy be 
amended through paragraph 12.7 stating delegation is provided to 
management to approve remissions of up to 100% in accordance with the policy, 
thereby correctly reflecting Council’s intent to provide such discretion for those 
decisions to be made by staff as an operational matter. 

Crs Hull/Isaacson                                                                                          Carried 

11.9 Audit and Risk Committee 

11.9.1 That the report of the Audit and Risk Committee meeting held on 17 August 
2021 (as circulated) be received. 

Crs Wards /Johns                                                                                          Carried 

11.10 Staff Report 

11.10.1 Mangaone Valley Road 

11.10.1.1 Mangaone Valley Road is still closed due to a large dropout, and some enabling 
works are being undertaken to alleviate land movement. 

11.10.1.2 Geotechnical testing of the area will occur to assist in identifying repair options, 
and the intention is to initially open one lane until emergency works can be 
programmed early next year to restore the damaged section of the road. 

11.10.2 Dannevirke Water Supply 

11.10.2.1 Splits have been identified in the liner of the Dannevirke impounded water supply 
resulting in the loss of water, and work is being undertaken to repair the 
damaged sections of the liner. 

11.10.3 Blockages in the Wastewater Networks 

11.10.3.1 Wet wipes being disposed of down the toilet are causing blockages in the 
wastewater networks, including one at Ranfurly Street pump station in 
Dannevirke. 

11.10.4 Building Consents 

11.10.4.1 The national shortage of building materials has resulted in the level of building 
consents received slowing as a consequence of its impact on the ability for some 
types of work to be undertaken. 

11.10.5 Staff Movements 

11.10.5.1 It is noted that Council has experienced an annual staff turnover rate from 1 July 
2021 of 9.4%. 
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11.10.5.2 Chief Executive Bryan Nicholson is requested to ascertain if information could be 
provided to compare this staff turnover rate to previous years. 

11.10.6 Power Outages Caused By Severe Wind Weather Event 

11.10.6.1 Discussion is to occur with Powerco regarding the lack of communication with its 
customers in the southern part of the district affected with power outages of one 
to three days caused by the severe wind weather event on 10 September 2021. 

11.10.7 That the report from the Chief Executive dated 21 September 2021 concerning 
an update on key projects and items of interest to the Council (as circulated) be 
received. 

Crs Franklin/Johns                                                                                        Carried 

12. Portfolio Reports 

12.1 Nil 

13. Mayoral Matters  

13.1 Mayor and Councillors Report 

13.1.1 A copy of the Mayor and Councillors September report is tabled, and the 
information set out in that document is circulated for reference as an attachment 
to the agenda relating to these minutes. 

13.1.2 Matters included in the Mayor and Councillors report are as follows: 

• Passing of Harold Maxwell (Max) Cooper, JP retired 

• Bead and proceed epic workshop on the seventeen United Nations 
sustainable development goals 

• Opening of the Dannevirke Bowling Club season, Ross Shield tournament 
and Tararua College sporting highlights 

• Infometrics Institute of Directors presentation by Brad Olsen to Chamber 
of Commerce after five’s event 

• Letters of support, condolences and visits 

• Events attended by the Mayor 

• Councillors portfolio reports 

• Wairarapa Times Age column by the Mayor 

14.        Items Not on the Agenda 

14.1 Nil 

There being no further business the Mayor thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 3.19pm. 

 ____________________________  

 Mayor 
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                                                  Dannevirke Community Board 

Minutes of a meeting of the Dannevirke Community Board held in the Council Chamber, 26 
Gordon Street, Dannevirke on Monday 4 October 2021 commencing at 1.00pm. 
 

1. Present 

Board Members P F Walshe (Chairperson), T J Hynes (Deputy Chairperson), 
W R Macdonald, K P Spooner-Taylor and Cr E L Peeti-Webber (Council appointed 
Community Board member). 

In Attendance 

Mr R Taylor - Manager - Democracy Services 
 

2. Apologies 

2.1 Nil 

3.        Public Forum 

3.1 Nil 

4. Personal Matters  

4.1 Nil 

5. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

5.1 Nil 

6. Confirmation of Minutes  

6.1 That the minutes of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held on 2 August 
2021 (as circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

Hynes/Macdonald Carried  

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes 

7.1 Wackrow Memorial Youth Award   (Item 7.1) 

7.1.1 Arrangements have been made to reschedule the Wackrow Memorial Youth 
Award presentation function, and this will be held tomorrow evening at 7.00pm 
in the Hub. 
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7.1.2 As Covid-19 alert level two restrictions apply the event is subject to compliance 
with the required protocols, and attendance is limited to a maximum of one 
hundred people 

7.2 Dannevirke Spring Festival    (Item 7.2) 

7.2.1 Dannevirke Spring Festival calendar of events has been impacted due to Covid-19 
lockdown and subsequent level two restrictions regarding the maximum size of 
public gatherings. 

7.2.2 No events were held in September, but some parts of the programme are 
intended to proceed this month with consideration given to their arrangements. 

7.2.3 Dannevirke Art Society is holding a mini art exhibition from 8 to 13 October 2021, 
with the venue changed to the former Baywide bank building on the corner of 
High and Barraud Streets. 

7.2.4 Dannevirke Floral Art Group is holding its FloraNZa floral art exhibition on 16 and 
17 October 2021 in the Rawhiti Lodge Hall. 

7.2.5 Tararua Federation of Women’s Institute has cancelled their craft show which 
was to be held this month, and the Alzheimers New Zealand Dannevirke memory 
walk has been postponed until a date to be determined early next year. 

7.2.6 Chairperson Board Member Pat Walshe is coordinating the arrangements to 
promote the Board’s Dannevirke market day held in High Street on 22 October 
2021 (being the Friday prior to the public holiday for Labour Day). 

7.2.7 There are various open days planned to be held on 16 October 2021, and board 
members are encouraged to support these and other events that will occur as 
part of the Spring Festival calendar for October and November. 

7.3 Community Forum Coffee Mornings    (Item 7.3) 

7.3.1 The suggestion made at the Board’s community forum coffee mornings to make 
disc golf equipment available in the Dannevirke Lower Domain is to be followed 
up to consider a trial and the cost involved. 

7.3.2 Chairperson Board Member Pat Walshe will discuss the concern relating to High 
Street pedestrian crossings at the next Tararua District Road Safety Group 
meeting, along with the condition of footpaths poorly reinstated following the 
laying of broadband fibre in town. 

7.4 Food Secure Communities Project    (Item 3.1) 

7.4.1 An update is to be requested from Emma Elliott regarding progress with 
undertaking the Food Secure Communities project for the Tararua District. 

8. Tararua District Council Report  

8.1 That the minutes of the Council meetings held on 8 September 2021 (as 
circulated) and 29 September 2021 (as tabled) be received. 

Macdonald/Spooner-Taylor Carried  
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8.2 Three Waters Reform 

8.2.1 Council has provided information to the community about the Government’s 
Three Waters Reform and questions raised with them regarding that matter. 

8.2.2 The community can share its thoughts with Council on the reform so it is able to 
carefully consider what is best for the district. 

8.2.3 That engagement is a first step so that Council can understand the initial concerns 
of residents, and there will be formal community consultation undertaken after 
the Government releases more information prior to the end of this year. 

8.2.4 At this time Council has not made any decision on its intentions regarding any 
particular direction to take in respect of the Government’s proposal. 

8.3 Dannevirke Water Supply 

8.3.1 Splits have been identified in the liner of the Dannevirke impounded water supply 
resulting in the loss of water, and work is being undertaken to repair the 
damaged sections of the liner. 

 

9. Reports from Board Representatives Appointed to Organisations and 
Assigned Responsibilities  

9.1 Dannevirke Brass Band 

9.1.1 Board Member Kim Spooner-Taylor reported Dannevirke Brass Band held their 
Annual General Meeting, and this included a tribute to the late Gwen Fairbrother 
to acknowledge her support given to the band. 

9.1.2 The band appreciate the support they receive from Council and the Board, and 
have developed a Facebook page and are updating their uniforms. 

9.1.3 The band is holding an open day on 16 October 2021 from 10.00am to 12noon in 
the Band Rooms, and board members are invited to attend. 

9.2 Tararua Emergency Management Committee 

9.2.1 Board Member Kim Spooner-Taylor reported on the Tararua Emergency 
Management Committee meeting held on 12 August 2021. 

9.2.2 It is to be trialled splitting the Emergency Management Committee into two 
groups, being response and welfare.  This will enable constructive planning for 
any future events is achieved easier with small groups, and annually the two 
committees shall come together for a combined hui. 

9.2.3 Rural Support Trust is meeting increasing expectations regarding situations 
impacting on individual’s mental health, and animal welfare situations are a high 
priority. 

9.3 Tararua Community Youth Services 

9.3.1 Deputy Chairperson Board Member Terry Hynes reported Tararua Community 
Youth Services were able to provide support to youth throughout the period of 
Covid-19 lockdown, with them drawing on their previous experience of operating 
at that alert level. 
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9.3.2 Tararua Community Youth Services Annual General Meeting is held on 14 October 
2021 at 12noon in their Gordon Street premises. 

9.4 Dannevirke Chamber of Commerce 

9.4.1 Deputy Chairperson Board Member Terry Hynes reported Dannevirke Chamber of 
Commerce held their Annual General Meeting last week.  It is planning to arrange 
more after five’s meetings to promote and profile the operations and activities of 
local businesses in the town. 

9.5 Dannevirke Community Vehicle Trust 

9.5.1 Deputy Chairperson Board Member Terry Hynes reported Dannevirke Community 
Vehicle Trust Annual General Meeting is held on 6 October 2021 at 7.00pm in the 
Tararua REAP meeting room. 

9.5.2 The community vehicle service has currently been suspended due to changed 
Covid-19 alert levels, and consideration is to be given as to when the service will 
resume and be available for bookings. 

9.6 Dannevirke Information Centre 

9.6.1 Board Member Ross Macdonald reported Dannevirke Information Centre held 
their Annual General Meeting, and there were no changes to the membership of 
the management committee. 

9.6.2 Dannevirke Information Centre is relatively quiet at this time in terms of business 
and visitors, and problems with the operation of the electronic information sign 
on the Town Hall were investigated and rectified. 

9.7 Dannevirke and District A and P Association 

9.7.1 Board Member Ross Macdonald reported Dannevirke and District A and P 
Association Annual General Meeting was rescheduled, and will be held on 14 
October 2021 at 5.30pm in the A and P Showgrounds lounge. 

9.8 Wheel Park Project 

9.8.1 Board Member Cr Erana Peeti-Webber reported the feasibility study for the 
Dannevirke multisport complex is to be received this week and presented to 
Council to consider future intentions regarding that project. 

9.8.2 This will enable Dannevirke Recreation and Play Committee to determine the 
direction for the way forward to plan the design and proposed location of the 
wheel park facility. 
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10.        Correspondence 

 
10.1 That the correspondence as listed be received. 

a) Dannevirke Host Lions Club                                                        13 August 2021 
Re: Installation of electric barbecue at the Dannevirke Lower Domain 

 
b) Dannevirke Chamber of Commerce                                          24 August 2021 

Re: Dannevirke Christmas parade 
 

c) Dannevirke Combined Indoor Bowling Clubs                  13 September 2021 
Re: Thanks for supporting IHC indoor bowling tournament 

 
d) Senior Constable Maxine Walshe School Community Officer Tararua  

Re: School Patrol Treat 2021                                               23 September 2021 
 
Macdonald/Spooner-Taylor Carried  

10.2 Dannevirke Host Lions Club Electric Barbecue at the Dannevirke Lower Domain 

10.2.1 Deputy Chairperson Board Member Terry Hynes declared a conflict of interest 
concerning this item of business, and abstained from discussion and voting on the 
motion regarding that matter. 

10.2.2 That the Board confirm its intention to undertake as a joint local community 
project in conjunction with Dannevirke Host Lions Club the purchase and 
installation of an electric barbecue at the Dannevirke Lower Domain at an 
estimated cost of $11,500 (GST inclusive), and 

That the Board acknowledge the financial contribution of $4,500 and voluntary 
labour provided by Dannevirke Host Lions Club to undertake this project, with 
the balance of the costs involved to be funded by the Board from its 
discretionary funds. 

Macdonald/Spooner-Taylor Carried  
10.3 Dannevirke Police School Community Officer Tararua - School Patrol Treat 2021 

10.3.1 That the sum of up to $524.90 be granted from the Board’s discretionary funds 
to acknowledge the work of Dannevirke South and Huia Range Schools children 
which operate their school patrols and act as road safety wardens, and 

That this funding is made available to enable the annual school patrol treat to 
be provided through paying for swims, ice blocks and hire of the inflatable toy 
at Tararua Aquatic Community Trust swimming pool facility, and to purchase 
sausages, sauce and bread from New World for a barbecue lunch. 

Hynes/Macdonald                                                                                        Carried 

11.       Chairperson’s Remarks 

11.1 Dannevirke 150th Anniversary 

11.1.1 Arrangements will need to be considered early next year for the community 
concert to be held as an event to recognise the occasion of Dannevirke’s 150th 
anniversary. 
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11.1.2 This involves musicians Douglas Mews, Robert Ibell and Rowena Simpson who 
have toured extensively around New Zealand, and a date for arranging the 
community concert shall be determined and advised to them to enable the event 
to be confirmed. 

12. Items Not on the Agenda  

12.1 Rumours of a Managed Isolation and Quarantine Facility in Dannevirke 

12.1.1 Rumours on social media that a Dannevirke motel had been purchased to 
establish a managed isolation and quarantine facility in Dannevirke are incorrect, 
and Hawke’s Bay Today Dannevirke News reporter Leanne Warr has dispelled 
them following investigating that matter. 

12.2 Carnegie Centre 

12.2.1 Demolition of the Carnegie Centre cannot proceed until consent is granted for 
that purpose, and as a heritage building the process will involve consultation with 
Heritage New Zealand in relation to Council’s intentions. 

 

There being no further business the Chairperson thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 2.00pm. 

 ___________________________  

 Chairperson 
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                                               Eketāhuna Community Board 

Minutes of a meeting of the Eketāhuna Community Board held in the Eketāhuna War Memorial 
Hall, corner of Jones Street and State Highway 2, Eketāhuna on Monday 11 October 2021 
commencing at 10.00am. 
 

1. Present 

Board  Members C C Death (Chairperson), S C McGhie  (Deputy Chairperson),       T  
M Carew, D F Clifton and Cr R A Treder (Council appointed Community Board 
member). 

In Attendance 

Mr R Taylor - Manager - Democracy Services 

Speakers as outlined in item 5 regarding parking on Alfredton Road 

2. Apologies 

2.1 Nil 

3. Personal Matters  

3.1 Nil 

4. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

4.1 Nil 

5. Parking on Alfredton Road (Brought Forward on the Agenda) 

5.1 Skye White spoke on her request submitted to the Board as correspondence in 
today’s meeting agenda regarding concerns about the limited parking on 
Alfredton Road when picking up children from Eketāhuna School and attending 
events. 

5.2 The current parking is only on Albert Street which is not nearly enough, and 
people are constantly parking on the berm along Alfredton Road near the Albert 
Street entrance. 

5.3 This situation is a safety issue in respect of potential risks caused by the lack of 
parking, and also from a visibility perspective. 
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5.4 Skye White asked the Board to support seeking action from Council to turn some 
of the berm along Alfredton Road into car parks, and for a budget to be provided 
next year to enable that work to be undertaken as soon as possible. 

5.5 Everlyne Chase also shared her concerns regarding the current lack of parking 
available on Alfredton Road in the vicinity of Eketāhuna School, and urged the 
Board to seek this situation be addressed to help bus drivers when transporting 
children in that area. 

5.6 Skye White will provide letters from the Eketāhuna School principal and Board of 
Trustees adding further support to improve the availability of parking along 
Alfredton Road to ensure children can safely be picked up from Eketāhuna 
School. 

5.7 Board members conveyed their support for options to be progressed to alleviate 
the concerns raised regarding parking arrangements on Alfredton Road by 
Eketāhuna School through making the berm area suitable for vehicles to park 
safely. 

5.8 Deputy Chairperson Board Member Steen McGhie will speak on this matter at 
the forthcoming Tararua District Road Safety Group meeting this week. 

5.9 A request will be made to include this matter on the agenda of the October 2021 
Works Liaison Committee workshop briefing session if possible. Otherwise it be 
referred to the following month for discussion at their next meeting, with Council 
appointed Community Board member Cr Raylene Treder to outline these 
concerns for consideration and follow up. 

6. Confirmation of Minutes 

6.1 That the minutes of the Eketāhuna Community Board meeting held on 13 
September 2021 (as circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of 
the meeting. 

McGhie/Carew Carried  

7. Matters Arising from the Minutes  

7.1 Nil 

8. Tararua District Council Report  

8.1 That the minutes of the Tararua District Council meeting held on 29 September 
2021 (as circulated) be received. 

Clifton/Carew Carried  

8.2 Three Waters Reform 

8.2.1 Council has provided information to the community about the Government’s 
Three Waters Reform and questions raised with them regarding that matter. 

8.2.2 The community can share its thoughts with Council on the reform so it is able to 
carefully consider what is best for the district. 
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8.2.3 That engagement is a first step so that Council can understand the initial concerns 
of residents, and there will be formal community consultation undertaken after 
the Government releases more information prior to the end of this year. 

8.2.4 At this time Council has not made any decision on its intentions regarding any 
particular direction to take in respect of the Government’s proposal. 

8.3 Power Outages Caused By Severe Wind Weather Event 

8.3.1 Discussion is to occur with Powerco regarding the lack of communication with its 
customers in the southern part of the district affected with power outages of one 
to three days caused by the severe wind weather event on 10 September 2021. 

 

9. Reports from Board Representatives Appointed to Organisations and 
Assigned Responsibilities  

9.1 Nil 

10. Correspondence 
 
10.1 That the correspondence as listed be received. 

a) Skye White                                                                              20 September 2021 
Re: Parking on Alfredton Road 
 

b) Pūkaha National Wildlife Centre 
Re: Sponsor a hectare acknowledgement certificate 

 
c) Kerry and Loreen Cunningham 
       Re: Eketāhuna Camping Ground September report 

Treder/McGhie Carried 
  

10.2 Pūkaha National Wildlife Centre 

10.2.1 Pūkaha National Wildlife Centre postponed its open day that was to be held on 17 
October 2021, with the rescheduled date for this event being 13 February 2022. 

10.2.2 Funding has been secured through Jobs for Nature to enable Pūkaha National 
Wildlife Centre to undertake pest management work towards establishing safe 
habitats for its native wildlife. This will be done in conjunction with support from 
local farmers having adjoining properties in the vicinity of that area. 

11.       Chairperson’s Remarks 

11.1 Electric Vehicle Charging Station in Eketāhuna  

11.1.1 Agreement has been reached with ChargeNet New Zealand to occupy the road 
and footpath in Haswell Street to install as soon as practical an electric vehicle 
charging station facility in Eketāhuna.  



 

Page 52 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 27 October 2021 

11.2 Armistice Day 

11.2.1 Arrangements are to be progressed for the Armistice Day service held in 
Eketāhuna on 11 November 2021. 

12. Items Not on the Agenda  

12.1 Nil 

 

There being no further business the Chairperson thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 10.35am. 

 

 

 

 ___________________________  

 Chairperson  
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Report 

Date : 20 October 2021  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Peter Wimsett 
Manager Strategy & Climate Change  

Subject : Housing Strategy 2021 Proposed Process for Conclusion  

Item No : 11.1 

 

1. Recommendation 

That the report from the Manager Strategy and Climate Change dated 20 
October 2021 concerning the Housing Strategy 2021 proposed process for 
conclusion (as circulated) be received, and 

That Council agree the following process be followed to develop a Housing 
Strategy for the district: 

a. Council considers a draft Housing Strategy at the Strategy and Policy 
Committee workshop on 10 November 2021. 

b. Make any changes based on the above discussion and aim to present a draft 
for adoption at the Council meeting held on 24 November 2021. 

c. Combine consultation with the District Strategy process or Annual Plan 
2022/2023 process, whichever is the best solution. 

d. Adjust the Housing Strategy to reflect the District Strategy, should that be 
necessary. 

e. Ensure finalised Housing Strategy actions are confirmed where necessary in 
the Annual Plan (or Long Term Plan) process to reflect the resources actually 
possible in the short-term. 

f. Undertake financial modelling for more pensioner units over the next few 
months, with a separate workshop discussion that leads to the 2022/2023 
Annual Plan process. 

And that Council note progress has been made through to stage 2 of the 
Infrastructure Acceleration Fund for the potential development of two 
identified areas in Pahiatua South and the former Pahiatua Hillcrest School 
site for development of new housing and infrastructure investment. 
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Executive Summary 

The Council Housing Strategy is currently being drafted and will now be presented in 
November for Council consideration.  This strategy is intended to provide guidance on the 
nature and extent of Council’s ongoing involvement in the housing sector.  While the 
strategy itself can be finalised at the discretion of Council, some items (such as increased 
resources) will need to be consulted upon and included for budgetary purposes in either an 
Annual Plan or Long-Term Plan.  These planning processes can be used for community 
consultation and Council adoption where required, rather than a separate consultation 
process within ongoing Covid-19 restrictions. 

In a development and linked to housing and growth, Council has been advised by Kainga Ora 
that Council’s two Expressions of Interest for developing infrastructure in south Pahiatua 
and to the former Pahiatua Hillcrest School site can be fast-tracked to the second RFP-stage 
(request for proposal) of the Infrastructure Acceleration Fund.  Grants applied for total $8.5 
million with a gross cost of $12.2m.  This will require Council to submit supporting 
documents by 17 December 2021 and will require considerable staff time.  This is an exciting 
opportunity and could open up Pahiatua to further development and growth, while 
addressing flood zones and stormwater management.   

Although not certain to be approved, it would showcase how smaller towns in New Zealand 
can help manage the national demand for more housing and give an alternative to big cities, 
as a new international trend, “urban–rural” drift, takes hold. 

2. Reason for the Report 

• To advise Council that it is intended for a draft Housing Strategy to be presented 
to the November 2021 Council meeting.   

• To advise the progress through to stage 2 of the Infrastructure Acceleration Fund 
for two identified areas in Pahiatua. 

3. Housing Strategy – Process and Issues 

• Overall Strategy Development 

Council is preparing a Housing Strategy as part of an overall strategic development 
that includes the District Strategy (aspirational) and the Growth Strategy (how 
Council will meet the infrastructure and planning issues to support forecast 
growth).   
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The Housing Strategy is focused on the role Council will aim to play in the future 
provision of housing across the Tararua, and clearly define the current housing 
issues and the impacts these have on the wider community. 

Council is developing a District Strategy to set the aspirational direction for the 
district’s communities.  This top-level strategy should drive all other Council 
strategy and policy development.   

The District Strategy has been delayed by Covid restrictions on meeting numbers 
and the public being focused on the pandemic.  Adopting the Housing Strategy 
now runs the real risk that it will not ‘fit’ with the subsequent District Strategy 
framework.  We may have to run through an amendment type process and redo 
the Housing Strategy.  While this is true for all strategy it is the Housing Strategy 
that is up for adoption now.  The wording needs to be consistent otherwise 
confusion arises during consultation with the community and subsequent 
implementation by staff as to the linkages between strategies and plans. 

. 

 

• The draft Housing Strategy progress 

• A Housing Needs Assessment was completed by June that involved meeting 
many key community stakeholders across the district that are involved with 
community and private housing.   

• A discussion document was prepared drawing on the Housing Needs 
Assessment 

• Council had a workshop on the discussion document on 29 September.  The 
workshop gave these directions: 

Housing Needs 
Assessment

Draft Housing 
Strategy and 
Action Plan –

where we want 
to be in 2030

Funding - Annual Plans 
and 2024 Long Term 

Plan

Implementation 
and monitoring

Housing Trends 
and Impacts
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• Increasing Council owned pensioner unit numbers – while continuing 
to be self-funding 

• Move to being a proactive ‘enabler’ in housing development 

• Not to be directly involved in providing social housing 

• Not to be directly involved in development (a developer) in general 
housing 

The indicated timeline was for a draft Housing Strategy to be on the Council 
agenda of 27 October for adoption.  A consultation plan was to be included with 
the intention of seeking public feedback about the housing issues and the role that 
Council should undertake in response to them.  This would then feed into the 
Annual Plan budget (for resourcing), and the Growth Strategy / District Plan review 
in terms of Council activities. 

The Housing Strategy does not have a significant impact on the Growth Strategy / 
District Plan review as Council will not be a major factor in supply no matter what 
role is taken.   

While shifting to being an enabler can and should influence the speed and location 
of some development this has to occur within the rules set by the District Plan.  
These rules will not change in the short-term. 

• Alignment of Consultation  

Given the difficulty with safe consultation during COVID-19, the housing strategy 
can still be adopted by Council and components that require community feedback 
can be included into the Annual Plan process. This will reduce confusion and align 
Council’s overall strategic focus. 

If adopted now Council will need to consult with the public for feedback on many 
of the potential Housing Strategy actions.  At the same time, Council is deciding 
how to proceed with the District Strategy.  There will also be consultation in 
March / April 2022 on the Annual Plan (see #3 below).  There is an opportunity to 
run some of the processes together to have clarity, maximise impact and minimise 
costs and time. 

• Resource Pressures 

Council is facing serious pressures on budgets and staff time.  Inflation is 
significantly impacting many Council activities and threatening levels of service 
delivery.   It is likely that Council will be faced with some very hard choices around 
service levels, risks, rates and aspirations in the 2022/23 Annual Plan process.  The 
international energy crisis now gripping many countries in the face of strong post-
COVID-19 recovery and growth is flowing through to New Zealand in very real 
ways. 

As per the diagram above, the plan was to seek some additional resource to help 
deliver the Council Housing Strategy.  The initial thinking was that this was to 
resource engaging with landowners, developers, iwi and other agencies.    
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A new staff resource to act as the key contact / coordinator for large development 
consents is also being envisaged. 

Any new resource would be considered as part of the 2022/23 Annual Plan.  We 
are already aware of numerous cost issues that will result in the Annual Plan being 
one that requires consultation.  Council would be able to better consider the 
different priorities for new resources as part of the Annual Plan process. 

The practical impact of this is that there is no real urgency in adopting a Housing 
Strategy right now, as there will be no additional resources until July 2022 at the 
earliest.   Council staff noted the directions from the 29 September housing 
strategy workshop.  Any development opportunities, such as the Infrastructure 
Acceleration Fund or specific proposals from Kainga Ora, can be brought to 
Council for action / decisions.  
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• Pensioner Unit Increases 

The desire / direction to increase pensioner units quickly is not held up by delaying 
the Housing Strategy.  The 2021 Long Term Plan has Council increasing the 
pensioner unit activity in year 5 ($900,000 capital).   Council can bring this forward 
and invest in more units in 2022/23 if it wishes to, as long as the activity continues 
to be self-funding.  This was the direction from the workshop on 29 September – 
so this does not need the Housing Strategy to proceed. 

What it does need is some modelling work to see if borrowing within the activity is 
financially feasible while still being self-funding.  This will be an issue for the 
2022/23 Annual Plan and can be consulted on as part of that.  To be clear - if it is 
self-funding then Council does not need to consult on the issue (unless we are 
talking about a significant increase in units that has a material impact on Council 
debt levels). 

The initial view is that it will require rent increases for the activity to remain 
prudently self-funding.  Building and land costs have increased significantly – but 
this is what will be considered as part of the Annual Plan process. 

Another issue that would be raised in the draft Housing Strategy is what is the 
objective for Council in expanding the number of pensioner units – and whether 
alternative options (such as funding support for Abbeyfield type developments) 
would be a more efficient way to achieve these objectives.  Discussion on these 
issues can be done in the Strategy and Policy Committee workshop on 10th 
November. 

4. Suggested Process 

The District Strategy should be done first, or at least at the same time as the 
Housing Strategy.  However, staff understand the need for Council to respond to 
the housing crisis in Tararua and that Government is incentivising progress 
through grant processes and direct intervention in the market by Kainga Ora and 
through Housing Urban Development. 

Given the issues raised above the flowing as follows is raised as a possible way 
through: 

a. Council considers a draft Housing Strategy at the Strategy and Policy 
Committee workshop on 10th November.  

b. Make changes based on this and aim to present the draft for adoption at 
Council meeting on 24th November. 

i. Combine consultation with District Strategy process or Annual Plan 
2022/23 – whatever is the best solution. 

ii. Adjust the Housing Strategy to reflect District Strategy, should it be 
necessary 
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iii. Ensure finalised Housing Strategy actions are confirmed where 
necessary in the Annual Plan (or Long-Term Plan) process to reflect the 
resources actually possible in the short-term. 

c. Undertake financial modelling for more pensioner units over the next few 
months, with a separate workshop discussion that leads to the 2022/23 
Annual Plan process. 

 

5. Kainga Ora - Infrastructure Acceleration Fund 

• Grant Application Made 

Consistent with Council’s intent to help facilitate and address the current Tararua 
District housing shortage, and without expectation, Council registered its interest 
with Kainga Ora in August 2021 as part of the Infrastructure Acceleration Fund to 
develop two areas in Pahiatua.  The applications totalled $8.5 million, the majority 
for Pahiatua South.  If successful, this will be another major project not currently 
in the Council work programme. 

These locations are residential land in the south of Pahiatua and at the former 
Pahiatua Hillcrest School were selected because they met the criteria of funding 
for areas requiring Council infrastructure development to support development of 
more than 30 houses.  The fund does not allow for infrastructure on private land 
which remains the responsibility of developers. 

Most vacant residential areas in the district allow smaller numbers of infill 
housing, have existing Council infrastructure or would not meet District Plan 
requirements for infill housing.  The Tararua has a large quantity of infill housing 
options within existing residential boundaries before town boundaries may need 
reviewing as part of future District Plan reviews. 

Kainga Ora set out a two-stage process for applications: 

• In stage one, all applicants were invited to provide an expression of interest 
(EOI) with high level information on the housing development and the 
eligible infrastructure projects enabling the housing development (Proposal). 

• In stage two, following an assessment of the Proposal submitted at the EOI 
stage against the evaluation criteria, a reduced number of applicants have 
now been invited to submit a full proposal in response to an RFP (at which 
point a collective approach for applicants under the programme approach 
will be applied).  Of the 200 applicants totalling $5 billion of the $1 billion 
fund, 80 have made it through to this 2nd stage. 

Tararua District Council have now been advised that we meet the fast-track 
process, one of a small number of first-stage proposals that can progress quickly 
to final investment decisions.  The timetable is that Council must submit a more 
detailed proposal on 17 December 2021. 
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The proposal will require installation of new water, stormwater, wastewater, 
roads, footpaths, streetlights and other infrastructure on Council land or with 
easements (not developers).   

The Pahiatua South cost is estimated at $10.6 million with $7.7m grant, while 
Pahiatua was $1.46m with $0.77m grant.  The balance of cost will have to come 
from Council, including options to use depreciation reserves for some works and 
will go through consultation once confirmed through the Kainga Ora process. 

• Pahiatua South 

• Potential for up to 120 new house sites (600 square metre sections). 

• Cost estimate $10.6m; suggested grant application $7.7m. 
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• Former Pahiatua Hillcrest School 

• Potential for up to 50 new house sites (400 square metre sections). 

• Cost estimate $1.46m; suggested grant application $0.77m. 

 

 

6. Conclusion 

This suggested process will give some direction for Council around housing in the 
interim, while aligning strategic development and consultation processes. 

It is exciting that Pahiatua may become eligible for infrastructure investment.  This 
will reduce some risk associated with flooding and increasing climate risk for the 
town.  It will also work in with iwi aspirations with the potential for Rangitāne o 
Tamaki nui-a-Rua Inc. to develop areas around the Marae and at their Treaty of 
Waitangi settlement land at the (beautifully sited) former Pahiatua Hillcrest School 
site. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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Report 

Date : 20 October 2021  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Hamish Featonby 
Asset Manager  

Subject : Road Closure Requested Under the Tenth Schedule of the Local 
Government Act 1974  

Item No : 11.2 

 

1. Reason for the Report 

1.1 Dannevirke Car Club has made application for a road closure for Otaria Road, 
Dannevirke on Saturday 11 December 2021.  This closure has been requested 
under the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974. 

1.2 In accordance with the Act, consultation with the Police has been undertaken.  
The Police have indicated they have no concerns.  No public objections have been 
received in response to advertising placed in the Bush Telegraph on Monday 13 
September 2021. 

 

2. Recommendation 

That the report from the Alliance Asset Manager dated 20 October 2021 concerning a 
road closure application under the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974 (as 
circulated) be received, and 

That pursuant to Section 342 (1) (b) and the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, Council closes the following road for the purpose of allowing Dannevirke Car Club 
to hold a motorsport event. 

Road name:  Otaria Road, Dannevirke 

Date of closure:  Saturday 11 December 2021 

Period of closure:  9.00am to 6.00pm 
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Conditions Applied to the Granting of this Road Closure 

1. That Tararua Alliance in conjunction with the organiser will assess 
shortly prior to this event the condition of the road involved to 
determine its suitability for this purpose. 

2. That if Tararua Alliance identify the road as being in an unsuitable 
condition arising from this assessment then they have the discretion to 
request the organiser to withdraw the road from the route of this 
event. 

3. That shortly after the event has been held the Tararua Alliance shall 
carry out a drive over of the road that was closed for this event to 
assess its condition. 

Advisory Note 

That should the Council incur any additional maintenance costs as a consequence of the 
event then those expenses shall be recovered from the event organiser. 

 

 

 

Attachments 

1⇩. Application for Temporary Road Closure- Dannevirke Car Club 
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Report 

Date : 20 October 2021  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Hamish Featonby 
Asset Manager  

Subject : Road Closure Requested Under the Tenth Schedule of the Local 
Government Act 1974  

Item No : 11.3 

 

1. Reason for the Report 

1.1 Rotary Club of Pahiatua has made application for a road closure for Main Street, 
Pahiatua on Saturday 4 December 2021.  This closure has been requested under 
the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974. 

1.2 In accordance with the Act, consultation with the Police has been undertaken.  
The Police have indicated they have no concerns.  No public objections have been 
received in response to advertising placed in the Bush Telegraph on Monday 20 
September 2021. 

 

2. Recommendation 

That the report from the Alliance Asset Manager dated 20 October 2021 concerning a 
road closure application under the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974 (as 
circulated) be received, and 

That pursuant to Section 342 (1) (b) and the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, Council closes the following road for the purpose of allowing the Rotary Club of 
Pahiatua to hold a market day and Christmas parade. 

Road name:  Main Street, Pahiatua 

Date of closure:  Saturday 4 December 2021 

Period of closure:  3.00pm to 8.30pm 
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Conditions Applied to the Granting of this Road Closure 

1. That Tararua Alliance in conjunction with the organiser will assess 
shortly prior to this event the condition of the road involved to 
determine its suitability for this purpose. 

2. That if Tararua Alliance identify the road as being in an unsuitable 
condition arising from this assessment then they have the discretion to 
request the organiser to withdraw the road from the route of this 
event. 

3. That shortly after the event has been held the Tararua Alliance shall 
carry out a drive over of the road that was closed for this event to 
assess its condition. 

Advisory Note 

That should the Council incur any additional maintenance costs as a consequence of the 
event then those expenses shall be recovered from the event organiser. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩. Application for Temporary Road Closure - Rotary Club of Pahiatua - 04 Dec 2021 
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Report 

Date : 20 October 2021  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Hamish Featonby 
Asset Manager  

Subject : Road Closures Requested Under the Tenth Schedule of the Local 
Government Act 1974  

Item No : 11.4 

 

1. Reason for the Report 

1.1 Woodville Districts’ Vision has made application for road closures on Saturday 11 
December 2021.  These closures have been requested under the Tenth Schedule 
of the Local Government Act 1974. 

1.2 In accordance with the Act, consultation with the Police has been undertaken.  
The Police have indicated they have no concerns.  No public objections have been 
received in response to advertising placed in the Bush Telegraph on Monday 27 
September 2021. 

 

2. Recommendation 

That the report from the Alliance Asset Manager dated 20 October 2021 concerning a 
road closures application under the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 1974 (as 
circulated) be received, and 

That pursuant to Section 342 (1) (b) and the Tenth Schedule of the Local Government Act 
1974, Council closes the following roads for the purpose of allowing Woodville Districts’ 
Vision to hold a Christmas parade and Christmas festival event. 

Road name:  Vogel Street, Woodville 
Date of closure:  Saturday 11 December 2021 
Period of closure:  11.30am to 12.30pm 
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Road name:  Fergusson Street, Woodville 
Date of closure:  Saturday 11 December 2021 
Period of closure:  10.30am to 12.30pm 

Road names:  Bowen, Ormond, Pollen and Ross Streets, Woodville 
Date of closure:  Saturday 11 December 2021 
Period of closure:  7.00am to 3.00pm 

Conditions Applied to the Granting of these Road Closures 

1. That Tararua Alliance in conjunction with the organiser will assess 
shortly prior to this event the condition of the roads involved to 
determine their suitability for this purpose. 

2. That if Tararua Alliance identify any road or roads as being in an 
unsuitable condition arising from this assessment then they have the 
discretion to request the organiser to withdraw such road from the 
route of this event. 

3. That shortly after the event has been held the Tararua Alliance shall 
carry out a drive over of the roads that were closed for this event to 
assess their condition. 

Advisory Note 

That should the Council incur any additional maintenance costs as a consequence of the 
event then those expenses shall be recovered from the event organiser. 

 
 

Attachments 

1⇩. Application for Temporary Road Closure - Woodville Districts Vision - 11 Dec 2021 
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Report 

Date : 20 October 2021  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Bryan Nicholson 
Chief Executive  

Subject : Staff Report  

Item No : 11.5 

 

1. Recommendation 

1.1 That the report from the Chief Executive dated 20 October 2021 concerning an 
update on key projects and items of interest to the Council (as circulated) be 
received. 

 

 

Reason for the Report 

This report is to update the Mayor and Councillors on key projects and items of interest over 
the period 22 September 2021 to 18 October 2021. 
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Infrastructure Group 

General 

Staff continue to work hard to deliver business as usual activities, to meet service level 

expectations of residents and other service users, as well as progress various projects and 

respond to central government changes. 

The eight-week period, through August and September, for local government to assess and 

analyse Government’s proposed three waters service delivery model before providing 

feedback has now ended. Feedback was sent to Hon Nanaia Mahuta, Department of Internal 

Affairs and Local Government New Zealand. The sector now awaits information from 

Government regarding further details, and possible changes, for the proposed model which 

will support engagement with communities and a recommendation to be provided on 

whether Tararua District Council should opt-in or opt-out. Whilst it is acknowledged that the 

status quo will not continue, due to significant changes in the legislation and regulation 

associated with three waters, there are significant questions and concerns about the 

proposed model that are currently unanswered. 

Government’s Water Services Bill “will implement the Government's decision to 

comprehensively reform the drinking water regulatory system, with targeted reforms to 

improve the regulation and performance of wastewater and stormwater networks”. Taumata 

Arowai have been established as New Zealand’s water regulator and will administer the 

regulatory framework set out in the Bill. It is expected, but not yet quantified, that 

investment levels will need to increase to meet the requirements of the new Bill and 

Taumata Arowai’s reporting needs, otherwise the risk of enforcement through fines will be 

high. 

There are various projects underway to improve the understanding of Tararua’s three 

waters infrastructure, with improvements to information on asset inventory, condition and 

performance expected. Projects will also determine gaps in what the district has now versus 

what will be required in the future (including estimated associated investment levels) to 

meet legislative requirements and to accommodate an increasing population. Whether 

Government’s proposed reform goes ahead or not, Tararua will be in a better position to 

meet future requirements. 

Renewing resource consents for wastewater discharge and water take will continue over the 

short-medium term. New wastewater discharge consents for Pahiatua and Eketahuna have, 

as anticipated, included far more stringent requirements for discharge quality and ongoing 

environmental monitoring than what was required in previous consents. This is expected to 

continue when other consents are renewed. 

With so much work happening in the three waters space, across the country, the demand for 

staff and suppliers is extremely high. Currently Council has advertised positions for a 

Wastewater Treatment Team Leader, which is proving hard to fill and has been readvertised, 

and a Land Development Engineer. Additional roles will be advertised in the coming months.  
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Transportation 

Operations and Maintenance  

Unsettled spring weather creating damage and disruption to the road network during 
September, where the Tararua District saw wind gusts of around two hundred kilometres 
per hour. During the first half of the month the team responded to over 110 weather related 
incidents, including large fallen trees temporarily closing roads and surface flooding. Staff 
worked with Horizons Regional Council and Scanpower to respond effectively to the event, 
with field staff receiving positive feedback and gratitude from several residents for their 
quick response.  

It was evident that the roadside tree removal project completed in 2019/2020, with funding 
from the Provincial Growth Fund, has resulted in a much more resilient route from 
Dannevirke to Waione via Weber. These sections of road have historically had numerous 
closures due to fallen trees, however this was minimal in the recent event.  

    
Tree clearing during/following high wind 

Business as usual activities continued despite the disruption from weather events. Road 
inspectors and patrolmen travelled 3,477 km of roads, assessing, recording and repairing 
faults. The urban road sweeper truck covered 107km of our urban network.  

Vegetation control is in full swing with spraying of urban and rural roadsides. Roadside 
trimming is being completed, with three hundred kilometres of the heavy vegetation cut 
programme already carried out – largely in the north of the district. The frequency of this 
activity has been increased, which will see a heavy vegetation cut completed at least every 
two years. Road users should see an improved level of service as a result of this.  

A summary of works completed during September is shown below. 
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Summary of completed works in September 

Renewals and Improvements 

Forward works programmes were reviewed following the most recent lockdown and the 
team is working hard to minimise the impact of lost time. The pavement resurfacing 
programme and pavement rehabilitation programmes are confirmed and investigation and 
design work underway. A significant portion of the pavement rehabilitation programme is on 
Nikau Road, which has deteriorated significantly following the closure of the Manawatu 
Gorge. Improvements will also be made on the route to improve safety and reduce the 
future rate of deterioration. 

Investigation and design work also continues on the Huarahi Tuhono – Weber to Wimbledon 
(Route 52 upgrade) project, to support the continuation of physical works. Unsealed sections 
of this route are being prepared for sealing when weather allows, including site near Franklin 
Road and areas between Wimbledon and the boundary with Central Hawke’s Bay.  
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2021/22 pavement resurfacing programme 

Emergency works  

Over and above initial response to weather events, good progress continues to be made 
with planned emergency works sites. The large tie back wall on Ormondville TeUri Road, 
which included significant drainage improvements, is now complete. Testing and design 
work continues at the dropouts on Mangaone Valley Road, Arthur Street and Mangahei 
Road.  

Work at the dropout on Mangaone Valley Road has continued to try and stabilise the 
surrounding land and prevent further movement. A spring was identified, which likely 
contributed significantly to the dropout being caused. Subsoil drainage improvements are 
expected to improve land stability, enabling the road to open to light vehicles while a 
permanent repair is designed and constructed. 
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Ormondville Te Uri Tie back wall prior to sealing   Geotechnical testing at Mangahei Road 
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3Waters  

Reticulation Operation and Maintenance 

The team has been kept relatively busy responding to several leaking water pipes and tobys. 
It’s positive that members of the public continue to call these into Council when they see 
them. 

A blockage in the sewer main in Main Street, Pahiatua, was identified and investigated 
during September. Once the main was cleared, CCTV inspection was complete and 
confirmed that tree roots have entered the pipe at the lateral connections. No interfits were 
installed along this section when it was historically relined, allowing tree roots to get into the 
main. Periodic root cutting will be required until the main is replaced in the future. 

An old wooden power pole servicing the wastewater pump station at the Ormondville fire 
station in Ormondville was identified as being at risk of collapse. Replacement of the pole 
has been arranged.  

A crew will soon be working in Queen Street, Dannevirke, where they will be completing 
wastewater pipe repairs, manhole replacement and fixing tomos. These tomo repairs and 
manhole install must be done to enable access to the pipe for future relining. The sewer 
main is currently in poor condition with tree roots entering through cracks. The relining work 
is programmed for early in the new year once the water table recedes and weather is more 
suitable. 

Six water meters are planned to be tested and, if required, replaced in the near future. 
These were identified as not functioning during the recent meter-reading round. 

Treatment Plant Operation and Maintenance 

Periodic heavy rainfall continues to put increased demand and pressure on several 
wastewater treatment plants, through the impact of inflow and infiltration, resulting in 
occasional overflows. While ongoing repairs and renewal to the wastewater reticulation 
network address some of this, anecdotal evidence suggests that a significant proportion of 
stormwater entering the wastewater network does so via residential connections and 
wastewater laterals (the pipe between the house and Council’s main). This has been 
identified as a priority opportunity for improvement and will be a focus over coming years. 

Reticulation Renewals 

The watermain renewal in Swinburn Street, Dannevirke, has been cut-in, changed over and 
is now live. A lack of valves within the surrounding reticulation was identified during this 
project, so the opportunity was taken to install two extra sluice valves. These valves will help 
to minimise the number of affected properties during any future shutdowns. 

The new main in Waterloo Street, between Swinburn Street and McPhee Street is being 
disinfected and tested. While awaiting test results from the laboratory, construction of the 
next section of new main, between McPhee Street and Allardice Street continues.  
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Before (left) and after (right) of a new sluice valve being installed on the Swinburn street watermain  

     
Installation of a tapping band (left), pipe bedding and warning strip (centre) and trench backfilling (right)  

Water Supply & Demand Management 

Whilst repairs to identified leaks have been completed at the Dannevirke impounded supply 
(raw water storage dam), it is believed there is still an additional leak. Staff are working with 
contractors to confirm and repair these as soon as possible. Unfortunately, this is a complex 
issue not easy to rectify and is taking longer than expected. 

Initial works at the Pahiatua Weir, which supports Pahiatua’s water system, have been 
completed. Staff have been working with Horizons Regional Council to ensure the immediate 
environmental concerns are alleviated, while minimising the risk on the water supply. 
Further investigation, design and construction is required for the weir, infiltration gallery, 
and embankments damaged during winter storms. 

Staff have received several calls from residents around Norsewood and Ormondville 
concerned about their ability to secure water this coming summer.  
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These residents are typically rural and on their own water supply (i.e. rooftop into tank), but 
have called on the local fire brigade to top up their tanks in summers gone by, a service no 
longer being provided. Staff have also supported a number of people enquiring about the 
regulations to transport and supply others with water, who are typically referred to Ministry 
of Health’s Guidelines for the Safe Carriage and Delivery of Drinking Water. 

Improving water demand management for all seven of Council’s water supply networks is an 
area of focus. Significant work has gone in to monitoring where treated water is going and 
further opportunities for improvement will be addressed. Anecdotally it is thought that a 
significant proportion of the water, in some schemes, is being used in rural areas historically 
and/or illegally connected to the networks. Addressing these and reducing the associated 
water consumption will reduce cost, will minimise the risk of water restrictions being applied 
to urban water users, and will support the township’s populations to grow without risk of 
running out of water. Alternate/increasing water sources will also be investigated. 
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Facilities     

Solid Waste 

Procurement planning for Council’s largest Waste and Recycling Services Contract is 
currently underway. This is planned to be advertised to the market in the coming months, 
for a contract start date on 1 July 2022.   

Cemeteries 

Niches from the section of Columbarium Wall which collapsed at the Mangatainoka Pahiatua 
Cemetery have now been relocated to the Pahiatua Service Centre Meeting Chamber. 
Various staff volunteered to assist with the move, as well as a representative from the 
Pahiatua Marae who blessed the sites before and after the relocation was completed. A 
structural assessment of the remaining sections of wall has been completed and planning is 
underway for improvements to these, as well as replacement of the damaged wall. 

Land 

As shared in August’s Works Liaison Committee workshop the licence, land and property 
lease templates have been legally reviewed and updated. An internal review of Council’s 
process was completed to ensure consistency and timeliness of securing new licences and 
leases.  

The following have been assigned this month: 

• Eketahuna Plunket Rooms Lease 

• Dannevirke Aerodrome Lot 5 Lease 

• Dannevirke Aerodrome Lots 2 and 3 Lease (transferred) 

• Mangatainoka Recreation Reserve Licence (currently advertised) 

Parks & Reserves 

Tackling spring vegetation growth is a key focus for parks and reserves contractors, with wet 
ground conditions requiring careful scheduling of mowing activities.  

In addition to routine maintenance work at the Upper and Lower Domain, drains have been 
cleared and further storm blown branches have been removed. The deer fence that was 
damaged as part of the redwood limb falling has been repaired. 
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Upper Domain Spring Garden Beds 

Campgrounds 

The building consent for the installation of the septic tank at Carnival Park Campground has 
been approved, currently awaiting approval from Horizons Regional Council.  Once approval 
is received the tank will be installed without delay.  

Public Buildings & Conveniences 

The District Cleaning Services Contract has been awarded to Professional Property Cleaning 
Services Ltd (PPCS), with their contract commencing on 1 October. 
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Tararua Alliance 

Customer Management 

 

Performance Dashboard - September 

KRA Name Frequency Comments 

PEOPLE RESULTS 

Alliance Team 

Safety 
Monthly 

14 Safe Behaviour Conversations (SBC) were reported, 
which is low due to lockdown  

Workplace 

Health 
6 Monthly 

Loss time injuries (LTI)   0  

Medical treated injuries (MTI) 0 

Environmental incidents   0 

Near Miss Reported                         2 
 

CUSTOMER 
RESULTS 

Timely 
Communications 

Monthly 
96% and 98% of customer requests were responded to 
for transportation and 3Waters respectively within 
three days  

Effective 
Communication 

Monthly Customer satisfaction was 4.4 out of 5 
 

Minimise Operational 
Impacts 

3 Monthly One compliment received, regarding rural grading 
 

SOCIETY RESULTS 

Compliance with 
TMP 

Monthly 

• 6 traffic management sites were audited 

• 9 Before-U-Digs were received and 
processed 

• 29 corridor access requests were received, 
processed and approved 

 

Zero Harm – 
Environment 

Monthly No environmental issues to report.  
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Other 

Staff have been working with local iwi and arranged for a mobile vaccine centre to come to 
the Oringi business park over the coming weeks to assist with vaccinating staff for COVID-19, 
who otherwise would struggle to get to a medical centre during the week. They will visit 
Oringi for two consecutive Mondays and will return in early December for follow up 
vaccinations. 
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Operations Group 

Regulatory 

Building Services 

Quality Management System 

The building team held their monthly Building Consent Authority (BCA) Operational Meeting 
with Quality Manager, Steve Mazey. No significant changes have been made to the quality 
management system.  

IANZ will be conducting an accreditation assessment between the 9th and 12th November, this 
is a bi-annual requirement to ensure that the BCA are following the correct procedures in 
the quality manual. 

Building Consents 

This month, Council received 34 building consent applications. Of those applications, 4 were 
for new dwellings. The total value of building work for consents issued was $3.34m. 

Table – Applications for Dwellings by Location 

Location 
(Valuation Area) 

Total 

2017/18 

Total 

2018/19 

Total 

2019/20 

Total 
2020/21 

From 1 
July 

2021 

Dannevirke 18  24  27  43  10  

Rural 12  16  15  25  6  

Urban 6  8  12  18  4  

Woodville 12  7  13  12  3  

Rural 4  4  4  6  1  

Urban 8  3  9  6  2  

Pahiatua 13  8  23  31  5  

Rural 11  3  10  16  0  

Urban 2  5  13  15  5  

Eketahuna 3  5  1  13  0  

Rural 3  2  0  7  0  

Urban 0  3  1  6  0  

TOTAL 46  44  64  99  18  
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Table – Building Consent and Inspection Statistics 

Category Total 

2018/19 

Total 

2019/20 

Total 

2020/21 

From 1 July 
2021 

No. of Applications Received 393  401  479  95  

No. of Applications Processed 381  377  465  96  

% Processed within Time 86.6%  92.3%  73.5%  69%  

Total Value 15.8M  $27.8M  $38.7M  $15.08m  

No. of Inspections Requested 978  1,137  1,608  306  

No. of Inspections Performed 1,375  1,715  2,104  452  

 

Staffing 

Council have received resignations from the three remaining building officers, including the 
team leader. These positions will be covered in the interim by an external provider to 
continue Council’s levels of service to the community. Council have been advertising for 
Building Control Officers at all levels over the last few months but have unfortunately been 
unsuccessful in its recruitment efforts. A vacancy for Team Leader Building Services will be 
advertised this week. The senior administrator position has been filled, as well as parental 
leave cover for the building consent administrator.  

Animal Control  

Annual Dog Re-registration 

Out of a total of 6,620 (known) dogs in the Tararua District, 6,028 are currently registered. 
This means 592 dogs are not registered (9%). 

Dog Attacks 

Table – Reported Dog Attacks by Type and Location 

Location Dogs Poultry Stock Cat People Total 

Ind/Com Nth Ward       

Ind/Com Sth Ward       

Non-Rateable       

Rural North Ward   1   1 

Rural South Ward 2     2 

Road or No Property 
Address 

      

Urban North Ward       

Urban South Ward       

TOTAL 2  1   3 
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Environmental Health and Licensing 

Alcohol Licenses 

No licensing applications have required a public hearing.  

There have been no appeals to the Alcohol Regulatory licensing Authority. 

Environmental Health 

No actions of note for the Environmental Health team.  

Illicit Dumping 

Table – Reported Illicit Dumping by Location 

Location Total 

2018/19 

Total 

2019/20 

Total 

2020/21 

From 1 July 
2021 

Ind/Com Nth Ward 10 16 11 6 

Ind/Com Sth Ward 6 9 2 3 

Non-Rateable 6 6 20 1 

Rural North Ward 3 5 3 5 

Rural South Ward 6 2 1 2 

Road or No Property Address 91 105 74 5 

Urban North Ward 4 6 7 3 

Urban South Ward 8 3 5 1 

TOTAL 134 152 123 26 

 

District Planning 

Resource Consents 

Table – Applications for Subdivision by Location 

Location 
(Valuation Area) 

Total 

2017/18 

Total 

2018/19 

Total 

2019/20 

Total 

2020/21 

From 1 
July 

2021 

Dannevirke 22 18 44 48 31 

Rural 19 16 34 37 23 

Urban 3 2 10 11 8 

Woodville 7 9 13 25 7 

Rural 4 2 6 15 6 

Urban 3 7 7 10 1 

Pahiatua 13 15 22 35 17 

Rural 10 10 13 26 11 

Urban 3 5 9 9 6 
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Location 
(Valuation Area) 

Total 

2017/18 

Total 

2018/19 

Total 

2019/20 

Total 

2020/21 

From 1 
July 

2021 

Eketahuna 5 6 7 13 5 

Rural 4 6 7 11 3 

Urban 1 0 1 2 2 

TOTAL 47 48 86 121 60 

 

Table – Resource Consent Statistics 

Category Total 

2018/19 

Total 

2019/20 

Total 

2020/21 

From 1 July 
2021 

No. of Applications Received 72 101 135 60 

Subdivision 49 85 121 41 

Land Use 23 16 14 19 

No. of Applications Processed 73 91 112 35 

Subdivision 52 73 104 32 

Land Use 21 18 8 3 

% Processed within Time 98.6% 93.4% 91.1% 97.6% 
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Programmes and Projects Office 

Aften Court Pensioner Units  

Purpose: To increase the supply of pensioner units in Dannevirke by six. Improve Aften Court 
operating efficiencies. Decrease the housing shortage for pensioner units and boost 
employment as part of local Covid-19 Recovery Plan. 

Overall Status: Building work in progress. Roofing completed before August lockdown. 
Despite not having oversight from a full-time project manager, construction has proceeded 
well. Due to numerous delays, expected completion date is March 2022 or later. 

Time Status: August COVID-19 lockdown has delayed construction heavily, which has now 
resumed at Level 2 with COVID precautions in place. Ongoing material shortages will affect 
projected timeline considerably. 

Risk Status: Material shortages risks continued delays to the timeline. Piping and wiring have 
been installed before completion of exterior. Poses some risk of theft/vandalisation of site. 

Next Steps: Complete construction. Conduct formal handover of asset to Council. 

Dannevirke Dog Pound  

Purpose: To improve the quality and efficiency of operation at the Dannevirke Dog Pound.  

To ensure the health and safety of both site users and impounded animals. To meet animal 

housing safety guidelines laid out by MPI and the SPCA. 

Overall Status: Budget has been approved for flooring, security, ventilation, landscaping and 

water upgrades. Contractors have been engaged and will be followed up with to confirm 

timelines. Details still needed for security landscaping and barrier construction.  

 Time Status: Timeline for full project not yet confirmed. Flooring to be completed 

throughout November.  

Risk Status: The COVID lockdown in August and subsequent outbreaks put timeline at risk. 
No work may take place above Level 2. Project has already suffered delays due to this and 
may be delayed again with further alert level increases. 

Next Steps: Reconfirm scope of work with Working Group. Update project plan depending 
on outcome. Flooring upgrade completed. Reach out to previously engaged contractors to 
confirm availability. Begin procurement process for engineering and landscaping work. 

Dannevirke Water Treatment Plant Upgrade 

Purpose: To upgrade the Water Treatment Plant in order to meet the National Drinking 
Water Standard of New Zealand. To ensure a high standard of service for the public. 

Overall Status: The overall programme consists of upgrades to 3 Water Treatment Plants. 
The project is tracking positively, and the Alliance has proven valuable in the start-up of the 
Dannevirke Water Treatment Plant upgrade. Civil works and the upgrade design have now 
been completed and pre-commissioning is currently underway.   
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The project has had 2-week time impact following Covid-19 restrictions throughout August 
2021. 

Time Status: The timeframe is dependent on contractor availability and has been 
communicated to DIA for completion in March 2022. The project remains on schedule and is 
expected to be completed by the end of October 2021. 

Risk Status: The current resurgence of Covid-19 and lockdown has added a delay of two 
weeks to the project, we have re-commenced under alert level 3. The project was able to 
recover 1 week lost due to the delay. 

Next Steps: Pre– commissioning has started. FAT (Functional testing) has been pushed out to 
mid– September). Await the final commissioning of the plant from the Filtec team (October 
2021). Await the handover to TDC operators (October 2021). 

Woodville Water Treatment Plant Upgrade  

Purpose: To upgrade the Water Treatment Plant in order to meet the National Drinking 
Water Standard of New Zealand. To ensure a high standard of service for the public. 

Overall Status: The overall programme consists of upgrades to 3 Water Treatment Plants. 
The civil works officially began at Woodville on 9th August 2021 and is expected to be 
completed by 14th October 2021 (Weather permitting). The installation of the upgraded 
equipment will start once the Dannevirke equipment has been installed (22 October 2021). 

Time Status: The timeframe is dependent on contractor availability and has been earmarked 
for completion in March 2022. A resurgence of Covid-19 and lockdown has added a 3-week 
delay to the programme. The team was able to recover 1 week after being allowed to work 
under alert level 3. 

Risk Status: Contractor availability, the current resurgence of COVID-19 and lockdown is the 
biggest threat to delivery. Also delays of certain filters and equipment shipped from 
overseas. These delays will have an impact on costs which will push the project over budget. 

Next Steps: Obtain an engineer’s sign off for the gabion retention wall currently being built. 
Expected commissioning date is end– November 2021. Equipment upgrade is scheduled for 
mid-October 2021. Electrical variations will increase plant performance. 

Eketahuna Water Treatment Plant Upgrade  

Purpose: To upgrade the water treatment plant in order to meet the National Drinking 
Water Standard of New Zealand. To ensure a high standard of service for the public. 

Overall Status: The overall programme consists of upgrades to 3 Water Treatment Plants. A 
design for Eketahuna Water treatment Plant has been submitted to TDC. TDC has assessed 
the design and we acknowledge that the design requires additional equipment to meet 
drinking water compliance if a long-term rain event does occur or flooding. A design option 
has been selected and approved by the principles group. The design requires significantly 
more funding but will prove to provide the infrastructure required in Eketahuna. 
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Time Status: A design option has been selected to ensure that the Eketahuna plant is 
upgraded to meet compliance. The end result will be a similar plant operation to Woodville 
which will ensure compliance to Drinking Water Standards in extreme weather events and 
the ability to future proof. The design process has been for peer review. The project is 
expected to conclude in March 2022. 

Risk Status: Contractor availability, the current resurgence of COVID-19 and lockdown 
remains a threat to delivery. Long lead items put the timelines at risk. Delays to Dannevirke 
and Woodville WTP’s due to Covid-19 has also negatively impacted the delivery of 
Eketahuna WTP upgrade. The biggest risk at this stage remains an increase to scope which is 
required to meet compliance. 

Next Steps: Finalise plant upgrade design documentation. Finalise Civil Design– WSP 
Engineers have presented a draft (sign-off expected after WLC discussion). Peer review of 
design - Has been sent for peer review (feedback expected 15 October 2021). Finalise the 
budget for Eketahuna WTP upgrade. 

Growth Management Strategy – Phase 1 - Assessment 

Purpose: To develop Phase 1 of the Tararua District Growth Management Strategy. The 
project will focus on the discovery and analysis of information, statistical modelling data in 
consideration of community aspirations and residential growth. The primary outcomes for 
the initial phase of the 3-year project will be: Assimilation of a detailed growth forecasting 
assessment for input to Phase 2 which will see the delivery of a draft spatial plan. 

Overall Status: The project remains on schedule to deliver. A briefing was presented to the 
Works Liaison Committee in September and a workshop facilitated with Evergreen 
consultants to plan for the next tranche of Sprint activities. This tranche includes 
consolidation of information relating to: Land suitability and use assessments, land service 
capacity and completing a strategy development plan approach that considers intersection 
of the District, Growth, Housing, and Infrastructure Strategies. 

Time Status: Phase 1 is anticipated for completion by June 2022 noting there are resource 
and key stakeholder dependencies. 

Risk Status: Key risks concern the availability of expert support resources, sequencing of 
other Council strategies with the Growth Strategy. 

Next Steps: The detailed project plan will be revised to reflect the scope and show the 
interactions with other Council strategic initiatives. District Strategy, District Plan and the 
Housing development strategy are underway. Presentation to the Strategy and Policy 
Committee is to be drafted for the November workshop. Collaboration with Horizons 
Regional Council and Central Hawke’s Bay meetings will be facilitated by the project. Project 
plan, Gantt chart, work breakdown structure, product descriptions, critical path, key task 
management are ongoing. Information gathering relative to land suitability assessments will 
begin.  
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Huarahi Tūhono – Weber to Wimbledon (Route 52 Upgrade) 

Purpose: The Provincial Growth Fund funded upgrade of 26km of Route 52 between Weber 
and the Central Hawke’s Bay boundary. To engage targeted workers to support the 
economy’s recovery from Covid-19. 

Overall Status: With bridge reports identifying that the bridges between Weber and the 
Central Hawke’s Bay boundary are capable of supporting HPMV/50MAX vehicles, one of the 
larger financial risks has now diminished. With greater certainty over the budget, the 
engineering team have commenced on the “non-structural” bridge design work - abutment 
protection and general repairs and maintenance— from the bridges. The savings from not 
having to upgrade the bridges have been reallocated as contingency sum until the full list of 
minor bridge works is completed before it is reallocated to other activities throughout the 
site. Overall, of the 76 individual sites identified, progress of design is ahead of schedule. 

Time Status:  Work is on-track to meet the deliverables required for the next Provincial 
Development Unit payment (Dec ‘21). 

Risk Status: We are focusing on refining the full scope of work across the entire 26kms which 
allows us to determine if the initial budget allocation across the 76 sites is appropriate. 
Preliminary designs for the 4 “Major Pavement Packages” which have a combined budget of 
$3.1M are in advanced stages of design. We expect these to be completed by Dec ’21 (ahead 
of schedule) which in turn will allow us to confirm the final budget allocation across the 
project. 

Next Steps: Confirm suitability of local aggregate. Complete detailed designs and costings for 
Major Packages 1,2,3,4. Complete Section 1, 2 Isolated improvements (Wimbledon Gorge to 
Central Hawke’s Bay boundary). Surface Franklin Road Area Wide Pavement Treatment. Due 
date for above works 15th Dec ‘21 

Dannevirke Service Centre Earthquake Strengthening 

Purpose: To improve the seismic strength rating of the Dannevirke Service Centre building to 
meet the national building standard of 34%. To ensure a safe environment for staff and the 
public. 

Overall Status: The building consent is 95% complete and staff relocation planning is in the 
first phase of planning. There will be disruption to the public via customer services 
potentially being moved, this will be communicated well in advance. Procurement is 50% 
complete to bring a contractor onboard for physical works. 

Time Status: The RFT (Request for tender) went live in August, the end date for tenderers to 
respond is 22nd October. We have had site visits from potential contractors as per the 
procurement strategy. Once the RFT process has concluded we will have a better 
understanding of timeframes due to contractor availability and building material availability. 
Supply chain disruption to construction materials is currently being investigated. 

Risk Status: Contractor availability, the current resurgence of COVID-19 and lockdown is the 
biggest threat to delivery as it has pushed out procurement.  
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The budget will need to be reassessed once the monitoring and control respondent has had 
an opportunity to scope project requirements– this is in process. 

Next Steps: Feedback received is that the building consent will be issued in the coming 
weeks. The project plan will need to be updated to reflect construction dates and adjusted 
budgets. This will be done once a contractor has been onboarded. Tender evaluation will 
take place– it is expected that a contractor will be selected in early November 2021. 

Pahiatua Town Hall Library Earthquake Strengthening 

Purpose: To improve the seismic strength rating of the Pahiatua Town Hall library to meet 
National Building Standards. To ensure a safe environment for staff and the public. 

Overall Status: The Pahiatua Town Hall Library was identified in early 2021 as a building that 
required a seismic assessment to ensure continuous compliance with the National Building 
Standard around seismic strengthening. Council went out to procurement for the 
assessment and Strata Group Engineering submitted the successful quote. The detailed 
seismic assessment (DSA) was completed, and the building has been rated at 10% NBS (High-
Risk) especially the Library area. 

Time Status: We have provided the go ahead to the engineer to create the preliminary 
upgrade design for both a 34% and 67% NBS to determine which design package we will aim 
to build towards, upon which we would have 7 years to complete the actual strengthening 
work. The budget for this work was set in Year 2 of the Long Term Plan. The timeline below 
is indicative estimates at this stage and is expected to change once a decision has been 
reached around the preferred NBS%. The upgrade design is due on 15 October 2021. 

Risk Status: Contractor availability, the current resurgence of COVID-19 and lockdown is the 
biggest threat to delivery. The budget will need to be reassessed once the upgrade design 
engineer has had an opportunity to scope project requirements. Construction materials are 
in short supply in New Zealand and will be managed according to stock availability. 

Next Steps: Await upgrade design package – due 15 October. Report to Council to get a 
decision on % NBS to build towards. Pre– procurement planning. Create a Project 
Management Plan. 

Dannevirke Multisport Complex 
Purpose: Complete a needs assessment to identify any lack or over supply of existing 
facilities (spaces and places) as well as identify existing and future community need for 
recreation and sport programmes or services. Complete a feasibility study to assess the 
viability of the proposal for a Dannevirke Multisport Complex. 

Overall Status: Council initiated the Request for Quote process and have appointed the 
consultant (Global Leisure Group) to deliver the needs assessment and feasibility study. 
Community engagement workshops and one on ones have been completed. GLG have 
presented the draft report to the Council Executive Leadership Team. 

Time Status: Additional time required to complete issues and options analysis and site 
analysis. Project still on track to be delivered on time. Below is updated timeline with 
consultant. 
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Risk Status: Lack of compromise either between sporting codes and/or community could 
cause project delay if resistant code were to not come on board and their involvement is 
seen as required. 

Next Steps: GLG to review report with Mayor and Councillors. GLG then to finalise report for 
Sport NZ Peer Review (1 month to review). PMO to conduct project close out and planning 
for next stage of project. 

3 Waters Systems Master Planning 

Purpose: Develop a master planning framework to provide three waters infrastructure to 
continue servicing the existing community and to service growth. 

Overall Status: The Request for Proposals was advertised during the first week of 
September. 

Time status: The quantum of the work that has to be undertaken in the available timeframe 
is challenging.   

Risk Status: The timeframe to complete the project by end of March ’22 is compressed, and 
external suppliers may not have the necessary capacity to complete the work in time. It is 
possible that insufficient external capacity exists to complete the work by the end of March 
2022. 

Next Steps: Request for proposals close 8 October. Review tenders and award contract.  

Water Pipe Sampling and Testing 

Purpose: Condition assessment of water supply pipes. 

Overall Status: No issues identified – tracking accordingly.  

Time Status: The project remains on target for completion by March 2022, currently 
estimated final reports will be released January 2022. 

Risk Status: The project is reliant on updated technology now due to be released by the last 
week of October 2021.  The fieldwork cannot be carried out under lockdown conditions 
while there are restrictions moving across Auckland level 3 to level 2. 

Next Steps: Programme due to commence 1 November — AC and metallic pipes. Survey 
completion Tuesday 16th November 2021. Data to be sent for analysis as collected.  

  



 

Page 116 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 27 October 2021 

Customer Services 

On 31 August 2021, the Tararua District went back into Covid level 3.  This was similar to the 
Covid level 4 lock down as Customer Services still could not open the service centre doors.   

There was a small increase in calls during Covid level 3.  The enquiries received during Covid 
level 3, ranged from what services were available, to rates and rubbish and recycling.   

On 8 September 2021, the Tararua District went into Covid level 2.  This meant Customer 
Services could open their doors again, with restrictions.  Customer Services, alongside the 
wider Council, are required to wear face coverings when about the office and keeping safe 
distances from each other.  Our customers must now also wear a face covering unless they 
have an exemption, and they must sign in using the scanning system or manually.  We have 
not had too much trouble enforcing this.  We are slowly getting use to the new ‘normal’.  
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Library 

Alert Level 2 at the Tararua District Library 

All Library sites re-opened on Wednesday September 8th with stringent measures in place to 
meet the Local Government guidelines at this Alert Level.  

Around the country the Library community has expressed its concerns about the need to 
operate a partial service. We all follow the guidelines, and we all understand it’s a necessary 
requirement. We also understand just how much we mean to our communities as the space 
they can go to without having anything asked of them, as the place to connect with others in 
the community, and as the place to enjoy a programme or two. The elderly of our 
community, in particular look to the Library to provide some social interaction. We are all 
hoping for a return to normal service soon. 

The Tararua District Library thanked the community for adhering to the measures in place 
through the Council page of the Bush Telegraph. We have been impressed with the 
community’s conduct this time around. 

Programmes 

The ‘Chill Out and Read’ Children’s Reading Programme has continued throughout this 
month. This is longer than normal to account for the time away from the classroom. Prizes 
will be awarded in the new term. All schools in the district bar Eketāhuna School have 
completed the programme. Eketāhuna School has chosen not to finish. 

The children of Alfredton School had a Zoom session with Claire Mills, Eketāhuna Community 
Librarian as part of the programme. They were able to ask Claire questions about the Library 
and its services. From 13 September to 27 September, the Senior Librarian, Dannevirke 
Library held Zoom sessions with 19 classes from 5 schools. Content of the sessions included 
reading a story and screening a video tour of Dannevirke Library. Two of the challenges for 
the programme included “Book a Librarian” and “Visit a Tararua Library” so both were 
completed digitally via Zoom. 

On 30 September, the Library’s annual Year 7/8 quiz was held via Zoom. There were 8 teams 
from 4 Tararua schools. The winning team was from Ruahine School. The questions for this 
quiz relate to the winners of the annual Children’s Book Awards. The Library team put 
together the questions that are asked based on the book they choose. 

No other programmes are running in the Libraries at present. 

Housebound Service 

In the initial phase of this new service, letters and emails have been sent to a targeted group 
advising them of the eligibility criteria and asking them to join if they wish to do so. 

We have 3 people who have opted in at this stage. Our Outreach Librarian is working 
through their requirements for items before we go live with the service. In the background, 
the Community Library team is implementing their side of the service in preparation.  
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We have had one offer to volunteer as a courier from a patron who received a home 
delivery during Alert Level 3 last year. He was most impressed with the service so wanted to 
give back to the community in some small way. 

Once the service is running well, it is intended to begin promotion to the wider community 
who are eligible. This service is run on an opt-in basis. In the future, we may see referrals 
from health providers coming through.   

Incidents 

On September 10th a fierce wind caused a power cut at Pahiatua Library resulting in a switch 
to the UPS. This was found to have stopped working so a new one has since been installed. 

On September 16th shortly after opening at 9am, a strong burning smell was noticed. A small 
fire was found in the light fitting at the entrance which resulted in melted plastic and toxic 
fumes being released. Luckily, the Property Contracts Supervisor was at the Service Centre 
so an electrician was arranged quickly, the library was closed for the morning to allow the 
light replacement to go ahead, and the fumes were dissipated. Normal service resumed after 
lunch without the Pahiatua Community Librarian. 

Planning 

The school holiday programme theme is “Escape Rooms’ where children are set maths 
puzzles. Once they have solved all the puzzles, they are able to unlock a combination on a 
box of prizes. This programme was planned as a replacement for the ‘Maths is Fun’ 
programme normally run-in conjunction with Wairarapa REAP. The decision was made last 
year not to continue. This year’s programme is easily adapted to Alert Level 2 by not holding 
it in the Library. 

The last piece of planning needed before the launch of the Housebound Service is being 
completed. 

Delivery of the “Chill Out and Read” prize books and certificates is planned. Some deliveries 
will be delayed as Covid 19 has affected not only shipments into the country but also the 
ability of our suppliers in Auckland to send the goods as they are in lockdown. 

Council 

The southern branches have all received training in the new petty cash process this month. 
The EFTPOS machine at Woodville has had its name corrected to prevent the confusion 
some people have been experiencing.  

Rates rebate forms have been available this month. The process is more streamlined than 
previous years. Both customers and staff have found it easier to complete them. 

Statistics as at 30 September 2021 

NB: One week at Alert Level 3 – all libraries closed. The remaining 3 weeks at Alert Level 2 – 
reduced services available due to measures in place. 
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People & Capability Group 

Human Resource Management 

Staff Movements from 1 September 2021 

Recent Appointments 

Role Contract Type Effective Date 

Senior Administrator Permanent 11 October 2021 

GIS Manager Permanent 1 November 2021 

Helpdesk and IT Support Permanent 1 November 2021 

Helpdesk and IT Support Permanent 1 November 2021 

Business Analyst and Trainer Permanent 1 November 2021 

BI Developer and Database 
Administrator 

Permanent 1 November 2021 

Systems and Network 
Administrator 

Permanent 1 November 2021 

Building Records Administrator Fixed Term 1 November 2021 

 
 

Resignations 

Role Effective Date 

Junior Survey and Design Engineer 24 September 2021 

Senior Building Officer 22 October 2021 

Building Officer 29 October 2021 

Team Leader Building Services 29 October 2021 

 

Current Vacancies 

Role Recruitment Stage 

Risk & Assurance Advisor Interview stage 

IS Manager Interview stage 

Wastewater Treatment Team Leader Unsuccessful – readvertised 15/10/21 
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Corporate Advisor / Legal Counsel Interview Stage 

Policy and Planning Advisor Unsuccessful 

Building Officer – All Experience Levels Readvertised 

Library Assistant Advertised 

Land Development Engineer Advertised 

Building Records Administrator – Fixed term Interview stage – awaiting acceptance 

 

Career Development 

The performance appraisal and development framework has been developed and is 
currently being implemented with all staff. The first part in this process is for setting goals 
and development actions, we have a lofty goal of trying to ensure this part in the process is 
completed for all staff by the end of October. 
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Economic and Community Development 

Woodville Community Led Development 

Angela and Mark attended a community event facilitated by Woodville Districts’ Vision and 
Brook Carter from Department of Internal Affairs (DIA), where the fourth community led 
project was voted on and awarded DIA funding. 

Business Support 

Three new entrepreneurs were supported in September, all from different towns across the 
district, and one returning for further information and support.  We brought in the Regional 
Business Partners service for the latter client also to discuss Research and Development 
funding and Management Capability Development funding. 

Mayor’s Taskforce for Jobs (MTFJ) 

Five businesses were supported to employ a total of eight people Not in Education, 
Employment or Training (NEET’s) in the month of September. 

Te Ahu a Turanga: Manawatū Tararua Highway - Walkway from Roundabout to Hampson 
Street, Woodville  

Waka Kotahi are currently working through the design and property aspects of the Shared 
Use Path (SUP) connection from the roundabout to Woodville and it is programmed to be 
delivered before the opening of Te Ahu a Turanga: Manawatū Tararua Highway. An email to 
those effect dated 5 October 2021 from Waka Kotahi and a separate copy of a letter to 
Council CEO’s dated 7 June 2019 has been prepared to be provided to Mayor Tracey for 
future reference. It is advised that ongoing discussions are had over the coming years to 
make sure pressure is politely applied at a leadership level. 

Chorus Signage 

Chorus have agreed for Council to use it and we have made it available to Dannevirke Radio 
while reserving the right to use it to promote events. 

  



 

Page 124 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 27 October 2021 

Communications 

Key Projects 

Please refer to the Project Management Office report for updates on key projects. 

Business as Usual 

• Coordination and design of the weekly Bush Telegraph page 

• Sending out media release and responding to media enquiries 

• Producing posts for Council’s Facebook page on a range of issues (road 
closures, water supply shutdown, road construction notices, etc.) and 
responding to relevant comments and questions 

• Writing articles and forewords, e.g.: 

• Foreword for Annual Report 

• Foreword for the TDC Health and Safety Strategy 

• Foreword for the TDC Code of Conduct 

• Article for Right Tree Right Place  

• Article for TDC website upgrade  

• Article for Tararua Walk / Cycle Guide  

• Article about Wet Wipes (and infographic) 

Items of Interest  

Communication Planning Overview 

The Communications Team have set up a system that provides an overview of all 
communication projects and activities that are on the table at any one time to enable better 
planning and coordination of communication activities. This is still a work in progress, and 
we will consider including it in future reporting.   

District Strategy 

Planning is underway for how the District Strategy will be communicated with public, 
including methods of engagement. Once the draft documents have been prepared, these 
will be presented to Works Liaison Committee.  

In the interim, a small mention of the District Strategy was included in the district-wide Long 
Term Plan mail-out and links to a holding page: 
https://tararuadc.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/tararua2050 

This page has been viewed 142 times. 

 

 

https://tararuadc.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/tararua2050
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Seismic Assessment Requests for Potentially Earthquake-Prone Buildings (letters to 
owners)  

There have been delays in the sending of letters to owners of potentially earthquake-prone 
buildings. The send date was initially delayed due to insufficient staff resource to manage 
incoming enquiries with staff on leave for medical reasons. The recent resignation of 
Council’s building officers has meant that this will need to be delayed again while a solution 
is sought.  

Review of Communication Process for Boil Water Notice Notifications 

Council received a significant amount of community feedback regarding the communication 
of the precautionary boil water notices that were recently issued in Dannevirke and 
Eketāhuna. Following the feedback, Council committed to conducting a review of the 
communication process for these types of notifications. Upon completion, the review will be 
fed back to the community and a copy of results will be included in a staff report. 

Council Website 

Council’s revamped website is now online and will use the same address 
(www.tararuadc.govt.nz) as before. It includes increased security and is more intuitive, 
improving the experience for users to find the information they need. In addition, the new 
website has been optimised to use on a range of devices, from mobile phones to tablets and 
desktop monitors.  

This went live on Tuesday 5 October 2021.  

Although the new website is live, the communications team will be reviewing and updating 
the site as they receive feedback from staff and the public. Feedback is being received from 
the feedback forms located at the bottom of every page on the site.  

The communications team has received 10 feedback forms to date (12 October 2021).   

New Zealand ShakeOut 2021  

New Zealand ShakeOut, the national earthquake drill and tsunami hīkoi, is taking place 
Thursday 28 October at 9.30am. Planning for communication is complete and the action plan 
is underway to inform both Council staff and district residents. Engagement with schools is 
also being explored.  

Marketing and promotion support for community events and organisations 

Event Name Event Organiser 

Spring Festival Garden Ramble Independent 

Spring Festival Events Programme Dannevirke Community Board 

Dannevirke Market Day Dannevirke Community Board 
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Community Ideas Meeting Woodville Districts’ Vision 

 

Publications 

In progress  

• Annual Report 2020/2021  

• Website Guidelines and Processes 

• Council Form Creation and Updates  

Tararua i-SITE Visitor Information Centre 

Welcome Packs 

There were 25 packs sent out during September 2021, 2 of these were sent to purchasers 
outside the Tararua District. 

 

Creative Communities Grants funding round 

The next funding round has been extended to the end of October 2021 due to Covid 
restrictions.  Creative Communities have announced an increase in funding to local 
authorities to assist arts projects to go ahead. It has been confirmed that $1 million has been 
allocated as a top-up for the Creative Communities Scheme, to be distributed to 67 
territorial authorities on a per capita basis by December 2021. 

Bobby Sox & Winklepickers/50’s Festival 

This event has been cancelled and will be held next year.  Funds were paid over to Woodville 
Districts’ Vision to enable them to refund. 
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i-SITE Training 

Shanise has completed her National Certificate in Tourism – Visitor Information.  Belinda and 
Toni are making good progress. 

Storage Shed 

A storage shed has been installed in the back carpark at the i-SITE/Library building, all the 
event equipment and brochures/bags etc is now stored in there. 

Tararua i-SITE and Information Centre Statistics for September 2021 

 

As expected, low numbers across the district owing to Lockdown restrictions. 
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DigitalSpaces – Tararua Digital Hub  

Reporting a 9-Month Review After Opening 

Improved Productivity of Local Businesses 

The DigitalSpaces has improved local business productivity with trainings that relate to all 
business types across the district.  

These trainings have built the confidence of business owners to do their business online by 
achieving small goals towards business efficiencies, including starting a Facebook page, how 
to make changes to their existing pages, getting advice about website development, poster 
development, logo design, and social media content. 

One of the trainings, on Trip Advisor, was a popular training session and some businesses 
wanted one on one training to get it up and running. One of these businesses was the 
Dannevirke Museum of History. When having the one-on-one session with them we 
explored more ways for the business to have more of an online presence and to attract 
visitors/customers. We have also encouraged them to use our digital equipment to help with 
their digital engagement, so they are planning to use our cameras to video their 25th 
Anniversary Luncheon on the 13th of October. 

Some feedback we have received from a business regarding training on social media: 

 

Increased Usage 

Knowledge of DigitalSpaces is becoming more widespread through our own digital presence 
and word of mouth.  More businesses are coming into the site to request one on one help or 
attending different training sessions that suit them. 

There are many sole traders in Tararua who contract to businesses and local government.  
Being able to utilise the coworking space and the Wi-Fi enables them to be central to their 
stakeholders while keeping operating costs low. 

The usage of the DigitalSpaces had an increased trend over the summer months and appears 
to dip coming into winter. The large dip at the end is due to New Zealand going into Covid 
level 4 lockdown again. 

The typical users of the DigitalSpaces are people who work for organisations that are not 
based in the district but have work that needs to be completed within the district.  
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The people who are attending the trainings are usually people who own a business in the 
district and want to learn something new to be more efficient in how they work. The 
different trainings attract different business as well, such as marketing and social media 
attracts new businesses and general admin trainings such as the excel features attracted 
more established businesses. 

 

Improved Amenity for Locals and Tourists 

DigitalSpaces has become more popular for local small businesses who require information, 
computer stations or the use of the free Wi-Fi.  With the latest lockdown fewer tourists are 
travelling around.  

We have observed that there are people who live and work from their caravans or 
motorhomes, so we created a poster and posted messages to relevant Facebook groups 
notifying them of the services available here. 

The first nine months of operating has been a period of promoting the facility, providing 
training and observing the usage so we can tailor future offerings and adjust our promotion 
of the facility accordingly.   

Digital Divide  

When looking at the opportunity to bridge the digital divide, we look to also work with 
communities and non-profit organisations. This has been done by helping local community 
organisations such as Woodville Districts’ Vision (a Community Committee) by providing 
information and digital knowledge on how to better communicate to their audience and 
achieve their audience engagement goals. With the size of the towns within our district the 
people who are involved with the community organisations may also operate SME’s, 
therefore whatever capacity people work with us in, their new skills are transferable.  
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Tararua District Council has become aware of an unforeseen consequence of the 
proliferation of afforestation in the district – reduced cell phone connectivity from trees 
literally getting in the way.  This may create an increased need for a connected workspace. 

We haven’t and cannot measure the number of people within the district that have no, or 
limited access to the digital world. We do know that people who come in to contact with the 
DigitalSpaces are increasing their digital literacy and building their confidence. With 
confidence SME owners will be more efficient using digital platforms within their business 
and this will overflow into their personal lives and likely benefit their families.  

Next Steps for the DigitalSpaces 

Tararua Country Store 

One of the projects that the Council’s economic development team want to research is a 
Tararua District online store. This will help local businesses showcase and sell their products 
online without having to set up a website themselves.  

Young Enterprise Scheme 

The Young Enterprise Scheme is a great way to get high school students thinking about 
business ideas and entrepreneurship and provides students with the knowledge and power 
to start a business. DigitalSpaces is supporting this scheme by working with the regional YES 
co-ordinator, and meeting with schools to provide the information and support to get it off 
the ground.  

Supporting businesses involvement with events  

The Woodville Motor Cross is an annual internationally recognised unique motor cross 
event. The focus of the 2022 event is more local business involvement. The organising 
committee have asked DigitalSpaces to help with the connection to local businesses as well 
as helping them develop social media content for the event. 

For business-by-business entity  

The economic development team at Tararua District Council are investigating a district-wide 
entity similar to a Chamber of Commerce that would provide support for town-based 
business groups, holding events such as Business After 5’s (BA5s), a woman in business 
group, a Māori business network, entrepreneur nights with guest speakers/training sessions. 

This will improve business-to-business interaction. DigitalSpaces can help with the online 

presence that can provide connections and information for all businesses. 
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Strategy and Climate Change 

Eketahuna Electric Vehicle Charging Station 

We have reached agreement between Council and ChargeNet NZ on a license to occupy part 
of Haswell Street, Eketahuna. 

ChargeNet NZ has now activated the project and subject to availability of contractors, supply 
chain and COVID-19. 
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Climate Change 
The recent UN International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) The Physical Science Basis 
Report, August 2021, will feature shortly at the Glasgow COP26 (Conference of the Parties) 
climate change conference between nations. 

What is not well known, or the implications understood is that aerosols, largely sulphur 
dioxide from coal and industrial processes, is significantly dampening the warming effects of 
greenhouse gases. 

This means any attempt to reduce emissions also heats the planet.  Sustainability strategies 
need to be considered in context of net earth energy gains.  It will be interesting whether 
this is acknowledged at the conference.  

Human Emissions Affecting Temperature 
See the graph below from the Physical Science Basis Report Summary for Policymakers IPCC 
AR6 WGI, Page 8 

Red bars show the increase to earth’s temperature, blue bars show the decrease in the 
earth’s temperature.  The grey bar is the net temperature increase of the extra energy being 
captured.  The black vertical lines are the margin of error in the estimated effects. 

 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf 

https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_WGI_SPM.pdf
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Attachments 

Nil.  
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