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9 May 2025 
Our Job No 720153 
 

Land Disposal Investigation Report – 39 Ransom Street Reserve, Dannevirke 

Introduct ion 

Tararua District Council (Council) has engaged The Property Group Limited (TPG) to complete 
a  land status and acquisition history investigation in respect of the property at 39 Ransom Street 
Reserve, Dannevirke (Property).  

The purpose of this investigation is to: 

1. Confirm the status of the Property, and how it is held by Council,  

2. Establish the acquisition history of the Property, 

3. If the Property is subject to the Public Works Act 1981 (PWA), identify the former owner (and 
any successor) and whether there is an obligation to ‘offer back’, and 

4. Establish the correct pathway(s) available to Council to dispose of the Property, and any 
existing obligations on Council in following those pathways.  

TPG has completed a detailed review and research into the Property to determine Council’s 
statutory obligations and recommended disposal process, should all or part of the Property 
become surplus to Council’s requirements. The purpose of this report is to assist in future 
decision making, and stakeholder engagement in respect of the Property. This report is 
preliminary advice only and neither the request for this report nor the report itself is in any way 
intended to imply the Property has been declared surplus or that Council intends to declare it 
surplus.  

Executive Summary 

The Property is legally described as Lot 5 Deposited Plan (DP) 14559, and is 1.0300 hectares 
more or less located between the Tapuata stream and the end of Ransom Street, Dannevirke.  

Our investigations have concluded that the Property is a recreation reserve subject to the 
Reserves Act 1977 (Reserves Act). The Property is vested in Council and does not derive title 
from the Crown.  

The Property was vested in Council’s predecessor (Dannevirke Borough Council) as a condition 
of subdivision undertaken by the former owner. The Property was not acquired for and has not 
been held or used for a public work and is not subject to the PWA. There is no obligation to 
address the PWA in the disposal of the Property.    
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Should Council wish to dispose of the Property in the future, it would first be required to revoke 
the reserve status in accordance with the Reserves Act – this process is summarised in 
Appendix Five.  

Should Council wish to reserve an esplanade strip along the edge of Tapuata Stream, planning 
advice would be required, and a subdivision consent would be necessary to enable the balance 
land, being that part of the Property to be disposed, to be held in a separate RT. As part of this 
process, a survey would be required.  

We note that Lot 13 DP 14459 (see Diagram D below) has the same status and acquisition 
history as the Property. We recommend that Council includes Lot 13 DP 14459 in any disposal 
and consideration of retaining an esplanade strip, and that the two properties are treated 
consistently and in tandem in respect of any disposal. 

As the Property is not Crown-derived reserve, it would become fee simple land vested in Council 
upon revocation. Council could the dispose of the Property in accordance with its internal 
disposal policies (if any). All disposal proceeds would be able to be retained by Council.  

We also note that the Property is subject to a lease to Warren Leslie Pinfold for a further term 
of five years expiring 14 February 2028, as described later in this report. Council would need to 
ensure it complies with the termination provision in the Lease – three months’ notice would be 
required. 

Additionally, we note that there is tree cover on the Property, however we have not investigated 
any possible implications under the Climate Change Response Act 2002 (in terms of that land 
falling within the definition of pre-1990 forest land or post-1989 forest land). Council may wish 
to investigate this further if the Property is declared surplus. 

Further details are outlined below. 
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Client Tararua District Council 

Instruction Email dated 6 March from Kawtar Tani, Group Manager – Strategy & 
Community Wellbeing attaching a signed short form agreement pursuant to 
TPG’s proposal dated 3 March 2025. 

Location/Address 

Physical Description 

The Property is located in the north-western outskirts of Dannevirke and is 
shaded yellow in Diagram A below. The Property is bare land with vegetation 
covering approximately 50% of the Property.  

The western boundary of the Property abuts the hydro parcel through which 
the Tapuata Street flows. It appears that there is some accretion and erosion 
from the Tapuata Stream.  

The Property is accessed through a gate at the end of Ransom Street – see 
Diagram B below.  

According to aerial imagery, the boundary is unfenced between the Property 
and the adjoining bare Council land to the north (Part Lot 2 DP 6101). It is 
unknown whether the boundary is fenced between the Property and the private 
land to the south (part Lot 37 DP 1534 and Lot 1 DP 24481), as there is 
vegetation along this boundary in the available aerial imagery. 

 
Diagram A: Aerial Plan of the Property (shaded yellow). 
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Diagram B: Snip of Google Street View Ransom Street access to the Property (Dec 2019). 

An article in the Manawatū Standard dated 2 January 2025 1   states the 
following about the Property: 

 

 

Parcel ID 4234293 

Legal Description, 
Area and Title 

1.0300 hectares more or less being Lot 5 DP 14559. 

No record of title (RT) has been issued for the Property. If Council wishes to 
create an esplanade strip along the edge of Tapuata Stream, planning advice 
will be required, and a subdivision consent will be necessary to enable the part 
of the Property to be disposed of to be held in a separate RT. As part of this 
process, a survey will also be required – see Additional Considerations on 
pages 6-7.   

Status Recreation reserve vested in Council and subject to the Reserves Act. 

Administering Body  Tararua District Council (being the successor of the Dannevirke Borough 
Council). 

 

1 Tararua District Council considers asset sales | The Post 
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Zoning Operative District Plan 

The Property is zoned Rural and contains the notation “R 240” (Reserve Site 
240). Map Numbers 32 and 34 are attached as Appendix One. 

The Property is listed in Operative District Plan Appendix 14: Schedule of 
Reserves at 14.2 (Tararua District Council Reserves). 

Property District Plan Review 2023/2024 

The Property is zoned Rural on the Re-zoning Mapping Tool.  

Contamination The Property is not recorded in Horizons Regional Council’s Sites with 
Hazardous Substances (SAHS) database.  

Horizons Regional Council has also checked the Property against the 
information it holds from the Council in relation to Hazardous Activities and 
Industry Lists (HAIL) records (last updated September 2023) and has 
confirmed that are no records relating to the Property. 

Hazards The Property has been categorised as “Possible” for Liquefaction Vulnerability 
– see Liquefaction Prone Land – Local Maps and Tararua Hazards – Public 
Maps. 

Interests Affecting 
the Status of the 
Property 

The Property is a recreation reserve and is subject to the Reserves Act. 

The Property (along with adjoining 39 Gregg St, being Lot 2 DP 6101, and Lot 
13 DP 14559) is subject to a lease to Warren Leslie Pinfold commencing 
15 February 2018 (Lease). The Council and the Lessee agreed to renew the 
Lease for a further period of five years, expiring 14 February 2028. The Lease 
documentation provided by the Council is included at Appendix Two. The 
Lease includes the following termination clause: 

 

Māori Interests The Property is located within the area of interest of Ngāti Kahungunu, 
Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa - Tāmaki nui-ā-Rua, and Rangitāne o Tāmaki 
nui ā Rua. 

However, as the Property is not Crown-derived land, it is therefore not subject 
to any Right of First Refusal obligations. 

Acquisition History 

 

The Property became a recreation reserve vested in Council’s predecessor 
(Dannevirke Borough Council) on deposit of DP 14559 in 1976. Prior to this, 
the Property was part of two fee simple parcels (Lots 10 and 11 DP 2855) 
between Ransom St and Tapuata Stream.  

See Appendix Three for the detailed acquisition history of the land. 
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Statutory 
Interpretation 

Reserves Act 1977 (Reserves Act) 

The Property is subject to the Reserves Act, as it falls within the section 2 
definition of “reserve” or “public reserve” as including “any land which 
immediately before the commencement of this Act was a public reserve within 
the meaning of the Reserves and Domains Act 1953.”  

The provisions for revocation and disposal of reserves are provided for in 
sections 24 and 25 of the Reserves Act 1977.    

Conservation Act 1987  

The Council, in its capacity as administering body, will need to consider 
whether consultation with iwi is/is not warranted pursuant to section 4 of the 
Conservation Act 1987.  

Section 4 requires that the Reserves Act should be interpreted and 
administered to give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Public Works Act 1981  

Not applicable on the evidence at hand – the Property was not acquired for a 
public work and does not appear to have been held or used for a public or local 
work.  

Local Government Act 2002  

Section 138 LGA (restriction on disposal of parks (by sale or otherwise)) is not 
applicable as a park does not include land that is held as a reserve. 

See Appendix Four for detailed analysis of the relevant legislation. 

Disposal Process 
Summary and 
Additional 
Considerations 

The Property is subject to the provisions of the Reserves Act, which contains 
the reserve revocation and disposal process. Appendix Five outlines the steps 
involved in the revocation process, should Council wish to dispose of the 
Property.    

While many Ministerial powers under the Reserves Act are currently delegated 
to local authorities that are administering bodies, the Minister of Conservation 
(Minister) retains the power to revoke the status of reserves. 

Additional considerations for potential disposal 

• As Council is yet to decide whether to create an esplanade strip along the 
edge of Tapuata Stream, we have not considered in depth the retaining of 
land alongside the stream for an esplanade strip. If Council is interested in 
retaining a strip of land alongside the riparian boundary, planning advice 
would be necessary. Furthermore, Council could either: 

- reclassify the ‘esplanade strip’ to a local purpose (esplanade) reserve, 
and then revoke the status of the remaining part of the Property to be 
disposed of, or  

- create an esplanade strip or reserve through the Resource 
Management Act 1991 process. For this to happen, the reserve status 
over the whole Property would need to be revoked first.  
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Under either scenario, a survey would be required, which would also tidy 
up the accretion and erosion along Tapuata Stream and identify the 
proposed esplanade strip from the part of the Property to be disposed of. 
Additionally, a subdivision consent would be needed to enable the 
remaining part of the Property to be held in a separate record of title. 

The Property is already defined on DP 14559, however no record of title 
has been raised for the Property. To assist in disposal of the land, and on 
the assumption that Council may seek to dispose of the land on the open 
market, Council should raise a record of title for the Property by making an 
application under section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017. This application 
would be required irrespective of whether Council choses to retain an 
esplanade strip.  

• There appears to be existing stormwater infrastructure within the Property 
(see area circled black on Diagram C below). Council may wish to consider 
registering an easement in gross over this infrastructure prior to disposal.  

 
Diagram C: Plan of infrastructure in the vicinity of the Property (from Tararua Utilities – 

Public Maps) with arrow indicating location of stormwater pipes within the Property. 

• Council would need to ensure it complies with the termination provisions 
in the Lease – three months’ notice would be required.  

• Lot 13 DP 14559 (shaded yellow in Diagram D below) is an irregular-
shaped parcel measuring 275 square metres more or less. This parcel was 
vested as recreation reserve in the Council at the same time as the 
Property – therefore, it has the same status. We recommend that Council 
includes Lot 13 DP 14559 in any disposal and consideration of retaining 
an esplanade strip, and that the two properties are treated consistently and 
in tandem in respect of any disposal.  

• We note that there is tree cover on the Property, however we have not 
investigated any possible implications under the Climate Change 
Response Act 2002 (in terms of that land falling within the definition of pre-
1990 forest land or post-1989 forest land). Council may wish to investigate 
this further if the Property is declared surplus. 
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Diagram D: Aerial Plan of Lot 13 DP 14559 (shaded yellow). 

Prepared by: 

 

Reviewed by: 

  

 

Jenny Acker 

S e n i o r  P r o p e r t y  C o n s u l t a n t  

0 2 1  1 9 5  0 1 4 4   

jacker@propertygroup.co.nz  

 Jackie Haynes 

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  

0 2 7  2 7 1  4 4 0 5  

jhaynes@propertygroup.co.nz 

 

Disclaimer 

This Land Disposal Investigation Report is based on available evidence and records. 

The Property Group Limited has no power to make a binding ruling or legal determination as to the status 
of land but does have significant knowledge and experience in the provision of Land Disposal Investigation 
Reports. 
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Appendix One – Tararua District Plan Maps 

We have inserted red arrows indicating the location of the Property.  
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Appendix Two – Lease informat ion 
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Appendix Three – Acquisi tion History 

July 1971 Certificate of Title (CT) HBD4/380 was issued to Mabel Dwan Riddell for 
Lots 10 and 11 and Part Lots 9 and 12 DP 2855.  

 
Diagram E: Snip of historic CT HBD4/380. 

DP 2855 (1913) surveyed Lots 1 to 18 of Part Suburban Section 29 Dannevirke. 

The Property is comprised in Lots 10 and 11 DP 2855. 

 
Diagram F: Snip of DP 2855. 
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Dec 1975 A motion in the Dannevirke Borough Council’s minute book refers to a “Land 
Transfer Plan of Mrs Dawn Riddell’s subdivision for execution by the Council”. 
This motion notes that Lot 5 is to be vested in the Council and offered to 
Mrs Riddell as a grazing lease “until Council requires it for development”.  

 
Diagram G: Snip of page 82, Dannevirke Borough Council 1975 minute book. 

Apr 1976 DP 14559 was deposited, defining Lots 1-13 and being a subdivision of all of the 
land held in CT HBD4/380.  

Lot 5, being the Property, was vested as recreation reserve in Dannevirke 
Borough Council pursuant to section 352(4) of the Municipal Corporations Act 
1954. Upon vesting, the Property became subject to the Reserves and Domains 
Act 1953. 

 
Diagram H: Snip of DP 14559 
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Feb 1987 Under the Dannevirke Borough – Dannevirke County Union Order 1987, the 
Dannevirke Borough Council and the Dannevirke County Council amalgamated 
to become the Dannevirke District Council (NZ Gazette 1987 page 1018). 

June 1989 Under the Local Government (Manawatu-Wanganui Region) Reorganisation 
Order 1989, the Dannevirke District Council was dissolved, and the 
Tararua District Council took over its functions, duties and powers as an 
administering body under the Reserves Act (NZ Gazette 1989 page 2351). 
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Appendix Four – Statutory Interpretat ion 

Municipal Corporations Act 1954 

Section 352(3) provided that, on deposit of a subdivision plan, any land shown on the plan as 
reserves shall vest in the Corporation. Such land would be held as reserve set apart for the 
purposes indicated on the plan and would be subject to the Reserves and Domains Act 1953.  

On deposit of DP 14559 in 1976, the Property vested in Dannevirke Borough Council as a 
recreation reserve.  

Reserves Act 1977 (Reserves Act) 

The Property falls within the section 2 definition of “reserve” or “public reserve” as including “any 
land which immediately before the commencement of this Act was a public reserve within the 
meaning of the Reserves and Domains Act 1953.” 

Revocation and disposal of reserves are provided for in sections 24 and 25 of the Reserves Act 
– see the revocation and disposal process outlined at Appendix Five.  

Upon revocation of the reservation of the Property, title shall be deemed to have been derived 
by the Corporation, given the Property vested in Corporation (Dannevirke Borough Council) on 
subdivision – section 25(5) Reserves Act. 

Conservation Act 1987  

The Council, in its capacity as administering body, will need to consider whether consultation 
with iwi is/is not warranted pursuant to section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987. Section 4 requires 
that the Reserves Act should be interpreted and administered to give effect to the principles of 
the Treaty of Waitangi.  

If consultation is warranted, this should take place before public notification (step 5, 
Appendix Five). If consultation is not warranted, the Council report should state the reasons for 
this stance.  

While the Property is not deemed to be Crown-derived (and therefore are not subject to any 
Treaty Settlement), the obligation to consult with iwi remains.  The following passages have 
been taken from the Department of Conservation’s ‘A Guide for Reserve Administering Bodies’ 
with relation to the administration of the Reserves Act:  
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In any event, current industry view recommends that consultation with iwi should occur as a 
matter of course.    

Public Works Act 1981 

We consider that the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA, because:   

 the Property was never acquired for a public work but was rather vested in Council’s 
predecessor (Dannevirke Borough Council) as a condition of subdivision, without the 
presence of compulsion, and  

 there is no evidence that Council has held the Property for a public work or ‘local work’.  

The Property was vested in Council’s predecessor as reserve on subdivision by the former 
owner (Mabel Dawn Riddell pursuant to the Municipal Corporations Act 1954. The former 
owner’s decision to subdivide and vest the land in Council’s predecessor would have been a 
commercial one.   

Whether Council needs to assess section 40 PWA depends on whether the Property is 
considered to be held for a public work in its own right.  If there are works on the land that qualify 
as ‘local works’ under the PWA, it can be argued that the land is held for a public work – ‘local 
work’ is defined in section 2 of the PWA:  

local work means—  

(a) a work constructed or intended to be constructed by or under the control of a local 
authority, or for the time being under the control of a local authority; and  

(b) [not applicable]. 

Aerial imagery (Retrolens) does not suggest that there has been any development on the 
Property. We have indicated the location of the Property on each image below in red.  
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Therefore, unless Council has evidence of a ‘local work’ component on the Property, this land 
is not considered to be subject to section 40 PWA. 

  
1977     1980 

   
1983       1999 

Local Government Act 2002  

There are no restrictions on disposal of the reserves in terms of section 138 of the Local 
Government Act 2002 as the definition of park in this Act excludes land held as reserve under 
the Reserves Act.  
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Appendix Five – Reserves Act Revocation and Disposal Process  

Preliminary Actions Completed by Council 

1 If Council wishes to create an esplanade strip along the edge of Tapuata Stream, we suggest 

that Council officers seek planning advice at the outset of this process to understand when the 

following actions need to occur in the below process: 

 Arranging survey of the Property to tidy up the accretion and erosion and identify the 

proposed esplanade strip from the part of the Property to be disposed of, and 

 Obtaining subdivision consent to enable the part of the Property to be disposed of to be 

held in a separate record of title. 

2 Council officers discuss revocation proposal with the Department of Conservation (DOC) in 

accordance with section 24(2)(b) of the Reserves Act.   

3 Council officers consult with iwi pursuant to section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987 (if warranted). 

4 An initial report to Council is submitted outlining the reasons for the revocation and seeking a 

decision to initiate the revocation process.  

5 Council publicly notifies its intention to prepare a resolution for the revocation of reserve status 

and calling for written objections in accordance with section 24(2)(b) of the Reserves Act.  

Persons claiming to be affected may give written notice of their objections within one month 

(section 24(2)(c) of the Reserves Act). 

6 Council formally resolves to request the revocation of reserve status by the Minister.  The reasons 

for the proposed revocation must be set out in the resolution.  

Any objections or submissions from the public notice must be summarised in the Council report 

and considered by Council. 

7 Council officers submit the Council resolution to DOC along with supporting information to enable 

a case for the revocation to be presented to the Minister of Conservation. 

 Timeframe: 4-6 months, depending on Council’s internal processes and whether 

objections/submissions received. 

DOC Internal Actions 

8 DOC follows internal processes to consider Council’s request and review public objections or 

submissions on the proposal, and Council’s response to the said objections or submissions.   

DOC notifies Council of decision. 
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9 If DOC agrees to the revocation, DOC executes a gazette notice and arranges for registration 

and publication in the New Zealand Gazette.  

 Timeframe: Dependant on DOC capacity. 

Subsequent Actions Completed by Council 

10 The Property (or the part of the Property to be disposed of) becomes fee simple land on 
revocation (publication of the Gazette notice).  Council can dispose of the land in accordance 
with its internal disposal policy (if any). All disposal proceeds will be able to be retained by 
Council.  

Note: On the assumption that Council may seek to dispose of the land on the open market, 
Council should raise a Record of Title for the Property (or the part of the Property to be disposed 
of) by making a section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017 application. 
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9 May 2025 
Our Job No 720153 
 

Land Disposal Investigation Report – 62 Ormond Street, Woodville 
(Woodville Pioneer Museum) 

Introduct ion 

Tararua District Council (Council) has engaged The Property Group Limited (TPG) to complete 
a land status and acquisition history investigation in respect of the property at 62 Ormond Street, 
Woodville (Woodville Pioneer Museum) (Property).  

The purpose of this investigation is to:  

1. Confirm the status of the Property, and how it is held by Council, 

2. Establish the acquisition history of the Property, 

3. If the Property is subject to the Public Works Act 1981 (PWA), identify the former owner (and 
any successor) and whether there is an obligation to ‘offerback’, and 

4. Establish the correct pathway(s) available to Council to dispose of the Property, and any 
existing obligations on Council in following those pathways.  

TPG has completed a detailed review and research into the Property to determine Council’s 
statutory obligations and recommended disposal process, should all or part of the Property 
become surplus to Council’s requirements. The purpose of this report is to assist in future 
decision making, and stakeholder engagement in respect of the Property. This report is 
preliminary advice only and neither  the request for this report nor the report itself is in any way 
intended to imply the Property has been declared surplus or that the Council intends to declare 
it surplus.  

Executive Summary 

The Property is legally described as Town Section 44 Town of Woodville held in Record of Title 
(RT) HB66/240, and is 1012 square metres more or less  located at 62 Ormond Street, 
Woodville.  

Our investigations have concluded that the Property is a local purpose (site for a museum) 
reserve subject to the Reserves Act 1977 (Reserves Act). The Property is a Crown-derived 
reserve vested in Council.  

The Property was originally Crown reserve for “a site for a Courthouse”, before it was exchanged 
with a nearby reserve and became “a site for a library and mechanic’s institute” in 1886. 
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The Property was vested in trust in the Woodville Borough Council in 1903, and classified as a 
local purpose (site for a museum) reserve in 1981.  

Should Council wish to dispose of the Property in the future, it will have to revoke the reserve 
status in accordance with the Reserves Act – this process is summarised in Appendix Five.  

Should Council wish to subdivide the Property and to dispose of only the front part of the 
Property containing the dwelling, we suggest that Council seeks planning advice at the outset 
of this process. Additionally, if Council intends to retain the back part of the Property, it should 
consider whether reclassification under the Reserves Act is appropriate to reflect the current 
local purpose of this part of the Property. 

As the Property is Crown-derived, it would become Crown land available for disposal under the 
Land Act 1948 upon revocation. The Department of Conservation (DOC) would then arrange for 
disposal through Toitū Te Whenua Land Information New Zealand under the Land Act 1948.  

DOC’s current policy is that the Crown and territorial local authorities will equally share the 
proceeds of the disposal of a revoked reserve and be reimbursed for costs.  Council could 
access moneys available under this policy by applying to DOC at the point when it notifies the 
Commissioner that a reservation should be revoked. We also note that DOC usually allows the 
administering body to retain the sale proceeds relating to any improvements on the revoked 
reserve.  

Further details are outlined below. 
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Client Tararua District Council 

Instruction Email dated 6 March from Kawtar Tani, Group Manager – Strategy & 
Community Wellbeing attaching a signed short form agreement pursuant to 
TPG’s proposal dated 3 March 2025. 

Location/Address 

Physical Description 

The Property is located at 62 Ormond Street in the centre of Woodville and is 
shaded yellow on Diagram A below. 

The Property contains a dwelling (formerly used as a museum) fronting 
Ormond Street, a modern storage shed at the back of the Property, and two 
small sheds along the northern boundary of the Property.  

 
Diagram A: Aerial Plan of the Property (shaded yellow). 

 
Diagram B: Snip of Google Street View of 62 Ormond Street (Jan 2025). 
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Diagram C: Snip of Google Street View of 31 Pollen Street, looking at the  

southern side of the modern storage shed on the Property (Jan 2025). 

An article in the Manawatū Standard dated 2 January 2025 1  states the 
following about the Property: 

 

 

Parcel ID 4199811 

Legal Description, 
Area and Title 

1012 square metres more or less being Town Section 44 Town of Woodville 
held in RT HB66/240. 

If Council intends to retain the back part of the Property, subdivision consent 
and a Land Transfer (LT) plan will be required to create a separate RT for the 
part of the Property to be disposed of. Planning advice is required in relation to 
any proposed subdivision.  

Interests recorded on 
the Title 

None. 

 

1 Tararua District Council considers asset sales | The Post 
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Status Crown-derived reserve local purpose (site for a museum) vested in Council 
and subject to the Reserves Act. 

Administering Body Tararua District Council 

Zoning Operative District Plan 

The Property is zoned Residential. Map Number 42 is attached as Appendix 
One. 

The Property is not listed in Operative District Plan Appendix 14: Schedule of 
Reserves at 14.2 (Tararua District Council Reserves). 

Property District Plan Review 2023/2024 

The Property is zoned Mixed Use on the Re-zoning Mapping Tool for. 

Contamination The Property is not recorded in Horizons Regional Council’s Sites with 
Hazardous Substances (SAHS) database.  

Horizons Regional Council has also checked the Property against the 
information it holds from the Council in relation to Hazardous Activities and 
Industry Lists (HAIL) records (last updated September 2023) and has 
confirmed that are no records relating to the Property. 

Hazards The Property has been categorised as “Possible” for Liquefaction Vulnerability 
– see Liquefaction Prone Land – Local Maps and Tararua Hazards – Public 
Maps. 

Interests Affecting 
the Status of the 
Property 

The Property is a recreation reserve and is subject to the Reserves Act. 

We have not sighted any leases or licences between the Woodville Pioneer 
Museum Society (Museum Society) and the Council. If the Museum Society 
uses both the dwelling and the “modern shed” for storage, any arrangement 
with the Museum Society will have to be appropriately terminated / partially 
terminated if the Council decides to dispose of part or all of the Property. 
A letter dated June 2007 from the Museum Society to Council notes that 
Council owns the buildings at the Property – a copy of this letter is attached as 
Appendix Two. 

Māori Interests The Property is located within the area of interest of Ngāti Kahungunu, 
Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa - Tāmaki nui-ā-Rua, and Rangitāne o Tāmaki 
nui ā Rua. 

While the Property is a Crown-derived reserve, it does not fall within the 
meaning of RFR (right of first refusal) land under:  

 Section 110 of the Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tāmaki nui-a-Rua 
Claims Settlement Act 2022 – the Property is not described in part 6 
of the Attachments to the Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tāmaki nui-
a-Rua Deed of Settlement.  

 Section 99 of the Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tāmaki nui-a-Rua 
Claims Settlement Act 2022 – the Property is not described in part 6 
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of the Attachments to the Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa Tāmaki nui-
a-Rua Deed of Settlement.  

Because this is a Crown-derived reserve and will become Crown land under 
the Land Act 1948 upon revocation, any disposal of the land would be subject 
to Crown disposal clearance requirements, which may include submission of 
the land to Te Tari Whakatau (Māori Protection Mechanism and Sites of 
Significance Process).  

Acquisition History 

 

The Property was originally Crown reserve for “a site for a Courthouse”, before 
it was exchanged with a nearby reserve and became “a site for a library and 
mechanic’s institute” in 1886. The Property was vested in trust in the Woodville 
Borough Council in 1903 and classified as a local purpose (site for a museum) 
reserve in 1981. 

See Appendix Three for the detailed acquisition history of the land. 

Statutory 
Interpretation 

Reserves Act 1977 (Reserves Act) 

The Property is subject to the Reserves Act, as it falls within the section 2 
definition of “reserve” or “public reserve”.  

The provisions for revocation and disposal of reserves are provided for in 
sections 24 and 25 of the Reserves Act 1977.    

Conservation Act 1987  

The Council, in its capacity as administering body, will need to consider 
whether consultation with iwi is/is not warranted pursuant to section 4 of the 
Conservation Act 1987.  

Section 4 requires that the Reserves Act should be interpreted and 
administered to give effect to the principles of the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Public Works Act 1981  

Not applicable on the evidence at hand – the Property has been subject to 
reserves legislation since the 1880s.  

Local Government Act 2002  

Section 138 (restriction on disposal of parks (by sale or otherwise)) is not 
applicable as a park does not include land that is held as a reserve. 

See Appendix Four for detailed analysis of the relevant legislation. 

Disposal Process 
Summary and 
Additional 
Considerations 

The Property is subject to the provisions of the Reserves Act, which contains 
the reserve revocation and disposal process. Appendix Five outlines of the 
steps involved in the revocation process should Council wish to dispose of the 
Property.    

While many ministerial powers under the Reserves Act are currently delegated 
to local authorities that are administering bodies, the Minister of Conservation 
(Minister) retains the power to revoke the status of reserves. 
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Additional considerations for potential disposal 

 We understand that the Council may consider subdividing the 
Property, so that it can retain the part with the rear building (the modern 
storage shed) and dispose of the part containing the dwelling. 
Subdivision would be required to create a separate RT for the part of 
the Property to be disposed of. Planning advice is required in relation 
to any proposed subdivision. As part of this process, an LT plan will be 
required. 

 Additionally, if Council intends to retain the back part of the Property, 
it should consider whether reclassification under the Reserves Act is 
appropriate to reflect the current local purpose of this part of the 
Property.  

 

Prepared by:  Reviewed by: 

  

 

Jenny Acker 

S e n i o r  P r o p e r t y  C o n s u l t a n t  

0 2 1  1 9 5  0 1 4 4   

jacker@propertygroup.co.nz  

 Jackie Haynes 

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l  

0 2 7  2 7 1  4 4 0 5  

jhaynes@propertygroup.co.nz 

 

Disclaimer 

This Land Disposal Investigation Report is based on available evidence and records. 

The Property Group Limited has no power to make a binding ruling or legal determination as to the status 
of land but does have significant knowledge and experience in the provision of Land Disposal Investigation 
Reports. 
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Appendix One – Tararua District Plan Maps 

We have inserted a red arrow indicating the location of the Property.  
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Appendix Two – Letter to Council  
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Appendix Three – Acquisi tion History 

July 1884 The Property is shown as Town Section 44 shaded red on a map of the Township 
of Woodville (now Survey Office Plan (SO) 5208). 

 
Diagram D: Snip of SO 5208. 

The Property is described as “RED” on the schedule of Town Sections on SO 
5208, as are other reserves i.e. Town Section 40. 

 
Diagram E: Snip of schedule of Town Sections on SO 5208. 

Sept 1886 The Property exchanged with a nearby reserve described as Section No. 40 
Township of Woodville pursuant to the Public Reserves Act 1881 (NZ Gazette 
1886 page 1091).  

The result of this exchange was that the Property changed from “a site for a 
courthouse” to “a site for a library and mechanic’s institute”. These uses were 
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categorised as “Class 1: Reserves for County, Local, and Municipal Purposes” 
under the First Schedule of the Public Reserves Act 1881.  

 
Diagram F: Snip of NZ Gazette 1886 page 1091. 

It is noted that Section No. 40 Township of Woodville was also a Crown reserve 
at the time of this exchange. We have found evidence that this reserve was 
reserved under the Land Act 1877 – see NZ Gazette 1884 page 1410. 

Sept 1903 The Property was vested in the Woodville Borough Council “in trust, as a reserve 
for a site for a library and mechanics’ institute’ under the Public Reserves Act 
1881 (NZ Gazette 1903 page 2048). 
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Diagram G: Snip of NZ Gazette 1903 page 2048. 

Mar 1904 RT HB66/240 was issued to Woodville Borough Council for the Property. 

 
Diagram H: Snip of diagram on historic certificate of title HB66/240. 

A notation on the historic title notes the reserve purpose: 

 
Diagram I: Snip of notation on historic certificate of title HB66/240. 
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July 1981 The Property was classified as a local purpose (site for a museum) reserve under 
the Reserves Act (NZ Gazette 1981 page 2187, GN 397347.1).  

 
Diagram J: Snip of NZ Gazette NZ Gazette 1981 page 2187, GN 397347.1. 

March 
1987 

Under the Woodville Borough – Woodville County Union Order 1986, the 
Woodville Borough Council and the Woodville County Council amalgamated to 
become the Woodville District Council (NZ Gazette 1987 page 1121). 

June 1989 Under the Local Government (Manawatu-Wanganui Region) Reorganisation 
Order 1989, the Woodville District Council was dissolved and the Tararua District 
Council took over its functions, duties and powers as an administering body 
under the Reserves Act (NZ Gazette 1989 page 2351). 
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Appendix Four – Statutory Interpretat ion 

Reserves Act 1977 (Reserves Act) 

The Property fell within the definition of “public reserve” and “reserve” under the Public Reserves 
Act 1881, and within subsequent definitions under successive legislation dealing with reserves 
– the Public Reserves and Domains Act 1908, the Public Reserves, Domains, and National 
Parks Act 1928, and the Reserves and Domains Act 1953. 

The Property falls within the section 2 Reserves Act definition of “reserve” or “public reserve” as 
including “any land which immediately before the commencement of this Act was a public 
reserve within the meaning of the Reserves and Domains Act 1953.” 

Revocation and disposal of reserves are provided for in sections 24 and 25 of the Reserves Act 
– see the revocation and disposal process outlined at Appendix Five.  

Upon revocation of the reservation of the Property, the Property will become Crown land 
available for disposal under the Land Act 1948 – section 25(1) Reserves Act. 

Conservation Act 1987  

The Council, in its capacity as administering body, will need to consider whether consultation 
with iwi is/is not warranted pursuant to section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987. Section 4 requires 
that the Reserves Act should be interpreted and administered to give effect to the principles of 
the Treaty of Waitangi.  

If consultation is warranted, this should take place before public notification (step 4, 
Appendix Five). If consultation is not warranted, the Council report should state the reasons for 
this stance.  

While the Property does not fall within the meaning of RFR land under the relevant Treaty 
Settlement legislation (see Māori Interests section on pages 5-6) , the obligation to consult with 
iwi remains.  The following passages have been taken from the Department of Conservation’s 
‘A Guide for Reserve Administering Bodies’ with relation to the administration of the Reserves 
Act:  
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In any event, current industry view recommends that consultation with iwi should occur as a 
matter of course.    

Public Works Act 1981 

We have not found any evidence that the Property was previously held PWA. The Property has 
been subject to reserves legislation since the 1880s. The earliest evidence we have been able 
to find about the Property is SO 5208 (1884) and the reserve exchange with Town Section 40 
in 1886 (NZ Gazette 1886 page 1091), which occurred under the Public Reserves Act 1881.  

The result of this reserve exchange was that the Property changed to “a site for a library and 
mechanic’s institute”. These uses were categorised as “Class 1: Reserves for County, Local, 
and Municipal Purposes” under the First Schedule of the Public Reserves Act 1881. 

Local Government Act 2002  

There are no restrictions on disposal of the reserves in terms of section 138 of the Local 
Government Act 2002 as the definition of park in this Act excludes land held as reserve under 
the Reserves Act. 
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Appendix Five – Reserves Act Revocation and Disposal Process 

 Preliminary Actions Completed by Council 

1 If Council wishes to subdivide the Property and to dispose of the front part of the Property 

containing the dwelling, we suggest that Council officers seek planning advice at the outset of this 

process. It would be important to understand when in the below process the subdivision consent 

needs to be obtained, and an LT plan prepared, to create a separate RT for the part of the Property 

to be disposed of. 

2 Council officers discuss resolution/proposal with DOC in accordance with section 24(2)(b) of the 

Reserves Act.   

3 Council officers consult with iwi pursuant to section 4 of the Conservation Act 1987 (if warranted). 

4 An initial report to Council is submitted outlining the reasons for the revocation and seeking a 

decision to initiate the revocation process.  

5 Council publicly notifies its intention to prepare a resolution for the revocation of reserve status 

and calling for written objections in accordance with section 24(2)(b) of the Reserves Act.  

Persons claiming to be affected may give written notice of their objections within one month 

(section 24(2)(c) of the Reserves Act). 

6 Council formally resolves to request the revocation of reserve status by the Minister of 

Conservation. 

Any objections or submissions from the public notice must be summarised in the Council report 

and considered by Council. 

7 Council officers submit the Council resolution to DOC along with supporting information to enable 

a case for the revocation to be presented to the Minister of Conservation. 

NB: DOC’s current policy is that the Crown and territorial local authorities will equally share the 

proceeds of the disposal of a revoked reserve, and be reimbursed for costs.  Council can access 

moneys available under this policy by applying to DOC at this point, when it notifies the 

Commissioner that a reservation should be revoked. 

 Timeframe: 4-6 months, depending on Council’s internal processes and whether 

objections/submissions received. 

 DOC Internal Actions 
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8 DOC follows internal processes of considering Council’s request, reviewing public submissions on 

proposal, and Council’s response to said submissions.   

DOC notifies Council of decision. 

9 If DOC agrees to the revocation, DOC executes a gazette notice and arranges for registration and 

publication in the Gazette.  

10 The Property becomes Crown land on revocation (publication of the Gazette notice).  

DOC arranges for disposal through Toitū Te Whenua Land Information New Zealand under the 

Land Act 1948. 

 Timeframe: Dependant on DOC capacity. 
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