
 

 

 

 Notice of Meeting 

A meeting of the Tararua District Council will be held in the Council Chamber, 156 High 
Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 25 June 2025 commencing at 9:30 am. 

 Bryan Nicholson 
 Chief Executive 

 

Agenda 
 

1. Welcome and Meeting Opening  

2. Council Prayer 

3. Apologies  

4. Public Forum 

A period of up to 30 minutes shall be set aside for a public forum.  Each speaker 
during the public forum section of a meeting may speak for up to five minutes. 

Standing Orders may be suspended on a vote of three-quarters of those present 
to extend the period of public participation or the period any speaker is allowed 
to speak. 

With the permission of the Mayor, members may ask questions of speakers 
during the period reserved for public forum.  If permitted by the Mayor, 
questions by members are to be confined to obtaining information or 
clarification on matters raised by the speaker.  

5. Presentation 

5.1 Presentation - Positively Woodville 

Members of Positively Woodville Community Committee will be in attendance to 
speak to Council about their proposed skatepark for Woodville.  
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6. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

Major items not on the agenda may be dealt with at this meeting if so resolved 
by the Council and the chairperson explains at the meeting at a time when it is 
open to the public the reason why the item was not listed on the agenda and the 
reason why discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent 
meeting. 

Minor matters not on the agenda relating to the general business of the Council 
may be discussed if the chairperson explains at the beginning of the meeting, at 
a time when it is open to the public, that the item will be discussed at that 
meeting, but no resolution, decision or recommendation may be made in respect 
of that item except to refer it to a subsequent meeting. 

7. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s 
Items of Business 

8. Confirmation of Minutes  5 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 28 May 2025 (as circulated) , 
Extraordinary Council meeting held on 4 June 2025 (as circulated)  and 
Extraordinary Council meeting held on 11 June 2025 (as circulated) be confirmed 
as true and accurate records of the meetings. 

 

9. Community Boards and Community Committees Reports 

9.1 Minutes - Explore Pahiatua Community Committee 26 

Recommended 

That the minutes of the Explore Pahiatua Community Committee meeting held 
04 June 2025 be received. 

9.2 Minutes - Eketahuna Community Board 35 

Recommended 

That the minutes of the Eketāhuna Community Board meeting held 9 June 2025 
be received. 

9.3 Minutes - Dannevirke Community Board 42 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held 16 June 
2025 be received.  

Note: Any of the Community Boards and Community Committees may send a 
representative to address the Council on any issues within the agenda 
or matters of interest to them. 
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10. Reports 

10.1 Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings 49 

10.2 Adoption of Annual Plan 2025-26 and Schedule of Fees and 
Charges 215 

10.3 Rates Resolution for 2025-26 Financial Year 229 

10.4 Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members 237 

10.5 Requests for Information under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 243  

11. Portfolio Reports 

Councillors assigned the responsibility to undertake the portfolio for a specific 
activity can report back on any of these matters. 

12. Mayoral Matters  

13. Items not on the Agenda Accepted in Accordance with the 
Procedure Outlined as per Agenda Item 4     

14. Public Excluded Items of Business 

Recommendation 

 That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 

Land Purchase - Dannevirke Impounded Water Supply – 
Memorandum of Agreement 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 
the specific grounds under Section 48 (1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 

General subject matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under 
Section 48 (1) for 
the passing of this 
resolution 

Land Purchase - 
Dannevirke Impounded 
Water Supply – 
Memorandum of 
Agreement 

To protect commercial and 
industrial negotiations 

<Section (1)(a)(i) 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48 (1) (a) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or 
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interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act or Section 6 or Section 7 
or Section 9 of the Official Information Act 1982, as the case may require, which 
would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting in public are as follows:  

s7(2)(i) The withholding of the information is necessary to enable the local 
authority to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, 
negotiations (including commercial and industrial negotiations). 

15. Closure 
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Minutes of a meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council Chamber, 156 High 
Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 28 May 2025 commencing at 9:30 am. 

 

1. Present 

Her Worship the Mayor - Mrs T H Collis, Crs E L Peeti-Webber (Deputy Mayor), 
N L Chase, A K Franklin, S M Gilmore, P A Johns, M F Long, K A Sutherland, 
S A Wallace and S M Wards 

In Attendance 

Mr B Nicholson - Chief Executive 
Mrs K Tani - Group Manager – Strategy and Information 
Ms S Lowe - Group Manager – People, Capability and Customer 

Experience 
Mr H Featonby - Group Manager - Operations 
Ms J Smith - Legal Counsel and Procurement Manager (via Teams) 
Mr P Wimsett - Chief Advisor  
Mr J Single - Regulatory Services Manager   
Mrs S Walshe - Finance Manager 
Mrs B Fowler - Senior Financial Accountant 
Ms E Roberts - Revenue Manager 
Ms A Charmley - Planning Services Manager 
Mrs S Fountaine - Community Engagement Officer 
Mrs A Dunn - Manager – Democracy Services 

  

2. Council Prayer 

 The Mayor opened the meeting with the Council Prayer. 

3. Apologies 

 There were no apologies. 

4. Petition  

4.1 Petition Against Closure of Dannevirke Information Centre 

 Alison Amboy presented her petition against the closure of the Dannevirke 
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Information Centre, with 463 signatures.  The statement of petition was: “The 
Dannevirke Information Centre is an important service that supports and provides 
many services in the Dannevirke. It is a vital resource for those in our area who 
may not be as comfortable with digital technology, offering them a space where 
they can access the knowledge and services they need.  The Dannevirke 
Information Centre acts as a crucial hub for promoting local businesses and 
tourism. This centre provides the visibility they need and fosters economic growth, 
bringing more opportunities and jobs to our community. Closing this centre would 
mean a significant loss of resources and support. Not only would it impact 
individuals who rely on its services, but it would also diminish our community’s 
capacity to support local commerce and tourism.  Join me in calling for action to 
save the Dannevirke Information Centre. Please sign this petition to show your 
support and help secure a vibrant future for our community.”  

In speaking to the petition she noted her concerns that there was no information 
in the Long Term Plan regarding the planned closure of the information centre, 
that the decision to close the information centre was not publicly communicated 
and the community were not able to have their say on this decision, gave an 
example of a decision taken by the Council to provide an interest free loan to an 
organisation in the southern part of the district and her opinion that this funding 
should have been directed to the information centre instead, and that the Council 
was not seeking to keep the employee of the information centre.  She asked that 
the Council reconsider the decision to close the information centre or re-open 
consultation on this matter.  

 That the petition be received. 

Crs Peeti-Webber/Gilmore      Carried  

 

5. Public Forum  

5.1 Public Forum – Pahiatua Menz Shed 

 Brian Dent, of Pahiatua Menz Shed spoke about the number of Menz Sheds in 
New Zealand, which were about 187 and outlined their purpose as a social centre 
for retired men, where they share skills and give back to the community.  He 
spoke about how at their shed they have carpenters, engineers, electricians, 
many skills. As a group they have become involved with many organisations 
within Pahiatua.  Their need is for a permanent home.  So far, they have been 
going for five years and have had three homes.  The owners of their current 
premises were not willing to enter into a lease arrangement with them, and has 
come to Council to seek use of a council building for their activity.  They have 13 
members at the moment.  He felt there were a number of buildings in Pahiatua 
that Council owned, and would appreciate support form Council for providing 
premises for them.  In response to questions about any particular buildings he 
was interested in, he noted there was a building at the recycling centre that they 
were interested in using.  It was advised the building at the recycling centre was 
not available, however there were a number of empty buildings in Pahiatua that 
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were not Council owned that could be potential premises.  It was also suggested 
that publicity through the local newspaper could be useful in finding premises.  

6. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

 Nil 

7. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s 
Items of Business 

 Nil 

8. Confirmation of Minutes 

 That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 30 April 2025 (as circulated) be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meetings. 

Crs Wallace/Chase Carried  
  

That the minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 7 May 2025 (as 
circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meetings. 

Crs Johns/Wards Carried  
  

That the minutes of Extraordinary Council meeting held on 21 May 2025 (as 
circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meetings. 

Crs Johns/Peeti-Webber Carried  

9. Community Boards and Community Committees Reports 

9.1 Minutes - Explore Pahiatua Community Committee 

 That the minutes of the Explore Pahiatua Community Committee meeting held 
07 May 2025 be received. 

Crs Gilmore/Long Carried  
 
9.2 Minutes - Positively Woodville Community Committee 

 That the minutes of the Positively Woodville Community Committee meeting 
held 6 May 2025 be received.  

Crs Gilmore/Long Carried  
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9.3 Minutes - Eketahuna Community Board 

 That the minutes of the Eketāhuna Community Board meeting held 12 May 2025 
be received.  

Crs Gilmore/Long Carried  
 
9.4 Minutes - Dannevirke Community Board 

 That the minutes of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held 19 May 
2025 be received.  

Crs Gilmore/Long Carried  

10. Reports 

10.1 Proposed Alternate Electricity for Dannevirke Wastewater Operation - 
Rangitāne o Tamaki nui-a-Rua Charitable Trust  Solar System 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Chief Advisor dated 16 
May 2025 that sought to obtain from Council to finalise a right to occupy and 
electricity supply contract for a floating solar array on Pond 4 of the Dannevirke 
Wastewater pond at 122 Makirikiri Road, Dannevirke. 

Lorraine Stephenson, Rangitāne o Tamaki nui-a-Rua, and Matiu Taurau and 
Anthony Pearse of Tu Mai Ra Energy, were in attendance to answer questions 
about the proposal.  

The Chief Advisor spoke about the service level improvements expected, the cost 
savings, and impact of improving resilience for the wastewater treatment plant.  

In response to questions, clarification was provided that the Council would 
receive power from the floating array, there would be no additional cost to 
Council for the connection, and that the Council would pay for power used at the 
discounted rate.  Assurance was sought around insurance for any damage that 
may be caused by the array, for example should it break free during a storm and 
damage the pond liner, and it was noted that the Runanga had insurance to cover 
such matters.   

Mr Matiu Taurau, Chief Executive of Tu Mai Ra Energy, gave a presentation that 
provided background on the project and outlined the business case for the 
project.  

Councillor Long left the meeting at 10:40am and returned at 10:43am 

The Chief Executive noted that the proposed agreement would be brought before 
Council to ensure there was comfort with the agreement being entered into.  

 That the report from the Chief Advisor dated 16 May 2025 concerning the 
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Proposed Alternate Electricity for Dannevirke Wastewater Operation - 
Rangitāne o Tamaki nui-a-Rua Charitable Trust  Solar System be received. 

That Council authorise the Chief Executive to proceed to enter the necessary 
agreements with Rangitāne o Tamaki nui-a-Rua Charitable Trust for the supply 
of electricity and in turn for Council to provide a right to occupy the land on 
which Pond 4 and some adjacent land for the purpose of constructing, 
generating, transmitting and storing electricity by way of a floating solar array 
The Solar System”. 

Crs Sutherland/Johns Carried  

Cr M Long recorded his vote against the motion. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:38am and resumed at 11:58am. 
 
10.2 Deliberation on matters raised through Local Water Done Well 

Consultation 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Chief Advisor dated 07 
May 2025 that presented the results of the public consultation on the Local Water 
Done Well proposal, and sought discussion on each of the matters raised through 
the consultation, and sought a decision on the future of Water Services delivery 
for adoption by Council at its June 2025 meeting. 

The Chief Advisor noted that the Council was at the point of needing to determine 
whether the Tararua District Council would stand alone, or would enter into the 
Council-controlled organisation model with the Wairarapa Councils.  He noted the 
three Wairarapa Councils had agreed to proceed with the Council-controlled 
organisation model, with some caveats and ideas that would be included in the 
decision-making report that would be brought before Council at its meeting 
scheduled for 11 June 2025.   

He spoke about:  

Benefits 

Ring fencing for pricing to prevent cross subsidisation 

Controls from organisations such as the Local Government Funding 
Agency, Commerce Commission and Taumata Arowai 

Development contributions 

Statement of expectations 

Then shareholder input to the strategy  

He noted that work was currently underway on the key documents for this, and 
highlighted that none of this was voluntary, it was required via an Act of 
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Parliament.  

He further noted the Government’s indications that additional regulation would 
be coming for three waters, and the opportunity to reduce costs by working with 
other councils.  

Clarification was sought on the percentage of debt that can be transferred to the 
new entity.  In response it was noted that the Department of Internal Affairs had 
identified two models in their report to the Council last year, which would be 
based on what Wai+T model looked like.  The Chief Advisor explained the internal 
borrowing component, which would be what each council brings as net equity per 
connection for the services.  In response to whether shareholding in the entity 
would be proportional and if so, whether that impact Council’s voice within the 
entity, it was noted that the way that Councils influence the Council-controlled 
organisation would be through the Letter of Expectation.  The Statement of Intent 
would then come back from the Council-controlled organisation to the Councils.   

In response to a questions about whether it would it be possible for the Tararua 
District Council to complete an enhanced status quo plan as well to enable the 
community to see what it would look like as a comparison, it was noted that the 
problem would be in developing all of the other material that is required in the 
Act.  The Chief Executive noted that the decision required by the Council needed 
to be based on the merit of information currently before Council, and that 
matters of concerns being raised were matters for consideration at the 
negotiating table.  He highlighted the significant changes that would be required 
should Council decide to set up a single-council entity, and the additional costs 
that would apply to comply with the new regulations when they were introduced. 
It was advised that should a member Council not continue with the Council-
controlled organisation model, then officers would come back to the Council with 
additional options at that point.   

 That the report from the Chief Advisor dated 07 May 2025 concerning the 
Deliberation on matters raised through Local Water Done Well Consultation be 
received. 

That the late submission received on 7 May 2025 from S Hammond be accepted. 

That responses to matters raised through submissions be made as set out in 
Section 5 of the report of the Chief Advisor dated 7 May 2025. 

That Option 1, the Joint Wairarapa Tararua Council Controlled Organisation 
option, be submitted to Council for adoption on 11 June 2025 for the delivery of 
Water Services in the Tararua District. 

Mayor Collis/Wards Carried  

Cr M Long recorded his vote against the motion. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:49pm and resumed at 2:17pm. 
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10.3 Contestable Fund Round 2 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Group Manager – 
Strategy and Community Wellbeing dated 17 April 2025 that presented the 
assessment and funding recommendations  for the contestable funds 
applications.  The following declarations of interest were made, with Councillors 
not participating in the debate or decision-making on applications where they had 
a conflict of interest: 

Mayor Collis: Friends of the Dannevirke Domain 

Councillor Peeti-Webber: Dannevirke Community Board 

Councillor Johns: Woodville Bowling Club, Woodville Art Society 

Councillor Wards: Dannevirke Sports Club 

Councillor Gilmore: Tararua REAP 

The report briefly outlined the evaluation process, including criteria used to 
assess applications and the collaborative scoring approach undertaken by key 
stakeholders. 

With regard to the funding criteria, it was noted that there was a need to provide 
more clarity to guide applicants. 

During consideration of the funding applications, the Council agreed to consider a 
number of these separately where members disagreed with the officers’ 
recommended funding.  

With regard to applications received from individuals for support for competing in 
international events as a representative, the Council noted the previous 
parameters of the International Representatives Fund, which set a funding limit 
dependent on whether the event was being held in Australasia or further afield.  
The Council proposed setting these amounts by resolution for clarity.  

 That the following amounts apply to requests for funding for International 
Representatives: 

Domestic travel - $500 per competitor 

Australia travel - $1,000 per competitor 

International travel - $1,500 per competitor 

Crs Peeti-Webber/Chase Carried  
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That Lucas Knight be granted $1,500 from the Contestable Fund.  

Crs Peeti-Webber/Chase Carried  
  

That Ruahine Ramblerz be granted $1,578.50 from the Contestable Fund.  

Crs Wallace/Chase Carried  
  

That Cape Turnagain Golf Club be granted $1,000 from the Contestable Fund.  

Crs Peeti-Webber/Chase Carried  
  

That the Ruahine Māori Wardens 1997 be granted $2,000 from the Contestable 
Fund.  

Crs Chase/Collis Carried  
  

That Te Ahu a Turanga Marae be granted $500 from the Contestable Fund 
towards the Matariki event. 

Crs Gilmore/Johns Carried  
  

That Woodville Art and History Inc be granted $1,500 from the Contestable 
Fund.  

Crs Gilmore/Franklin Carried  
  

That the Dannevirke Community Board be granted $5,000 from the Contestable 
Fund.  

Crs Wallace/Gilmore Carried  
  

That the Dannevirke Sports Club Inc be granted $2,000 from the Contestable 
Fund.  

Crs Wallace/Sutherland Carried  
  

That the Eketāhuna Golf Club Inc be granted $1,920.50 from the Contestable 
Fund.  

Crs Gilmore/Peeti-Webber Carried  
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That the report from the Group Manager - Strategy and Community Wellbeing 
dated 17 April 2025 concerning the Contestable Fund Round 2 be received. 

That the application for Te Tahua o Rangitane Limited, is not awarded the pre-
allocated $10,000. 

That allocation of final amounts, to the total of $50,000 be determined as 
follows: 

Applicant Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommend
ed 

Amount  
Allocated 

Te Tahua o Rangitane Limited $20,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Pahiatua Bowling Club $4,284.70 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 

Mr Aidan Lyons $3,744.52 $3,500.00 $3,500.00 

Friends of Mangatainoka-
Pahiatua Cemetery 

$9,462.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

Ruahine Ramblerz $1,578.50 $0.00 $1,578.50 

Dannevirke Bowling Club (inc) $6,458.84 $0.00 $0.00 

Eketahuna Golf Club Incorporated $8,000.00 $0.00 $1,941.50 

Te Rehunga Public Hall Society $26,222.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Ngati Kahungunu ki Tamaki-nui-a-
Rua 

$16,800.00 $0.00 $4,500.00 

Dannevirke Gallery of History $6,974.00 $2,115.00 $2,115.00 

Makirikiri Marae Komiti $6,300.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

Friends of the Dannevirke Domain $22,042.29 $10,940.00 $10,940.00 

Ruahine School Parents for Kids $9,669.97 $5,000.00 $1,500.00 

Pahiatua Junior Football Club $2,835.00 $2,835.00 $2,835.00 

Dannevirke Community Board $24,408.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 

Cape Turnagain Golf Club $1,000.00 $0.00 $1,000.00 

Lucas Knight $15,000.00 $10,000.00 $1,500.00 

Tararua REAP $1,880.00 $410.00 $410.00 

A L Clarke Shearing Ltd $9,500.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Ormondville Hall & Domain Board $21,000.00 $4,000.00 $4,000.00 

Woodville Bowling Club $2,200.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Woodville Art & History, Inc. $3,210.00 $0.00 $1,500.00 

Dannevirke Community Garden $6,000.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00 

Dannevirke Regent Cinema Inc $5,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Dannevirke Sports Club 
Incorporated 

$5,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 

Ormondville Rail Preservation 
Group Inc 

$18,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 

Weber Community Committee $700.00 $700.00 $700.00 

Ruahine Maori Wardens 1997 $7,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 

Te Ahu A Turanga Marae $2,564.12 $500.00 $500.00 

Lumina Solar $13,218.35 $0.00 $0.00 

Jamie Monaghan $4,000.00 $0.00 $0.00 
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Total $285,052.29 $50,000.00  

 

That eligibility criteria be reviewed and agreed upon for future rounds. 

That Council adopt different assessment process for future rounds, as outlined in 
Option 1 - A panel comprising the Mayor, Tamaki Nui-A-Rua Māori Ward 
Councillor, Southern Ward Councillor, and Northern Ward Councillor 
collaboratively reviews and scores applications, with their determinations being 
final. 

Crs Peeti-Webber/Gilmore Carried  
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:53pm and resumed at 3:54pm. 
 
It was noted that items related to the Finance Management Report and Third Quarter Report 
on results would be left lying on the table and brought back to the table at the next 
extraordinary meeting of Council.  
 
10.4 Urban Enhancement Strategy 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Group Manager – 
Strategy and Community Wellbeing dated 13 May 2025 that provided the final 
draft of the Urban Enhancement Strategy and sought to proceed to engage with 
the public for feedback on the strategy from 2 June 2025 to 27 June 2025. 
Clarification was sought on the purpose of engagement on the strategy, noting 
the amount of consultation and engagement being put out to the community, 
and it was advised that the outcomes and benefits for the community after it has 
been adopted would be a long term strategy, and it was noted this was funded 
through the better off funding.   

It was noted that feedback from the community was needed for Council to adopt 
a strategy, and advice provided on how the strategy would fit in with the District 
Plan Review and the value it would bring to the towns in the district. 

 That the report from the Group Manager - Strategy and Community Wellbeing 
dated 13 May 2025 concerning the Urban Enhancement Strategy be received. 

That Council agrees to notify the public of the Urban Enhancement Strategy for 
the purpose of seeking feedback on the strategy.  

Crs Johns/Wallace Carried  

Councillors Franklin and Gilmore recorded their votes against the motion.  
 
10.5 Regulatory Services Report 1 February 2025 to 30 April 2025 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Regulatory Services 
Manager dated 15 May 2025 that provided an update of the statistical 



 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 15 

information provided by Regulatory Services for information purposes only. It was 
noted that a software glitch had removed the figures from one table within the 
report.  The figures missing were noted as being for abandoned vehicles, 31 and 
noise complaints, 300.  

 That the report from the Regulatory Services Manager dated 15 May 2025 
concerning the Regulatory Services Report 1 February 2025 to 30 April 2025 be 
received. 

Crs Wards/Wallace Carried  
 
10.6 Chief Executive Recruitment – Timeline and Process 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Group Manager – 
People, Capability and Customer Experience dated 20 May 2025 that sought 
Council’s endorsement of the proposed recruitment timeline guide and process 
for the appointment of a new Chief Executive, ensuring alignment with the 2025 
local government election cycle. 

An explanation was sought on how the appointment of an Interim Chief 
Executive, would work.   

 That the report from the Group Manager - People, Capability and Customer 
Experience dated 20 May 2025 concerning the Chief Executive Recruitment – 
Timeline and Process be received. 

That the proposed recruitment timeline and process be endorsed, including 
approval to initiate the Request for Proposal (RFP) process for recruitment 
agency services, and confirmation that the evaluation of proposals will take 
place at a Council meeting scheduled following the close of the RFP period. 

Crs Sutherland/Johns Carried  
 
10.7 Requests for Information under the Local Government Official 

Information and Meetings Act 1987 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Manager – Democracy 
Services dated 19 May 2025 that provided information on the requests for 
information received under the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987. 

 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 19 May 2025 
concerning the Requests for Information under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 be received.  

Crs Johns/Long Carried  

11. Correspondence  



 

Page 16 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 

 Nil 

12. Portfolio Reports 

12.1 Councillor S M Wards spoke about her recent attendance as Council’s 
representative at the Rural Health Conference, now called Hauora Tai Whenua.  
She noted there were 540 delegates across a range of sectors, with relevant 
presentations from Hon Matt Doocey, Associate Minister of Health and Clayton 
Irving who reminded attendees of health outcomes for vulnerable communities, 
the definition of which now included the rural communities. She spoke about the 
changes in health over the years from the point of technology and gave the 
example of point of care testing, which improved access for rural communities.  
She reflected on the potential for local government to have influence, speaking 
about the opportunities coming up, and the importance of membership to 
Hauora Tai Whenua.  

It was suggested that a letter go out to other Councils encouraging them to 
become members of Hauora Tai Whenua.  

13. Mayoral Matters  

 Nil 

14. Items not on the Agenda 

 Nil 

 

 

There being no further business the Mayor thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 4:48pm.  

 

 

 

 ____________________________  

 Mayor 
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Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council 
Chamber, 156 High Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 4 June 2025 commencing at 9:30 am. 

 

1. Present 

Her Worship the Mayor - Mrs T H Collis, Crs E L Peeti-Webber (Deputy Mayor) 
(via Teams), N L Chase, A K Franklin (via Teams), S M Gilmore, P A Johns, 
K A Sutherland, S A Wallace and S M Wards 

In Attendance 

Mr B Nicholson - Chief Executive 
Mrs K Tani - Group Manager – Strategy and Information 
Mrs S Walshe - Finance Manager 
Mrs B Fowler - Senior Financial Accountant 
Ms E Roberts - Revenue Manager 
Mr K van der Oord - Communications Team Manager 
Mrs A Dunn - Manager – Democracy Services 
  

2. Apologies 

 There were no apologies. 

3. Reports 

3.1 Deliberations on Matters Raised through Submissions on the Annual Plan 
2025-26 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Finance Manager dated 
26 May 2025 that provided information on matters for consideration during 
deliberations on the submissions received through the consultation process. 

 
3.1.1 Footpaths in the Tararua District: the Council discussed the options outlined, 

with clarification being sought on how the option for setting up a capital project 
would be funded. It was explained that this would be funded from the 
depreciation reserve, which was a change from the methodology formerly used 
due to footpaths previously attracting subsidies from NZ Transport Agency Waka 
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Kotahi. 

During discussion it was noted that the option consulted on for increasing rates 
by $150,000 for footpath maintenance related to the next two financial years.  It 
was asked whether the new option proposed for a capital project could be set at 
$150,000 for the 2025-26 financial year to fund additional maintenance for that 
year, and that further discussion be undertaken in the 2026-27 Annual Plan, 
enabling Council an opportunity to have a look at a wider footpath strategy.  

 That the Tararua District Council include a new Capital project for footpath 
maintenance of $150,000 for the 2025-26 financial year to allow some renewal 
work to be carried out, noting that this will not increase rates. 

Crs Gilmore/Wallace Carried  

Cr S M Wards recorded her vote against the motion 
 
3.1.2 Waisplash Carpark Proposal:  during discussion it was noted that the proposed 

recommendation delegated authority to the Chief Executive to enter into 
negotiations for the purchase of the property at 33 York Street.  Clarification was 
sought about the process for development of the proposed carpark.  In response 
it was noted that a report would need to be provided to the Council in the future 
regarding the development of the car park, which would include estimated costs.  
The project for development of the car park would need to be included in the 
Council’s next Long Term Plan.  

In response to a request for an outline of the expected timeframe, the Chief 
Executive advised that he would be making contact with the owners, and once 
due diligence had been undertaken, a report would be brought back to Council 
over the next month, depending on progress.  

 That the Tararua District Council delegate authority to the Chief Executive to 
negotiate the purchase of property at 33 York Street, and enter into a sale and 
purchase agreement for the property subject to confirmation by Council at a 
later meeting. 

Crs Johns/Wallace Carried  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:13am and resumed at 10:14am. 

3.1.3 Dannevirke Information Centre: during discussion an update was sought  on 
progress for bringing the functions of the Dannevirke Information Centre into the 
Council. In response it was noted that a list of the tasks undertaken had been 
provided to the Council, and these tasks had been factored into the recent 
integration of services work.  It was noted that the level of service to the 
community would be increasing due to the longer opening hours of the Council’s 
service centre.  The comments made through submissions about the need for 
increased signage to direct customers to the Council service centre were 
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highlighted.  

 That the Council note the comments made through the submissions regarding 
the decision by the Dannevirke Information Centre Incorporated Society to cease 
trading. 

Crs Johns/Sutherland Carried  
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:29am and resumed at 10:47am 

3.1.4 Charging of Uniform Annual General Charge on land that has multiple dwellings, 
information on Uniform Annual General Charge percentage, and spread of rates 
increase and impact on sectors including lifestyle properties: during discussion 
clarification was sought about the considerations given to the Uniform Annual 
General Charge during the 2024-34 Long Term Plan process, and clarification of 
the figures provided.  In response it was advised that the figures provided were 
based on the most recent Quotable Value dataset available to Council.  To make 
changes to how rates were charged on land that had multiple dwellings, it was 
advised that a rating review would need to be undertaken and changes made to 
the Revenue and Financing Policy.  This would require a significant amount of 
work, and during the development of the next Long Term Plan would be the 
appropriate timing. There would need to be a direction from Council to officers to 
provide advice to the Council to enable decision-making by Council on whether to 
undertake this review for the next Long Term Plan.  Included in that advice could 
be a review of previous advice provided for past Long Term Plans.   With regard to 
guidance on the percentage of the UAGC for this Annual Plan, it was advised that 
until the Local Water Done Well work had been completed it would not be an 
appropriate time to look at that.  For the next Long Term Plan a more in-depth 
look could be taken on the application of the UAGC and consideration of fairness 
elements.  

 That further work be undertaken and brought back to Council for a further 
understanding of developing a revenue and financing policy for the next Long 
Term Plan.  

Mayor Collis/Gilmore Carried  

 
 That the Council undertake a review of the UAGC as part of the next Long Term 

Plan including a deep dive to understand implications.  

Mayor Collis/Gilmore Carried  

 
3.1.5 Town Signage: it was noted that this item in the draft Annual Plan related to 

replacement of signage for Council’s facilities, not to signage of town names at 
the entries to the district’s towns. During discussion it was noted that some towns 
had welcome signage for their town that had been created by community groups.  
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3.1.6 Sealing of Roads: during discussion it was noted that a report had been provided 
to Council previously regarding the NZ Transport Agency requirements for sealing 
of rural roads, and that this could be made available to submitters on this topic. 

3.1.7 Local Water Done Well: it was noted that the establishment costs for the 
proposed Council-controlled organisation had not yet been included into the draft 
Annual Plan, however when included would be cost-neutralised so there would 
be no rating impact.  

3.1.8 Remaining resolutions regarding Deliberations on Submissions on the Annual 
Plan 2025-26 

 That the report from the Finance Manager dated 26 May 2025 concerning the 
Deliberations on Matters Raised through Submissions on the Annual Plan 2025-
26 be received. 

That the Tararua District Council note the matters raised through submissions 
on the draft Annual Plan 2025-26. 

That the request to bring forward budget into the 2025-26 Annual Plan for the 
projects outlined in Section 8 of this report be approved, noting that there is no 
material impact on rates requirements.  

That the Tararua District Council notes that further information will be provided 
to the extraordinary meeting of Council being held 11 June 2025 regarding any 
costs to be included in the Annual Plan regarding loan funding for establishment 
of the Council-Controlled Organisation for Water Services.  

That the Tararua District Council note the feedback received from other 
submitters.   

Crs Johns/Sutherland Carried  
 
3.2 Finance and Performance - Management Report 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Finance Manager dated 
17 May 2025 that provided an update on matters relating to financial and service 
performance. 

 That the report from the Finance Manager dated 17 May 2025 concerning the 
Finance and Performance - Management Report (as circulated) be received and 
the contents noted. 

Crs Wallace/Chase Carried  
 
3.3 Third Quarter Performance Report - Period Ending 31 March 2025 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Finance Manager dated 
17 May 2025 that provided the performance report for the nine months to 31 
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March 2025 and provided an indication of the year end results.  

With regard to the capital projects deferred, it was noted that the Akitio Toilets 
project had been deferred due to funding from the Tourism Infrastructure Fund 
not being available. It was noted this was an important project and that there was 
potentially another tourism fund that may be possible to approach for funding for 
this project.  

With regard to the Treasury report, it was asked that information be provided to 
show the achieved interest rate against the unhedged rate to show whether 
prefunding was beneficial to the Council.  

It was also asked that clarification be provided on the number of debtors on 
agreement and number of debtors referred to Debt Management Central (DMC).  

 That the report from the Senior Financial Accountant dated 09 May 2025 
concerning the Third Quarter Performance Report - Period Ending 31 March 
2025 be received. 

Crs Gilmore/Johns Carried  
 

4. Closure 

There being no further business the Mayor thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 12:42pm.  

 

 

 

 ____________________________  

 Mayor 
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Minutes of an Extraordinary Meeting of the Tararua District Council held in the Council 
Chamber, 156 High Street, Dannevirke on Wednesday 11 June 2025 commencing at 9:30 am. 

 

1. Present 

Her Worship the Mayor - Mrs T H Collis, Crs E L Peeti-Webber (Deputy Mayor), 
N L Chase, A K Franklin, P A Johns, M F Long, K A Sutherland, S A Wallace and 
S M Wards 

In Attendance 

Mr B Nicholson - Chief Executive 
Mrs K Tani - Group Manager – Strategy and Information 
Mr H Featonby - Group Manager - Operations 
Ms J Smith - Legal Counsel and Procurement Manager 
Mr K van der Oord - Communications Team Manager 
Mrs S Walshe - Finance Manager 
Mrs B Fowler - Senior Financial Accountant 
Mrs A Dunn - Manager – Democracy Services 
 

2. Welcome and Meeting Opening 

 The meeting opened with karakia. 

3. Apologies 

 That the apologies from Cr S M Gilmore be received and leave of absence 
granted for the meeting.  

Mayor Collis/Wards Carried  

4. Reports 

4.1 Local Water Done Well - The Future of Water Services for Tararua District 

 The Tararua District Council considered the report of the Chief Advisor dated 24 
May 2025 that concluded the consultation process on Local Water Done Well. The 
report recommended the preferred option, to form a joint water services 
organisation with the Wairarapa District Councils of Masterton, Carterton and 
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South Wairarapa.  The report also sought delegation for the Chief Executive to 
progress negotiations with the three Wairarapa Councils. 

The Chief Executive spoke to the report, noting that the Chief Executives of the 
four Councils had been working on a document to discuss with the four Councils, 
setting out decisions needing to be made.  

In response to a question about recommendation 1.4 whether there would be 
sufficient time for officers to develop alternative options if any Councils exit from 
the group, the Chief Executive noted that Council needed to go through this 
process as it is, however he was confident that if there was a need to pivot 
officers would be ready.  

The Chief Executive noted that officers had reached out to the Department of 
Internal Affairs for guidance on some of the more contentious points of 
negotiation between the Councils.  

 That the report from the Chief Advisor dated 24 May 2025 concerning the  Local 
Water Done Well - The Future of Water Services for Tararua District be received. 

That Tararua District Council proceeds with the proposed joint water services 
model by establishing a joint council-controlled organisation (joint-CCO) with 
the district councils of Masterton, Carterton and South Wairarapa, and Tararua 
as participating councils, the “Wairarapa – Tararua Model”.   

That the Chief Executive be delegated authority to enter into a Commitment 
Agreement with the participating councils and commence developing the Water 
Services Delivery Plan and to negotiate the key principles, terms and conditions 
of a Joint Wairarapa-Tararua Council controlled Organisation with Masterton, 
Carterton and Wairarapa District Councils and report this back to a future 
meeting of the Tararua District Council. 

That the Tararua District Council note that should any of the Wairarapa Councils 
subsequently decide to exit from the proposed Joint Wairarapa-Tararua Council 
Controlled Organisation, then a report outlining next steps would be brought to 
the Council for consideration at that time.  

Crs Johns/Sutherland Carried  

 

A division was called: 

Voting for the motion: Her Worship the Mayor and Councillors Johns, Chase, 
Franklin, Peeti-Webber, Sutherland, Wards 

Voting against the motion: Cr Long 

Abstaining: Cr Wallace 

 



 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 25 

5. Closure 

There being no further business the Mayor thanked those present for their attendance and 
contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 9:59am.  

 

 

 

 ____________________________  

 Mayor 
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Minutes of the Explore Pahiatua Incorporated Society meeting held at the Tararua District 
Council Service Centre 136 Main Street, Pahiatua on 4th June 2025 at 7:00pm 

  

1. Present  

1.1. Committee Members: Raylene Treder (Acting Chair), Marie Kissick (Treasurer), Ingrid de Graaf, James 
Devoe, Anaissa Mandal, Sanam Asalmani and Georgina  Morrison (Secretary).  

1.2. Tararua District Council Representatives: Cr Scott Gilmore  

1.3. Members of the public: Jared Gardner 

2. Apologies  

2.1. Ali Romanos & Cr Alison Franklin.   

3. Conflicts of Interest  

3.1. None noted. 

4. Notification of Items not on the agenda / General Business  

4.1. Blackberry river work 

4.2. Jared Gardner: Request to discuss Incorporated Society Structure 

5. Confirmation of Minutes  

That the minutes of the Explore Pahiatua meeting held Wednesday May 7th 2025 (as circulated) 
be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

Carried  

6. Matters Arising   

6.1. Yellow Plane Gallery gratefully received and sent through photos. Funding will be acknowledged in other 
promotional material.  

6.2. Ali noted prior to the meeting that Council has changed the recycling comms to make clear bins will not 
be picked up if overfill or with lids. 

 
7. Correspondence  

Inwards 

i. Buy A Block for Swimming Pool 

a.  Xulei Du - Telstar Dairy - Gold block 

b. Stewart Checkley - Gold block 
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iii. Invoices 

a. Sarah Romanos: ANZAC Wreath Invoice 

b. Invoice - Nova Energy 

iv. Amanda Brew - Dog Park -as below FYI 

v. Mayor Tracey Collis: Resignation of Chief Executive Bryan Nicholson 

vi. Mallory Allen:  Sales and Purchase Agreement for Youth Centre 

vii. Mike Butterick: Notice of availability at Council Chambers May 26th  

viii. Tararua District Council  

a. Acknowledging receipt of Annual Plan Submission 

B. Forward request from Jared Gardner to speak at Meeting  

ix. Funding 

a.​ Karolyn Donald - Funding to replace Carnival Park Signage 

b.​ Billy Gordon - Yellow Plane Gallery Photos of funded Creative Sessions 

c.​ Gilda McKnight - seeking funding for Pahiatua Museum  

d.​ Eastern & Central Community Trust - notice of funded stage: $9,600 

​ x. David Evans (Bandy): Requesting information slide at the playground.  

Outwards 

i. Ali Romanos - Annual Plan Submission 

Action: Raylene to call David Evans re Playground/slide query. 

Action: Raylene to reply to Amanda Brew re Dog Park.  

Action: Georgina to request Gilda fill out a funding application form and resend email.  

7.1 Decision: ECCT email re Stage funding: The Committee agreed that we would fund the extra cost of 
around $6,000. Need to create an agreement around hireage and storage conditions. Insurance was raised 
and discussed as needing a review.  

7.2 Action: Marie, Raylene and James to work on stage policy documentation to bring back to July meeting. 

7.3 Action: Marie to review Insurance details and consider need for director liability insurance.  

That the inwards be received and outwards noted.  

Carried  

8. Tararua District Council Report (Cr Scott Gilmore)  

8.1. Cr Scott Gilmore thanked the Committee for its submission on Long Term Submission and Water Done 
Well. With regards to WDW, Cr Gilmore noted the majority of submitters agreed with option 1. TDC 
will consider adoption of the decision and then move into negotiation with the other Councils. 
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LTP; The majority of submitters did not want more money on footpaths but Council is looking at other 
options including a footpath strategy to share with the community.  

Council has approved the CE to start discussions with WaiSplash about the purchase of land adjacent to 
them.  

Council will begin recruitment for a temporary CE and the target to have a new CE appointed by March 2026. 

With regard to the financial concerns of Pūkaha Mt Bruce, Council has a dual role of protecting the loan with 
TDC as well as wanting to ensure Pūkaha’s viability.  

Open for submissions: Reserve Management Plan and Freedom Camping. Coming soon: Urban 
Enhancement Plan. Currently a Communication Strategy is open and staff are very receptive to 
feedback.  

That Cr Scott Gilmore’s Council Report be received.   
Carried  

9. Financial Report (Marie Kissick)  

9.1. Current status  

The balance of the main account is $64,437.06  

The balance of the Business Group account is $1,157.31.  

9.2. Invoices to be approved for payment on 20 May: 

 Payee Description Amount 

1. De Lesseps Media Ltd Bush Telegraph Feature $538.84 

2. Mitre 10 Community Garden Seedlings & Key $27.48 

3. Nova Energy Youth Centre – power (due 5 June) $94.99 

    TOTAL $661.31 

We have also paid the following invoices since the last meeting which are to be retrospectively approved: 

Thicket ANZAC Day Wreath $180.00 

Ali – Reimbursement Dump fees for Youth Centre Clean out $84.00 

Peter Russell Weed Mngt for Carnival Park $3,593.00 
 

9.3 Tagged Funds  

 Project Amount 

1. Harvard Playground $20,000.00 
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2. Carnival Park (originally $9,289.33 but reduced by $1,736.25 for Jan invoice, $985 for 

seedlings, $1,471.25 ABC invoice June, $1,000 tree removal June ’24, $3,593 Weed 

Mngt June ‘25.) 

$503.83 

3. Bush Telegraph Advertising (less payments since 1 August) $447.76 

4. Community Garden remaining infrastructure works $ 181.70 

5. Community garden operating costs for year ended June 2025 $ 653.25 

6. Lawnmowing for Polish memorial (until Nov 2025) $800.00 

7. Discretionary funding originally $7,507 (less $1,700 for Pahiatua Painting and 

Sculpture Group, $750 for Toy Library, $1,000 for Pahiatua Shears, $1,555 Children’s 

Day, $2,000 Yellow Plane Gall) 

$502.00 

 TOTAL $23,088.54 

 

That the financial report from Marie Kissick (Treasurer) for the preceding month be received and 
identified invoices approved for payment.  

Carried  
  

10. Portfolio Discussion points 

10.1. Road Safety Committee (Marie Kissick)  

Met with Constable Maxine Walshe during the month and spent some time looking at the site of the 
requested road crossing and other potential road safety issues.  While the Police are supportive of the idea 
behind our request and what we are trying to achieve, we talked about whether a crossing would create other 
unintended consequences (such as hazards elsewhere on the route).  To discuss further with the Committee.   

10.2 Action: Marie to email Mayor Tracey to ensure she is being invited to the TDC Road Safety Committee 
and look to that group to receive expert advice on the crossing issue.  

10.3 Cycleways - Noted the Ross Gillespie has enquired as to the whereabouts of the town clock that was 
previously on the Pahiatua library.  

10.4. Other Portfolio reports annexed below. 

11. Items not on the agenda / General Business  

11.1. Jared Gardner requested to speak to Explore Pahiatua about the role of Community Boards and 
Explore’s status as an Incorporated Society. Jared spoke to what he saw was the role of Community Boards 
such as advocating for the public, liaising with community groups and having input into Council processes. He 
had questions about Explore and how it aligns with these services and making itself available to the 
Community.  

Raylene stated the Committee would be happy to provide answers however asked Jared to cease 
live-streaming before doing so, as permission had not been sought. Jared confirmed he was live-streaming 
and chose to leave the meeting rather than cease the recording.  
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(Jared left the meeting at 7.10pm) 

 

11.2 Blackberry river work  

The Committee discussed options regarding removal of blackberry at the river. It was agreed there was still 
work to do to identify the most appropriate contractors and that a maintenance plan is also important. 
Committee happy to work through options via email to allow works to start as soon as possible.  

Action: Ali to approach contractors suggested by Committee members. Council to be informed of the project, 
who is carrying out the work to be aware of the Health & Safety and access issues.  

Next meeting date: 2nd July 2025. 

 Meeting Closed at 8:48pm 

Raylene Treder (Chair): _________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
Annexures  
 

1.​ Financial reports from Xero 
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2.​ Portfolio Reports  

Pahiatua Districts Business Group (PDBG) (Ingrid de Graaf)  
●​ Upcoming Event: Top 3 Employment Mistakes That Could Cost You Big - Monday, 9 June 2025 
●​ Upcoming Event: Everything You Need To Know About GST - Thursday, 26 June 2025 

Explore Pahiatua Marketing (Ingrid de Graaf)  
●​ May Bush Telegraph - last minute cancellation for cycleway working bee so space used to advertise 

upcoming PDBG events instead 
●​ June Bush Telegraph - pool update? 
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●​ Facebook - posted regarding the dog park, shared regarding PDBG employment law event 
●​ Do we need to reiterate that we are happy to share local events on our page? 

Treasure Carnival Park (Karolyn Donald)  
●​ Received a few questions from Horizon’s Biodiversity Community Team regarding our funding 

application. They wanted to clarify some key things: 
○​ Verify details around the projected costs of the project 
○​ Make sure DOC approves of the removal of the trees and that chainsaw use is able to be 

carried out given the wording of the Community Agreement. 
○​ Verifying Fonterra have approved of the use of the adjacent land for processing the trees. 
○​ Verifying the weeds have been controlled along the section in question as per the Weed 

Management Plan. 
●​ It was great to be able to send these questions off to all the relevant parties and have the replies in 

writing by the end of the next working day, showing clearly the relationships we have built with all of 
these parties and that all of our ducks appear to be in a row! We wait with baited breath for the 
outcome of this application. 

●​ Peter has invoiced us and been paid - thank you EPI for this prompt payment. He is off overseas for a 
time for a well earned break and will be back at Carnival Park in the Spring for essential work - very 
aware of the limited budget currently remaining for this financial year. 

●​ A late request for funding has been made to Carnival Park Management Board for a third of the weed 
control costs for the 2025 financial year $2,708.33 (as has been made in previous years). We await the 
outcome of that request. 

●​ Peter has in his own time pulled massive amounts of rubbish from along the new fenceline. We 
appreciate all the extra things he does beyond the scope of his employment. 

●​ Weed management has also begun in the Campground area, also by Peter. As a significant neighbor 
these works are crucial to minimising re-infestation of weed species.  

●​ Fonterra are also a significant neighbor and have contracted Peter to take care of the weeds along 
their side of the western and north western boundary fence. Work is well under way in this strip and 
we again appreciate their support with this project 

●​ Peter has established relationships with other boundary landowners and discussions are ongoing 
regarding the work that is being carried out in the Reserve and the crucial role neighbors play in 
helping to avoid re-infestation of weed species. 

Community Garden (Emma Elliott) 

●​ Things continue to tick along nicely in the community garden thanks to a trusty band of volunteers. 
Mowing on the grass has been taken over by a new volunteer. 

●​ All produce (potatoes grown from the spare seed potatoes from Help N Hand Spud in a Bucket 
competition, Jerusalem artichoke, Māori potatoes, the first of our yams) has been shared with 
volunteers or delivered to Help N Hands. The relationship between the garden and Pahiatua 
Foodbank is well and truly established and the food bank manager is incredibly grateful for our 
support. The sharing table at Help N Hand consistently includes our community garden produce. 

●​ We are gearing up for a big push at our first working bee in June this weekend. This will get more of 
our infrastructure (blackberry wires and spouting at the back of the picnic table shelter) completed. 
We will be purchasing material for the verandah conversion also so likely to finish the financial year 
fully spent against our $2k budget and remaining monies from Lotteries grant ($181). We very much 
hope that Explore Pahiatua can continue to support our work in this beautiful town asset. 

●​ We await notification from our mural artist regarding completion and installation. We hope Explore 
Pahiatua committee will join us at the reveal.  

●​ Of note from surrounding community gardens is news from the GROW space in Masterton. 
Overharvesting by those who put no effort into growing Kai, just taking it, has meant the space will 
now be used only to grow herbs and vegetable growing relocated to undisclosed location. Sadly it is a 
sign of our times. 

Swimming Pool  
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●​ Expressions of Interest (EOI) have closed with a substantial amount of applications. Three have been 
chosen to submit a tender. Tender documents will go out to the three successful applicants after the 
finalised designs have been received from CREATE - expected 13th June 2025. 

●​ Article in progress for the Bush Telegraph to update the community. 
●​ Members of the community hosted 23 students from South Dakota as a fundraiser for the pool. 

Civil Defence (Georgina Morrison)  

●​ Bush Multisport agreed to accept being a Civil Defence location. Awaiting feedback from TDC & 

meeting times with Marae Committee. 

●​ Action: Georgina to contact Pete Sinclair re funding. 

Harvard Plane Upgrade (James Devoe)  

●​ TDCs has replaced the plastic component on the seesaw, along with parts to improve its rocking 
motion. 

●​ They have also advised that maintenance will be carried out on the sideways swing, including 
replacing the matting with a bordered area filled with bark. 

●​ The upgraded new design is yet to come. Hopefully have something by next meeting.  

Youth Centre (Ali Romanos)  
●​ Negotiations have concluded with the purchaser.  We are now awaiting the due-diligence period to 

expire, and then settlement date. 
●​ Thanks to committee members for prompt attention to the various administrative requirements. 
●​ Ali and James disposed of the rubbish and junk from the Centre.  (Marie – I have sent you a receipt for 

reimbursement please.) 
●​ Ali has secured through Nigel Shaw room under the stairs in the Town Hall for most of Explore’s 

equipment.  And Bexx at Multisport has agreed we can store our large Christmas decorations in their 
lockup (which are too big/baulky for location of other equipment).  

Cycleways Project   

●​ Since the last meeting, we resolved not to do a working bee because, at this stage, it seems best to 
just get contractors in, rather than 10 lads standing around watching the digger.   

●​ Ali met with Jack Keast and Nelly from Horizons.  They have supplied information to help our 
contractor comply with the various rules, and provided helpful feedback.  Agreed that mulching is a 
good plan for the blackberry and most cost-efficient.  Ali has passed on information to Kody Hodder. 

●​ Kody to send a quote, but we working on understanding of around $12,000 plus GST, but with a 
budget of $15,000 plus GST.  The cost is principally equipment hire, in particular for a 20 tonne digger 
and various attachment heads.  We’ve explored local options but nothing suitable (e.g. Sedco’s digger 
too small).  Jack and Nelly will attend site on first morning the work commences to assist contractor. If 
not all plant matter can practicably be mulched, then they might try and burn some.  But I’ll leave that 
to the experts. The goal is to have all the main blackberry cleared. 

●​ Horizons are also providing us some spray for maintenance once the blackberry has been knocked 
back. 

●​ I am seek committee approval of approval of Kody’s quote once it comes in – and I will forward. 
●​ Also, question for Ali and Scott, what we need to do from Council’s perspective?  For example, we will 

probably want to remove the wire fence and possibly have the bollards removed?  Kody will be in 
charge of health and safety plan.  We can address this in due course, but ideally this work will be 
completed by the time of our July meeting. 

Explore Christmas 

●​ In 2024, first meeting was held in late June so I will start rounding up the troups! 
●​ Need to confirm all members of last year’s committee are keen to stay on - they had indicated they 
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were at the end of last year 

●​ Need to start road closure process ASAP after first meeting 
●​ Date for Explore Christmas will be Saturday, 6 December 2025 
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Eketāhuna Community Board 

Minutes of a meeting of the Eketāhuna Community Board held in the Eketāhuna War 
Memorial Hall, corner of Jones Street and State Highway 2, Eketāhuna on Monday 9 June 
2025 commencing at 10:00 am. 

1. Present 

Board Members: S C McGhie (Chairperson), L J Barclay, T M Carew (via Teams), E 
E Chase, and Cr M F Long  

In Attendance 

Mrs S Fountaine – Community Engagement Officer  
Mrs A Dunn – Manager – Democracy Services (via Teams) 
Mrs S Anthony  – Democracy Support Officer 
  

2. Apologies 

 There were no apologies. 

3. Public Forum  

3.1 Pauline Wilson was in attendance and spoke about the New Residents Welcome 
and that it had been some time since the last welcome event.  She advised that 
she had received requests from the community to consider holding an event 
before the next election of Community Board members.  

Board members advised Pauline that the New Members Welcome is conducted 
every three years at the beginning of the term of the newly elected Board. 

Pauline also spoke about the resealing of Bridge Street, Eketāhuna, noting that 
the street had been repaired over a 7 year period and the leak had been reported 
to Council and a CRM lodged. 

Pauline expressed that she wished to discuss the Eketāhuna Community Plan and 
what progress had been made following the community survey that was carried 
out.  The Board advised that this topic was on the agenda for today’s meeting for 
further discussion, and the delay in the development of the community plan was 
due to a staff member taking up a new position, and the time to recruit a 
replacement staff member to continue this work. 
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Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

 Newman Road  

Street Christmas Lights Removed  

Wilson Lane  

Church Street Rubbish  

Street Cleaning  

Rubbish Bins  

Predator Trap Line Notification  

Hamua Cemetery  

4. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s 
Items of Business 

 Councillor Mike Long declared a conflict of interest in relation to information on 
Marchant Street in the Management Report. 

5. Confirmation of Minutes 

 That the minutes of the Eketāhuna Community Board meeting held on 12 May 
2025 (as circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

Chase/Barclay Carried  

 

6. Tararua District Council Report 

6.1 Report from the Tararua District Council 

 That the report from the Tararua District Council extraordinary meeting held 21 
May 2025, and the meeting held 28 May 2025 be received. 

Barclay/Carew Carried  

 

7. Reports 

7.1 Draft Urban Enhancement Strategy 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 12 May 2025 that provided an update on the draft Urban 
Enhancement Strategy. 

The Board agreed to arrange a time after the meeting for further discussion and 
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make a submission. 

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 12 May 2025 
concerning the Draft Urban Enhancement Strategy be received. 

Chase/Barclay Carried  
 
7.2 Consultation on Tararua District Reserves Management Plan and 

Supporting Information 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 4 June 2025 that provided information on the consultation 
on the draft Tararua District Reserves Management Plan. 

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 04 June 2025 
concerning the Consultation on Tararua District Reserves Management Plan and 
Supporting Information be received. 

Carew/Barclay Carried  
 
7.3 Consultation on Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2025 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 4 June 2025 that provided information on the consultation 
on the draft Freedom Camping Bylaw.  

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 04 June 2025 
concerning the Consultation on Draft Freedom Camping Bylaw 2025 be received. 

Long/Barclay Carried  
 
7.4 Management Report 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 30 May 2025 that provided an update on key activities and 
items of interest from the Infrastructure, Climate Change and Emergency 
Management Committee meeting held 21 May 2025 with information covering 
the period 12 April to 10 May 2025, and from the Community Development and 
Wellbeing Committee meeting held 4 June 2025. 

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 30 May 2025 
concerning the Management Report be received. 

Barclay/Carew Carried  
 
7.5 Portfolio Programme Project Report 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 15 May 2025 that provided an update on the key portfolios, 
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programmes and project statuses as reported to the Infrastructure, Climate 
Change and Emergency Management Committee on 21 May 2025. 

Cr Long advised that the pipe from number 2 pond to the wetland is completed. 
Next steps are to receive the results for water quality with testing carried out 
over some months, and compare to historic results from number 2 pond.  The 
challenge is to prevent stormwater from entering the waste water.  

The Board noted that the general feedback on water metering from the 
community is negative with concerns about installation and maintenance costs. 

A question was asked as to how the metering charges would work at the water fill 
station behind the Library which is utilised by rural residents, and it was 
suggested that this would need to be considered and monitored.  It was also 
asked whether all residents would be charged from the same date as it would be 
unfair to residents to stagger charges for water use across the community. Cr 
Long agreed to take this feedback back and report back at the next Board 
meeting, along with the costs of the meters. 

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 15 May 2025 
concerning the Portfolio Programme Project Report be received. 

Long/Barclay Carried  
 
7.6 Eketāhuna Community Plan 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Community 
Engagement Officer dated 3 June 2025 that provided an update on the Eketāhuna 
Community Plan. 

It was advised that the Community Engagement Officer had just taken on the role 
and there has been a 6 – 8 month gap since the previous officer left which has 
delayed progress of the plan.  The Board agreed that the previous survey results 
be utilised, as opposed to conducting a new survey, to avoid any further delays.  It 
was suggested that the Board hold a workshop to go over the plan again and to 
take the discussion to Eketāhuna Our Town Committee and Board Member Chase 
agreed to arrange this.  The Board requested that if a copy of the draft 
community plan currently exists, that this be forwarded to them to take to the 
workshop. 

 That the report from the Community Engagement Officer dated 03 June 2025 
concerning the Eketāhuna Community Plan be received. 

Long/Chase Carried  
 
7.7 Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members 

 The Eketāhuna Community Board considered the report of the Manager – 
Democracy Services dated 30 May 2025 that provided information on protocols 
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for elected members seeking re-election.  

 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 30 May 2025 
concerning the Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members 
be received. 

Carew/Barclay Carried  

8. Reports from Board Representatives Appointed to Organisations 
and Assigned Responsibilities  

 Eketāhuna Health Centre – the Health Centre was recently audited by the 
Ministry of Health and passed; they have also completed their emergency plan; 
and have been successful in maintaining their position on the site in Eketāhuna. 

9. Correspondence  

 Nil 

 
 

10. Public Excluded Items of Business 

  

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this 
meeting, namely: 

Confirmation of Minutes  

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is 
excluded, the reason for passing this resolution in relation to each matter, and 
the specific grounds under Section 48 (1) of the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 

General subject matter 
to be considered 

Reason for passing this 
resolution in relation to 
each matter 

Ground(s) under 
section 48(1) for the 
passing of this 
resolution 

Confirmation of Minutes To protect the privacy of 
natural persons 

<Section (1)(a)(i) 

This resolution is made in reliance on Section 48 (1) (a) of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or 
interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act or Section 6 or Section 7 
or Section 9 of the Official Information Act 1982, as the case may require, which 
would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or the relevant part of the 
proceedings of the meeting in public are as follows:  

s7(2)(a) The withholding of the information is necessary to protect the privacy 
of natural persons, including that of a deceased person.  

Chase/Long Carried  
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 The meeting went into public excluded session at 10:41am and resumed open 

session at 10:43am. 
 

11. Chairperson’s Remarks 

 Nil 

12. Items not on the Agenda  

 Newman Road – there has been recent activity as work is underway on Newman 
Road to carry out flood prevention work which is a positive sign. 

Street Christmas Lights Removed – these have now been removed so are no 
longer a safety risk. 

Wilson Lane – there are no speed limit or give way signs in this area and lighting 
is very dim making it very dangerous and causing many near misses. CRMs have 
been lodged.  

Church Street Rubbish – the rubbish from Church Street is blowing over into 
Wilson Lane from delivery trucks.  Board member Chase has spoken to Truck 
Drivers and they are aware but continue to leave it there. A member of the public 
has given up their time to pick this up when available. 

Street Cleaning – the street sweeping truck has been coming through Eketāhuna 
to sweep the streets but is not removing the piles once swept and debris is being 
swept into one of the local residential properties.  A CRM has been lodged and 
photo sent, however a response is yet to be received.  Many shop owners are 
carrying out their own cleaning of the shop and street front.  A request was made 
to bring a Main Street Maintenance report to the next Board meeting to outline 
what services are currently being provided for Eketāhuna streets. 

Rubbish Bins – there have been rubbish bins removed from areas that are noted 
as not being part of the contracted service.  Members of the community have 
expressed that they would like these returned, for example the receptacle at the 
Cliff Walk.  The Board requested more detail be provided at the next meeting 
outlining which bins in Eketāhuna are supported by Council. 

Predator Trap Line Notification -  Students on the Level 3 conservation course 
from Pukāha have noticed predator tracks in the Cliff Walk area and the students 
will be monitoring trap lines.  The Council needs to be aware of the predator 
existence on the Council land in this area. 

Hamua Cemetery – a member of the public has asked how this cemetery is to 
continue to be maintained and can this be funded. Funding was provided in the 
past and ended approximately 8 years ago, volunteers have continued the 
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maintenance.  The Community Engagement Officer advised that they could apply 
to the Contestable Fund for funding and can also contact the Facilities team for 
further discussion. 

 

There being no further business the Chairperson thanked those present for their attendance 
and contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 10.56am. 

 

 

 

 ____________________________  

 Chairperson 
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Dannevirke Community Board 

Minutes of a meeting of the Dannevirke Community Board held in the Council Chamber, 156 
High Street, Dannevirke on Monday 16 June 2025 commencing at 9:00 am. 

 

1. Present 

Board Members: P F Walshe (Chairperson), T J Hynes (Deputy Chairperson), E J 
Christison; R T Wallace  

In Attendance 

Her Worship the Mayor Mrs T H Collis 
 
Mrs K Tani – Group Manager – Strategy and Information 
Mrs A Dunn – Manager – Democracy Services 
Mrs S Anthony – Democracy Support Officer 
  

2. Apologies 

 That the apology from Councillor E L Peeti-Webber be accepted, and leave of 
absence granted from the meeting. 

Hynes/Christison Carried  

 

 3. Public Forum 

 Nil 

4. Notification of Items Not on the Agenda 

4.1 Pukaha Mount Bruce concerns 

4.2 Dannevirke Rose Garden Report 

4.3 Tree at Pongaroa 
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5. Declarations of Conflicts of Interest in Relation to this Meeting’s Items 
of Business 

 Nil 

6. Confirmation of Minutes  

 That the minutes of the Dannevirke Community Board meeting held on 19 May 
2025 (as circulated) be confirmed as a true and accurate record of the meeting. 

Christison/Wallace Carried  

7. Tararua District Council Report 

7.1 Report from the Tararua District Council 

 The Dannevirke Community Board considered the report of the Tararua District 
Council and sought clarification on: 

• The Contestable Funds process - community funding had previously been 
managed by Community Boards who are connected to their community 
and organisations.  It was advised that this had been discussed by Council 
and agreed that the new process with Council is in place for transparency 
and accountability and has seen a wider range of applications received 
from across the district which had not been seen through Community 
Board applications in the past.  It was acknowledged that while this 
process is now managed by Council, the Community Boards still have a 
valued and important role in the district, and still have funding available 
for distribution through their General Assistance Grants Funds.  

• The time frame for recruitment of the interim Chief Executive - it was 
advised that this would be as soon as possible with the aim to have 
someone in the position prior to the exit of the current Chief Executive 
who departs 6 August. 

• Local Water Done Well progress update – it was advised that the Chief 
Executives from all 4 Councils are meeting weekly and the Department of 
Internal Affairs have offered to provide a representative to sit in and 
advise.  The water services delivery plan is required to be submitted to 
Government by 3 September 2025. 

• Solar Farm start date – the Board were informed that there had been no 
further update as yet but the Board will be kept updated with progress in 
due course. 

• The management of the grazing land around the waste water ponds – it 
was noted that community use of grazing carries a health and safety 
concern and is limited due to having no access to yarding. 

• Dannevirke Information Centre closure and management of services – it 
was advised that all services including travel bookings are able to be 
carried out at the Dannevirke Service Centre. Overall this a more efficient 
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model and offers cost savings and better use of facilities. 

 That the report from the Tararua District Council extraordinary meetings held 21 
May 2025, 4 June 2025 and 11 June 2025, and the meeting held 28 May 2025 be 
received.  

Hynes/Wallace Carried  

8. Reports 

8.1 Draft Urban Enhancement Strategy 

 The Dannevirke Community Board considered the report from the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 5 June 2025 providing information on the Draft Urban 
Enhancement Strategy. 

The Board agreed to meet during the week to discuss and enter a submission 
before the closing date of 27 June 2025, and they would include discussion and 
submissions for the other Council consultations on the Freedom Camping Bylaw 
and Reserves Management Plan at the meeting noting that the closing date for 
submissions is 20 June 2025. 

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 05 June 2025 
concerning the Draft Urban Enhancement Strategy be received. 

Hynes/Walshe Carried  
 
8.2 Application for Funding 

 The Dannevirke Community Board considered the report of the Manager – 
Democracy Services dated 10 June 2025 presenting an application for funding 
from the General Assistance Grants Scheme for consideration and decision. 

 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 10 June 2025 
concerning the Application for Funding be received.  

That the Dannevirke Community Board grant $650 from its General Assistance 
Fund to the Dannevirke South School 125th Reunion Committee towards the 
cost of venue hire for their event. 

Walshe/Christison Carried  
  

That the Dannevirke Community Board allocate all remaining funds from its 
General Assistance Fund from this round towards the purchase of the Flagtrax 
System. 

Christison/Hynes Carried  
 



9.3 Minutes - Dannevirke Community Board 
Attachment 1  Dannevirke Community Board Minutes - 16 June 2025 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 45 

  
 

Page 4 Meeting of the Dannevirke Community Board – 16 June 2025 

8.3 Flagtrax System for Street Poles on High Street Dannevirke 

 The Dannevirke Community Board considered the report of the Manager – 
Democracy Services dated 10 June 2025 that summarised progress to date and 
next steps for the project to install a Flagtrax system on street poles in 
Dannevirke’s High Street , to be used for flying flags to commemorate community 
events, and dates of significance. 

It was noted that there has been interest from two organisations wishing to 
purchase flags for the Dannevirke Spring Festival and Christmas. It was suggested 
that a booking system may be required to manage the use of the flagtrax by other 
organisations and this could be managed and reviewed by the Board on a 
monthly basis. 

 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 10 June 2025 
concerning the Flagtrax System for Street Poles on High Street Dannevirke be 
received. 

That the Dannevirke Community Board note with appreciation the funding 
received from the Contestable Grant Fund and note that an order for the 
Flagtrax system will be progressed with the supplier. 

Christison/Wallace Carried  
 
8.4 Management Report 

 The Dannevirke Community Board considered the report of the Democracy 
Support Officer dated 30 May 2025 that provided an update on key activities and 
items of interest as reported to the meeting of the Community Development and 
Wellbeing Committee held 4 June 2025. 

A question was asked whether pensioner flats were upgraded only when vacated 
and if the rent increased following the upgrade.  It was advised that all units are 
charged the same rent, and all units are on a strict maintenance plan to ensure all 
are compliant with health and safety standards and functional. 

It was queried whether pest control at Anzac Park carried any cost to Council or if 
this was managed by Horizons. It was advised that the Council work closely with 
Horizons and there is no cost to the Council; the Norsewood Lions also carry out 
maintenance work on this reserve. 

 That the report from the Democracy Support Officer dated 30 May 2025 
concerning the Management Report be received. 

Walshe/Hynes Carried  
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8.5 Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members 

 The Dannevirke Community Board considered the report of the Manager – 
Democracy Services dated 30 May 2025 that provided information on protocols 
for elected members seeking re-election.  

The Manager – Democracy Services provided a brief overview of the report .  It 
was asked what happens if a breach occurs and it was advised that this would be 
referred to the police.  Board members were reminded that election candidate 
briefing sessions will be held on 28 June 2025 and 21 July 2025. 

 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 30 May 2025 
concerning the Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members 
be received. 

Hynes/Wallace Carried  

9. Reports from Board Representatives Appointed to Organisations 
and Assigned Responsibilities  

9.1 Chamber of Commerce – the After Fives ‘Myth Busters’ event is due to be held at 
the Council Chambers on 24 June 2025 and all Board members are invited to 
attend.  Further After Five meetings are planned for July and August.  Plans are 
beginning for the Christmas Parade which is set for the first Saturday in 
December, there is a local company who has agreed to support with Traffic 
Management. 

9.2  Dannevirke Community Vehicle Trust – patronage continues to grow particularly 
through the winter months. 

9.3 Dannevirke Brass Band – a letter was sent to Council regarding funding for 
Dannevirke Brass Band. It was advised that this is currently being addressed by 
the Chief Executive. The Band is concerned about lack of communication around 
funding changes.  The Band has been successfully operating in Dannevirke for 137 
years. 

9.4 Dannevirke A & P Association – the recent market day was a success.  The 
community garden is going well with the next meeting scheduled for 17 June 
2025. 

10. Correspondence 

10.1 Correspondence 

 That the correspondence as listed be received: 

Letter of thanks from Dannevirke Community Board to KiwiRail 

Acknowledgement Letter – Road Name Change Proposal – Waikopiro Road 
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Christison/Walshe Carried  
 

11. Discussion Items 

11.1 Wackrow Memorial Youth Award – 10 nominations have been received, all 
judges and the guest speaker have been arranged. The judges will meet at 9:30am 
on 23 July 2025 before the judging session commences at 10:20am. 

11.2 Spring Festival – the Board agreed to discuss this further when they meet for 
consultation discussions this week. 

11.3 Current TDC Consultations – the Board agreed to meet this week to discuss the 
Freedom Camping Bylaw, Reserve Management Plan and Urban Enhancement 
Strategy consultations and provide submissions. It was noted that consultations 
close 20 June 2025 for Freedom Camping Bylaw and Reserve Management Plan, 
and 27 June 2025 for Urban Enhancement Strategy. 

11.4 Speed Indicator Sign for Smith Street Dannevirke – it was advised that this had 
been accepted. The Chair will obtain an update to advise the Board. 

12. Chairperson’s Remarks 

 Nil 

13. Items not on the Agenda  

4.1 Pūkaha Mount Bruce concerns – a concern was raised regarding Tararua District 
Council’s investment into Pūkaha and it was advised that TDC are actively 
working with Pūkaha.  A new Board has been established for Pūkaha with Shane 
McManaway as the Chairperson and Bob Francis as the Deputy Chair. Discussions 
are ongoing and the information is commercially sensitive. 

4.2 Digital Sign – when queried it was advised that the digital sign over the Town Hall 
in Dannevirke previously managed by the Dannevirke Service Centre would be 
managed by the Dannevirke Service Centre going forward; the Woodville sign is 
managed by the Woodville Service Centre. 

4.3 Dannevirke Rose Garden Report – the Board acknowledged the positive work 
that has been carried out. Fifteen people attended in the weekend to assist with 
the garden. There has been a great response to calls for sponsorship and 
donation of rose bushes.  

4.4 Tree at Pongaroa – a request was made to inform the community on this matter.  
It was acknowledged that the investigation is ongoing, however it is important 
the community is made aware of the outcome.  
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There being no further business the Chairperson thanked those present for their attendance 
and contributions, and declared the meeting closed at 9:59am. 

 

 

 

 ____________________________  

 Chairperson 



 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 49 

Report 

Date : 19 June 2025  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Kawtar Tani 
Group Manager - Strategy and Community Wellbeing  

Subject : Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings  

Item No : 10.1 

 

1. Recommendations 

1.1 That the Council pursue the disposal of the following assets: 

• 39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke   

• 39 Ransom Street Reserve, Dannevirke   

• DVK Rural Bus Depot, Dannevirke   

• Land at 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna 

1.2 That, prior to disposal, the Council inform occupiers of each property under 
consideration for disposal. 

1.3 That the Council initiate engagement with iwi regarding the disposal of 
identified assets. 

1.4 That the Council engage with the public regarding the disposal of identified 
assets. 

 

2. Reason for the Report 

2.1 To seek Council approval to proceed with the disposal of land and buildings 
identified in this report. 
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3. Background 

3.1 Rationalisation of Community Buildings and Council Land is a significant project in 
the Long Term Plan 2024-34. 

3.2 Council resolved to pursue the disposal of identified assets on 18 December 2024.  

3.3 To support the development of disposal plans, TDC engaged the Property Group to 
prepare land status reports for each property identified in the initial batch 
selected for further investigation. These are:  

• 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke (Reserve)  

• 39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke (Open Space)  

• 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna / Open Space behind Eketāhuna & Districts 
Early Settlers Museum Society  

• 62 Ormond Street, Woodville/ Woodville Pioneer Museum (Building)  

• 53 Denmark Street, Dannevirke/ Dannevirke Rural Bus Depot (Building)  

4. Description  

4.1 Methodology 

4.2 The property reports outlined the status of each property, and how it is held by 
Council, how the property was acquired, if it is subject to the Public Works Act 
1981 (PWA), the Reserves Act 1977 or if the land was acquired as park under the 
Local Government Act 2002. The reports also outlined the correct pathway(s) 
available to the Council to dispose of the Property, and any existing obligations on 
Council in following those pathways.  

4.3 Land status reports were used to prepare more detailed step-by-step disposal 
plans for each property.   

4.4 Process Overview 

Figure 1: Overview of the disposal process 

 

    

Objective  • Identify opportunity.  • Investigate whether 
opportunity is 
feasible.  

• Obtain approval 
to dispose  

• Progress statutory 
processes for 
disposal  

• Transact sale, 
maximising value.  

Activities  • Review of all land 
assets to identify 
opportunities.   

• Identify Statutory 
Obligations and 
confirm statutory 

• Report to 
Council to make 
a decision on 

• Follow required 
processes under 
Reserves Act, 

• Finalise sales 
strategy  

• Brief agent  
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• Is the property still 
required for its 
original purpose?  

• Can the property be 
repurposed?  

• Review of title, know 
issues, risks.  

• Assessment of 
consultation 
requirements (against 
Significance and 
engagement policy).   

processes  

• Identify third-party 
claims to property  

• Obtain Planning and 
Consenting Advice  

• Valuation and 
market appraisal.   

• Obtain cost 
estimates for 
disposal process.   

• Obtain initial views 
from Mana 
whenua.  

• Discuss proposal 
with impacted 
stakeholders.  

proposed 
disposal  

Local Government 
Act, Public Works 
Act  

• Significance and 
engagement 
policy   

• Finalise sale  

• Proceeds may 
need to be shared 
with the Crown  

Outcome  • List of potential 
opportunities.  

• List of properties 
suitable for 
disposal.  

• List of properties 
not suitable for 
disposal.  

• List of 
properties 
approved for 
disposal.   

• Discharge of 
Statutory 
Obligations  

• Property sold and 
proceeds available 
for re-investment.   

  

4.5 Key Findings 

4.5.1 Based on the reports prepared by The Property Group, findings for the five 
properties investigated are as follows:  

4.5.2 Two properties, 62 Ormond Street, Woodville and 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke, 
are subject to the Reserves Act (RA).  

4.5.3 The property at 62 Ormond Street, Woodville/ Woodville Pioneer Museum 
(Building) is Crown derived (and subject to the Reserves Act).   

4.5.4 None of the properties have been found/ are being considered to fall under the 
definition of a public work under the Public Works Act, and therefore, the offer-
back provisions do not apply.  

4.5.5 None of the properties fall within the definition of a park under the Local 
Government Act 2002 and provisions of section 138 of the LGA do not apply to the 
land.   

4.5.6 None of the properties are subject to Treaty Settlement and / or subject to a Right 
of First Refusal by iwi.   

4.5.7 All properties require subdivision consent (for various reasons). 

4.5.8 For four of the five properties Council should register easements for existing 
infrastructure against the title.  The exception to this is the property at 53 
Denmark Street (former bus depot).   

4.5.9 All properties have existing, or expired occupation agreements associated with 
them.   
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5. Next Steps 

5.1 Prior to progressing with disposal, seek clarification about whether notice periods 
in the expired agreements are binding (legal advice), and what would be 
considered fair and reasonable in terms of ceasing an occupation agreement.   

5.2 Inform the occupiers of the properties prior to undertaking public engagement, of 
Council’s intention to progress the disposal of the properties and advise of next 
steps in the process.   

5.3 Initiate iwi engagement for the disposal of land.   

5.4 Develop a detailed communications and engagement plan for the disposal of all 
properties. This should cover engagement with tenants/leaseholders and users of 
the properties, iwi, as well as the general public and detail requirements for the 
relevant public notices required under the various legislations.   

5.5 Initiate discussions with the Department of Conservation (DOC) regarding the 
proposal to revoke the Reserves Act status of the property at 39 Ransom Street. 
This step is essential, as any disposal of the property requires approval from the 
Minister of Conservation.  

5.6 Obtain an easement prior to disposal of properties that contain stormwater or 
drinking water infrastructure.   

6. Recommendations 

6.1.1 Progress with the disposal of 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke, 39 Gregg Street, 
Dannevirke, 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna, and 53 Denmark Street, to the next 
stage of the disposal process. Obtain market valuations for these properties.   

6.1.2 Consider including the small land parcel (Lot 13 DP 14559), just to the north of 39 
Ransom Street in the disposal of the land, as this was acquired in the same way/ 
has the same status as 39 Ransom Street.   

6.1.3 Consider bundling the subdivision of 39 Ransom Street with 39 Gregg Street to 
streamline the process and reduce costs. 

6.1.4 Consider bundling 39 Ransom Street and 39 Gregg Street for sale to create a larger 
land area, which may attract more buyers. 

6.1.5 Do not progress the disposal of the Crown-derived property at 62 Ormond Street 
as any potential profit from the sale would have to be shared with the Crown. The 
time and cost of disposal and profit share may negate any potential financial 
benefit given the likely low value of the property.  
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Attachments 

1⇩. TDC_Land Disposal Process_Summary Report 

2⇩. Disposal Plan 1_39 Ransom Street Reserve, Dannevirke 

3⇩. Attachment Disposal Plan 1_20250509 Land Disposal Investigation Report 39 Ransom St Final 
v2(2) 

4⇩. Disposal Plan 2_62 Ormond Street, Woodville (Woodville Pioneer Museum) 

5⇩. Attachment DP 2_20250509 Land Disposal Investigation Report 62 Ormond St Final v2 

6⇩. Disposal Plan 3_39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke 

7⇩. Attachment DP 3_20250522 Land Disposal Report 39 Gregg St Final (4195461) 

8⇩. Disposal Plan 4_16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna 

9⇩. Attachment Disposal Plan 4_20250522 Land Disposal Report 16 Bengston St Final (4195687) 

10⇩. Disposal Plan 5_53 Denmark Street, Dannevirke(2) 

11⇩. Attachment Disposal Plan 5_20250522 Land Disposal Report 53 Denmark St Final (4195569) 
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Tēnā koutou katoa 

This report has been prepared for the Tararua District Council by Nicki 

Malone from Xyst (Xyst Limited, Xyst Australia PTY Ltd, Xyst Parks and 

Recreation Limited).   

Xyst advises clients primarily in the local government sector in the areas 

of parks, recreation and tourism and provides benchmarking services 

through Yardstick. We aim to provide practical advice that can improve 

the lives of people through the provision of parks, recreation and 

sustainable tourism. 

Revision History 

Rev. Date Author Notes 

1.0 26/05/2025 Nicki Malone  
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1 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY FOR PREPARATION OF LAND 

DISPOSAL PLANS 

1.1 Purpose of the Report and Methodology 

Tararua District Council (TDC) engaged Xyst Limited to support the development of disposal plans for 

properties that were identified as opportunities for disposal/rationalisation. 

To support the development of disposal plans, TDC engaged the Property Group to prepare land 

status reports for each property identified in the initial batch selected for further investigation. These 

are: 

• 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke (Reserve) 

• 39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke (Open Space) 

• 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna/ Open Space behind Eketahuna & Districts Early Settlers 

Museum Society 

• 62 Ormond Street, Woodville/ Woodville Pioneer Museum (Building) 

• 53 Denmark Street, Dannevirke/ Dannevirke Rural Bus Depot (Building) 

The property reports outlined the status of each property, and how it is held by Council, how the 

property was acquired, if it is subject to the Public Works Act 1981 (PWA), the Reserves Act 1977 or if 

the land was acquired as park under the Local Government Act 2002. The reports also outlined the 

correct pathway(s) available to the Council to dispose of the Property, and any existing obligations on 

Council in following those pathways. 

Xyst used the land status reports to prepare more detailed step-by-step disposal plans for each 

property.  

1.2 How to Read the Documents 

This report outlines the key stages of the disposal process (see Chapter 2) and provides a detailed, 

step-by-step breakdown of each stage (see Chapter 3). 

Individual disposal plans follow the same structure as outlined in Chapter 3, but include only 

information specific to the property in question. Each disposal plan includes the corresponding 

Property Group report as an appendix. 

A summary table in Chapter 1.5 gives an overview of the process steps for all five properties. 

Attachments A and B include helpful links and information on government processes relevant to the 

disposal of Crown-derived land and land governed by the Reserves Act. 
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1.3 Summary of Findings 

Based on the reports prepared by The Property Group, our findings for the five properties 

investigated are as follows: 

Reserves Act 1977 

• Two properties, 62 Ormond Street, Woodville and 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke, are subject 

to the Reserves Act (RA). 

• In the case of both properties, only a part of the property is to be disposed of, and the 

intention is to retain the remainder under the RA.  

• Prior to disposing of part of the land, the RA status of the properties would need to be 

revoked.  

• Local authorities have the powers to initiate this process, but the final decision making over 

this process currently sits with the Minister for Conservation.  

• Reserves Act revocations require public consultation (to be undertaken by the local authority). 

Timeframes for approval of a Reserves Act revocation approval are dependent on capacity of 

the Department of Conservation. We have been advised that in the worst-case scenario this 

process can take between 2-3 years.  

• Prior to progressing the revocation process Council should discuss with DOC the likelihood of 

DOC supporting the revocation of the Reserves Act status of the two land parcels.  

• The land to be retained by Council, which is subject to the RA, may need to be reclassified to 

reflect the new primary purpose of the site (e.g. the property at 62 Ormond Street is currently 

classified as Local purpose (museum) reserve, this would have to be changed to Local purpose 

(community building) or Local purpose (storage) reserve).  

Crown Derived Land 

• The property at 62 Ormond Street, Woodville/ Woodville Pioneer Museum (Building) is Crown 

derived (and subject to the Reserves Act).  

• On completion of the Reserves Act revocation process the land will be passed to a Land 

Information New Zealand accredited supplier to complete the sale.  

• Current Department of Conservation Policy is that the Crown and territorial authorities will 

equally share proceeds of a disposal of a revoked reserve and be reimbursed for costs. 

Other statutory considerations 

• None of the properties have been found/ are being considered to fall under the definition of a 

public work under the PWA, and therefore, the offer-back provisions do not apply. 

• None of the properties fall within the definition of a park under the Local Government Act 

2002 and provisions of section 138 of the LGA do not apply to the land.  

• None of the properties are subject to Treaty Settlement and/ or subject to a Right of First 

Refusal by iwi.  
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Resource/ Subdivision Consent  

• All properties require subdivision consent (for various reasons).  

• For the properties at 39 Ransom and 39 Gregg Street, these are required only, should council 

wish to retain an esplanade reserve adjacent to the Tapuata Stream.  

• A subdivision pre-application meeting should be held with a subdivision consent planner to 

understand whether the subdivision consents could be bundled (especially for 39 Ransom and 

39 Gregg Streets). 

Easements 

• For four of the five properties Council should register easements for existing infrastructure 

against the title.  

• The exception to this is the property at 53 Denmark Street (former bus depot).  

• All other properties contain stormwater or drinking water infrastructure for which Council 

should obtain an easement prior to disposal.  

Occupation Agreement (Leases/Licences) 

• All properties have existing, or expired occupation agreements associated with them.  

• Prior to progressing with disposal, Council should seek clarification about whether notice 

periods in the expired agreements are binding (legal advice)/ what would be considered fair 

and reasonable in terms of ceasing an occupation agreement.  

• Inform the occupiers of the properties prior to undertaking public disposal.  

1.4 Recommendations 

Based on the information obtained for each property, we recommend: 

• As a first step we recommend obtaining refined cost estimates for disposal processes and 

likely sales prices for individual properties. Cost estimates for disposal processes/subdivision 

should be able to be obtained from subdivision consent planner. Likely sales prices and 

market appraisals can be obtained by getting a market valuation from a real estate agent.  

• Consider progressing the disposal of 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke, 39 Gregg Street, 

Dannevirke, 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna and 53 Denmark Street, to the next stage of the 

disposal process. Obtain market valuations for these properties.  

• Consider including the small land parcel (Lot 13 DP 14559), just to the north of 39 Ransom Street 

in the disposal of the land, as this was acquired in the same way/ has the same status as 39 

Ransom Street.  

• Inform occupiers of the four sites of Council’s intention to progress the disposal of the above 

four properties and advise of next steps in the process.  

• Initiate iwi engagement for the above four properties.  
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• Initiate discussions with DOC for the revocation of the Reserves Act status of 39 Ransom 

Street, Dannevirke and the adjacent Lot 13 DP 14559.  

• Do not progress the disposal of the Crown-derived property at 62 Ormond Street, as:  

o Any potential profit from the sale would have to be shared with the Crown. 

o Timeframes for disposal of the property will depend on LINZ priorities and capacity 

and are likely to be 3 years+. 

• Time and cost of disposal and profit share may negate any potential financial benefit given the 

likely low value of the property 

• Consider bundling the subdivision of 39 Ransom Street with 39 Gregg Street to streamline the 

process and reduce costs. 

• Consider bundling 39 Ransom Street and 39 Gregg Street for sale to create a larger land area, 

which may attract more buyers 

• Initiate discussions with the Department of Conservation (DOC) regarding the proposal to 

revoke the Reserves Act status of the property at 39 Ransom Street. This step is essential, as 

any disposal of the property requires approval from the Minister of Conservation. DOC has 

advised that this process may take up to three years.  

• Consider developing a detailed communications and engagement plan for the disposal of all 

properties. This should cover engagement with tenants/leaseholders and users of the 

properties, iwi, as well as the general public and detail requirements for the relevant public 

notices required under the various legislations.  
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4 ATTACHMENT A – USEFUL LINKS AND INFORMATION 

4.1 Department of Conservation – Statutory Land Management 

Application Forms 

Includes forms that need to be completed when seeking approval for the revocation of the reservation of 
a reserve under section 24 of the Reserves Act 1977. 
In terms of MOC criteria considered (i.e. information that needs to be provided) have a look at the 
Reserve Act consent application forms under the SLM page on the DOC website: see below –  
Statutory land management application forms 

4.2 Land Information New Zealand – Crown Property Disposal 

Information 

Includes information about Crown Property Disposal Process, including legal obligations such as Right of 
First Refusal for land under a Treaty settlement and protection of values of Crown-owned land.  
Crown property disposals | Crown property Guidance 

4.3  Land Information New Zealand – Subdivision Checklist 

Provides guidance to ensure necessary information and documentation are prepared when submitting 

a subdivision plan through the Landonline system. The document outlines the required steps and 

checks to facilitate accurate and efficient processing of subdivision applications. 

Subdivision Checklist | LINZ  
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ATTACHMENT B – FACT SHEET FOR DISPOSING OF LAND 

ADMINISTERED BY DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION (DOC) 
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Everything parks, recreation, and community

Land/Building Disposal Plan 

39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke (Reserve) 

Prepared for Tararua District Council 

22 May 2025 

 

  



10.1 Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings 
Attachment 2  Disposal Plan 1_39 Ransom Street Reserve, Dannevirke 

Page 80 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 

  
 

  
Tēnā koutou katoa 

This report has been prepared for the [insert council name] by [lead 

author] from Xyst (Xyst Limited, Xyst Australia PTY Ltd, Xyst Parks and 

Recreation Limited). [name (contractor)], [name] and [name] all provided 

significant input to the research and final report.  

We thank [names] for their contribution to the report.  

Xyst advises clients primarily in the local government sector in the areas 

of parks, recreation and tourism and provides benchmarking services 

through Yardstick. We aim to provide practical advice that can improve 

the lives of people through the provision of parks, recreation and 

sustainable tourism. 

Revision History 

Rev. Date Author Notes 

1.0 15/05/2025   
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39 RANSOM STREET, DANNEVIRKE 

 

Property Information  

Legal description Lot 5 DP 14559 

LINZ ID 4234293 

Size  1.06ha 

Location 39 Ransom Street, Dannevirke 

Tararua District Council  Tararua District Council  

Land Status Unclassified reserve subject to the Reserves Act 1977 

To Note:  

To the north of Part Lot 2 DP 6101 is Lot 13 DP 14559 (see map below), an irregular shaped parcel 

measuring 275 square metres more or less. Lot 13 DP 14559 was vested as recreation reserve in the 

Council at the same time as the Part Lot 2 DP 6101 and therefore, has the same status. Council should 

consider including Lot 13 DP 14559 in the disposal. The two properties should be treated consistently 

and in tandem in respect of any disposal. 
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Stage 2: Due Diligence (2-3 months) 

1. Statutory and Third Party Considerations 

 Y/ N Comment 

Crown-derived N Not Crown-derived; can be disposed of without profit share with 

Crown. 

Subject to Treaty 

Settlement 

N Not subject to Treaty Settlement or right of first refusal.  

Held under 

Reserves Act (RA) 

Y Subject to the RA. Requires revoking of RA status, including public 

notification, including public notification.  

Decision to revoke sits with Minister of Conservation, not Council.  

Park subject to 

Local Government 

Act (LGA) 

N Not considered a park under the Local Government Act.  

Subject to Public 

Works Act (PWA) 

N Not considered a public work under PWA. 

Occupation 

Agreement 

Y Land is leased. Lease expires in February 2028.  

Lease terms need to be complied with.  

Required actions: 

a. Meet with DOC to discuss the likelihood of support for revoking reserve status. 

b. Discuss the proposal to dispose of land with any existing leaseholder (see 5. Below). 
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c. As required under the Reserves Act, engage with iwi on the proposal to revoke the reserve 

status of the land (see 6. below).  

2. Cadastral and Planning Advice (1 month) 

 Y/ N Comment 

Sub-division of 

land required  

Y Subdivision of land is required to create an esplanade reserve 

adjacent to Tapuata Stream 

Certificate of Title 

required 

Y Property currently has no certificate of title. A certificate of title will 

need to be issued.  

Easements 

required 

Y Stormwater assets are located on the land and an easement should 

be registered for this against the title. 

Required actions: 

a. Subdivision pre-application meeting - Subdivision Consent Planner 

b. Advice about when to get certificate of title, timing of this and registration of easements for 

stormwater assets - LINZ 

3. Valuation/ Market Appraisal and Market Trend Analysis  

Required actions: 

a. Market assessment (value and potential interest) – Real Estate Agent 

b. Valuation – Registered Valuer 

4. Cost Estimates  

Rateable Value 

Rateable capital value $85,000  

Rateable land value $85,000  

Existing operational expenditure/income 

Lease income $1,446.70 p/a  

(Lease for 39 Ransom Street and 39 Gregg Street). 

Maintenance costs NIL 

Operational budget (5 years) No budget allocated  

Forecast expenses (10 years) No budget allocated 

Disposal Cost (Rough Estimate) 

Surveying  $4,000–$10,000 

(Site survey and scheme plan) 

Subdivision Consenting (if 

successful) 

$12,000–$36,000 
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(Resource consent application, completion certificate, Land Transfer 

Plan and Cadastral Survey) 

Legal costs $2,000–$5,000+ 

(Preparation of legal documents by solicitor; does not include costs 

associated with the sale of the property) 

LINZ Costs  $500–$1,000+  

(Issuing of certificate of title) 

Marketing Est. 2.5 - 4% of sale price 

Public notifications  $500–$1,000  

5. Engagement with Impacted Stakeholders (1 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Meeting or phone call with existing lease holder to gauge their views on the proposal to 

dispose of land/ facility. 

b. Any occupation agreements will have to be appropriately terminated if the Council decides to 

dispose of the property. The notice period to terminate the lease is 3 months.   

6. Iwi Engagement (1-2 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Hui with iwi to gauge their views on proposed disposal.  

Stage 3: Approval (2 months) 

7. Council Approval to Progress Disposal 

Required actions: 

a. Business report 1 to elected members seeking approval to start Reserves Act revocation of 

reservation, including public notification and progress disposal process.  

Stage 4: Fulfil Statutory Obligations (4-6 months plus DOC internal 

processes)  

8. Statutory Process and EOI (2 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Notify the Reserves Act Commissioner that Council has passed a resolution, for reasons stated 

in the resolution, to progress revoking the reservation over whole or part of the land. 
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b. Publicly notify intention to revoke the reserve status and call for written objections by affected 

persons to the chief executive officer of council– 1 month. 

9. Council Approval to Progress Revocation and Disposal (2-3 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Business report 2 to elected members seeking approval to progress disposal and revocation, 

considering: 

I. Objections received to proposal to revoke reservation over land. 

II. Expressions of interest received to purchase the property. 

10. Ministerial Approval for Revocation (dependent on DOC capacity) 

b. Council to forward resolution and objections received to the Commissioner.  

c. Minister of Conservation to consider proposed revocation, objections and resolution passed 

by Council.  

d. If Minister approves revocation proposal, then Minister to give notice in the Gazette of the 

revocation of the reservation1,2.  

11. Surveying and Subdivision Plan (1 months) 

Required actions: 

e. Survey area of land for which revocation of reservation is to be requested, prepare subdivision 

plan, including an esplanade reserve along the stream and tidy up any accretion or erosion- 

Surveyor 

12. Council Approval to Progress Sale (2-3 months) 

f. If revocation is approved by the Minister, business report 3 to elected members to: 

I. Inform Council of the outcome of the revocation process and, if successful, delegate to 

the CEO to negotiate and execute the sale of the property within the valuation range.  

 

 

1 NZ Gazette may describe manner in which the reserve can be disposed of and proceeds to the sale may 

be used.  
2 Prior to Gazettal the land for which the reservation is to be revoked needs to be defined by a survey.  
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Stage 5: Sale Process  

13.  Subdivision Consent  

Required actions: 

a. Engage agent to prepare and apply for subdivision consent 

b. Resource consent (subdivision/boundary adjustment) 

14.  Marketing of property for sale  

15.  Sale agreement in principle  

Required actions: 

a. Marketing – Real Estate Agent 

b. Sale and purchase agreement 

I. Subject to survey/subdivision consenting if required 

16.  Execute sale and purchase/transfer  

17. Required actions: 

a. Execute sale. 
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Tēnā koutou katoa 

This report has been prepared for the [insert council name] by [lead 

author] from Xyst (Xyst Limited, Xyst Australia PTY Ltd, Xyst Parks and 

Recreation Limited). [name (contractor)], [name] and [name] all provided 

significant input to the research and final report.  

We thank [names] for their contribution to the report.  

Xyst advises clients primarily in the local government sector in the areas 

of parks, recreation and tourism and provides benchmarking services 

through Yardstick. We aim to provide practical advice that can improve 

the lives of people through the provision of parks, recreation and 

sustainable tourism. 

Revision History 

Rev. Date Author Notes 

1.0 15/07/2023   
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WOODVILLE PIONEER MUSEUM 

 

Property Information  

Legal description Town Section 44 Woodville 

LINZ ID 4199811 

Size  1026m2  

Location 62 Ormond Street, Woodville 

Ownership Crown-derived land vested in Tararua District Council 

Land status Classified Local Purpose (site for a museum) Reserve subject to the 

Reserves Act 1977 

Stage 2: Due Diligence (2-3 months) 

1. Statutory and Third Party Considerations 

 Y/ N Comment 
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Crown-

derived 

Y Crown-derived; vested in Woodville Borough Council in 1903. 

On completion of the Reserves Act revocation, land will be passed to a 

Land Information New Zealand accredited supplier to complete the sale.  

Current Department of Conservation Policy is that the Crown and 

territorial authorities will equally share proceeds of a disposal of a 

revoked reserve and be reimbursed for costs.  

Treaty 

Settlement 

N Not subject to Treaty Settlement or Right of First Refusal.  

Reserves 

Act (RA) 

Y Subject to Reserves Act; held as classified Local purpose (museum) 

reserve. 

Requires revoking of RA status, for front part of the reserve (subject to 

survey and subdivision), including public notification, including public 

notification.  

Decision to revoke sits with Minister of Conservation, not Council. 

The rear part of the should be reclassified to reflect the change of primary 

purpose to use for storage.  

Local 

Government 

Act (LGA) 

N Not considered a park under the Local Government Act.  

Public 

Works Act 

(PWA) 

N Not considered a public work under the PWA.  

Occupation 

Agreement 

Y The house at the front of site and modern storage shed at the rear are 

used for storage by the Woodville Museum Trust. 

A formal/ current occupation agreement does not appear to be in place.   

Any potential terms of an agreement or arrangement with the Museum 

Trust will need to be appropriately terminated.  

Consideration needs to be given to where the items currently stored in 

the building will be relocated to.  

Required actions: 

a. Meet with DOC to discuss the likelihood of support for revoking reserve status and potential 

sales process and profit sharing following a sale.  

2. Cadastral and Planning Advice (1 month) 

 Y/ N Comment 

Sub-division of 

land required 

Y Subdivision of land is required to separate the former residential 

dwelling from the modern storage sheds at the back of the property. 

Easements 

required 

Y There is currently no easement to access the rear of the property. To 

enable access to the rear of the property where the modern storage 

sheets are located, Council may need to obtain an easement, to 

access the property from the service lane off Pollen Street. 
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Required actions: 

a. Subdivision pre-application meeting - Subdivision Consent Planner 

3. Valuation/ Market Appraisal and Market Trend Analysis  

Required actions: 

a. Market assessment (value and potential interest) – Real Estate Agent 

b. Valuation – Registered Valuer 

4. Cost Estimates  

Rateable Value 

Rateable capital value $265,000  

Rateable land value $205,000  

Existing operational expenditure/income 

Lease income N/A 

Anticipated maintenance (1-3 

years) 

$70,000 – interior and exterior repaint 

Anticipated maintenance (3-

10 years) 

$15,000 - minor repairs and maintenance 

Operational budget (5 years) $3,000 - minor repairs and maintenance 

Disposal Cost (Rough Estimate) 

Surveying  $4,000–$10,000 

(Site survey and scheme plan) 

Subdivision Consenting (if 

successful) 

$12,000–$36,000 

(Resource consent application, completion certificate, Land Transfer 

Plan and Cadastral Survey) 

Legal costs $2,000–$5,000+ 

(Preparation of legal documents by solicitor; does not include costs 

associated with the sale of the property) 

LINZ Costs  $500–$1,000+  

(Issuing of certificate of title) 

Marketing tbc 

Public notifications  $500–$1,000  

 

5. Engagement with Impacted Stakeholders (1 month) 

Required actions: 



10.1 Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings 
Attachment 4  Disposal Plan 2_62 Ormond Street, Woodville (Woodville Pioneer Museum) 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 95 

  
LAND/BUILDING DISPOSAL PLAN 

  PAGE 7  

a. Discuss the proposal to dispose of land with the Woodville Museum Trust, including giving 

consideration to where items currently stored in the building at the front will be relocated to.  

b. Any agreement with the Museum Trust will have to be appropriately terminated / partially 

terminated if the Council decides to dispose of part or all of the property.  

6. Iwi Engagement (1-2 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Hui with iwi to gauge their views on the proposed revocation of the Reserves Act status of 

part of the land and its disposal.  

Stage 3: Approval (2 months) 

7. Council Approval to Progress Disposal and Start Reserves Act Revocation 

and Reclassification  

Required actions: 

a. Business report 1 to elected members seeking approval to progress the disposal process and 

to start Reserves Act processes for revocation of reservation over part of the reserve (front 

of property) and reclassification of the remainder (area with storage sheds at rear of 

property), including public notification  

Stage 4: Fulfil Statutory Obligations (4-6 months plus time for 

Minister to consider proposal)    

8. Statutory Process and EOI (2 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Notify the Reserves Act Commissioner that Council has passed a resolution, for reasons stated 

in the resolution, to progress revoking the reservation over part of the land. 

b. Publicly notify intention to revoke the reserve status over part of the reserve and reclassify the 

remainder and call for written objections by affected persons to the chief executive officer of 

council - 1 month. 

c. Via the public notice, seek expressions of interest to purchase the front part of the property.  

9. Council Approval to Continue Revocation and Disposal (2-3 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Business report 2 to elected members seeking approval to progress disposal and revocation, 

considering: 

I. Objections received to proposal to revoke reservation over part of the land. 
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II. Expressions of interest received to purchase the property. 

10. Ministerial Approval for Revocation (dependent on DOC capacity - 2-3 

years) 

b. Council to forward resolution and objections received to the proposed revocation to the 

Commissioner.  

c. Minister of Conservation to consider proposed revocation, objections and resolution passed 

by Council.  

d. If Minister approves revocation proposal, then Minister to give notice in the Gazette of the 

revocation of the reservation1,2.  

11. Surveying and Subdivision Plan (1 months) 

Required actions: 

e. Survey area of land for which revocation of reservation is to be requested and area to be 

reclassified – Surveyor. 

12. Inform Council of Outcome of Revocation and Next Steps (2 – 3 months) 

f. Business report 3 to elected members to: 

I. Inform Council of the outcome of the revocation process and confirm reclassification of 

the rear of the property. 

II. If the revocation has been approved by the Minister, the front part of the property will 

be transferred to LINZ to progress the disposal.  

 

 

1 NZ Gazette may describe manner in which the reserve can be disposed of and proceeds to the sale may 

be used.  
2 Prior to Gazettal the land for which the reservation is to be revoked needs to be defined by a survey.  
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Stage 5: Sale Process (tbc) 

13. Subdivision Consent (tbc) 

Required actions: 

a. Engage agent to prepare and apply for subdivision consent 

b. Resource consent (subdivision/boundary adjustment) 

14. Progress Sale (tbc) 

As the property is Crown-derived, the land will be handed to LINZ to progress disposal.  

The current Department of Conservation Policy is that the Crown and territorial authorities will 

equally share proceeds of a disposal of a revoked reserve and be reimbursed for costs. 
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Tēnā koutou katoa 

This report has been prepared for the [insert council name] by [lead 

author] from Xyst (Xyst Limited, Xyst Australia PTY Ltd, Xyst Parks and 

Recreation Limited). [name (contractor)], [name] and [name] all provided 

significant input to the research and final report.  

We thank [names] for their contribution to the report.  

Xyst advises clients primarily in the local government sector in the areas 

of parks, recreation and tourism and provides benchmarking services 

through Yardstick. We aim to provide practical advice that can improve 

the lives of people through the provision of parks, recreation and 

sustainable tourism. 

Revision History 

Rev. Date Author Notes 

1.0 15/05/2025   
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39 GREGG STREET, DANNEVIRKE 

 

Property Information  

Legal description Part Lot 2 DP 6101 

LINZ ID 4234282 

Size  3.99ha 

Location 39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke 

Ownership Tararua District Council (in fee simple) 

Land status Subject to the Local Government Act 2002 



10.1 Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings 
Attachment 6  Disposal Plan 3_39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 103 

  
LAND/BUILDING DISPOSAL PLAN 

  PAGE 5 

Stage 2: Due Diligence (2-3 months) 

1. Statutory and Third Party Considerations 

 Y/ N Comment 

Crown-derived N Not Crown-derived; can be disposed of without profit share with 

Crown. 

Subject to Treaty 

Settlement 

N Not subject to Treaty Settlement or right of first refusal.  

Held under 

Reserves Act (RA) 

N Not subject to the RA.  

 

Park subject to 

Local Government 

Act (LGA) 

N Not considered a park under the Local Government Act.  

Subject to Public 

Works Act (PWA) 

N Not a public work under PWA. 

Occupation 

Agreement 

Y Land is leased. Lease expires in February 2028.  

Lease terms need to be complied with.  

2. Cadastral and Planning Advice (1 month) 

 Y/ N Comment 

Sub-division of 

land required  

Y Subdivision of land is required if Council wishes to retain an 

esplanade reserve adjacent to Tapuata Stream. (An alternative option 

is to dispose the land as is. Council can acquire the esplanade 

reserve, if the new owner subdivides the land). 

Certificate of Title 

required 

Y The certificate of title is currently in the name of Dannevirke Borough 

Council. A certificate of title should be issued in the name of Tararua 

District Council.  

Easements 

required 

Y Water supply assets are located on the land and an easement should 

be registered against the title. 

Required actions: 

a. Subdivision pre-application meeting - Subdivision Consent Planner. 

b. Advice about updating the property ownership information on certificate of title, timing of 

this and registration of easements for stormwater assets – LINZ. 

3. Valuation/ Market Appraisal and Market Trend Analysis  

Required actions: 

a. Market assessment (value and potential interest) – Real Estate Agent 
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b. Valuation – Registered Valuer 

4. Cost Estimates  

Rateable Value 

Rateable capital value $505,000 

Rateable land value $500,000 

Existing operational expenditure/income 

Lease income $1,446.70 p/a  

(Lease for 39 Ransom Street and 39 Gregg Street). 

Maintenance costs NIL 

Operational budget (5 years) No budget allocated  

Forecast expenses (10 years) No budget allocated 

Disposal Cost (Rough Estimate) 

Surveying  $4,000–$10,000 

(Site survey and scheme plan) 

Subdivision Consenting (if 

successful) 

$12,000–$36,000 

(Resource consent application, completion certificate, Land Transfer 

Plan and Cadastral Survey) 

Legal costs $2,000–$5,000+ 

(Preparation of legal documents by solicitor; does not include costs 

associated with the sale of the property) 

LINZ Costs  $500–$1,000+  

(Issuing of certificate of title) 

Marketing 2.5-4% of sale price 

Public notifications  $500–$1,000  

5. Engagement with Impacted Stakeholders (1 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Meeting or phone call with existing lease holder to gauge their views on the proposal to 

dispose of land/ facility. 

b. Any occupation agreements will have to be appropriately terminated if the Council decides to 

dispose of the property. The notice period to terminate the lease is 3 months.   

6. Iwi Engagement (1-2 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Hui with iwi to gauge their views on proposed disposal.  
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Stage 3: Approval (2 months) 

7. Council Approval to Progress Disposal 

Required actions: 

a. Business report 1 to elected members seeking approval to progress disposal, including public 

notification if found necessary as part of the Significance assessment (see Stage 1 in process 

overview table).  

Stage 4: Fulfil Statutory Obligations  

8. Statutory Process and EOI (2 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Publicly notify intention to dispose of the land and call for written objections to the chief 

executive officer of council (suggested 1 month). 

b. An alternative option is to to notify any proposed disposals as part of the next LTP 

consultation. 

9. Council Approval to Continue Disposal (2-3 months) 

Required actions: 

b. Business report 2 to elected members seeking approval to continue disposal, considering: 

I. Objections received to proposal to dispose of the land. 

II. Expressions of interest received to purchase the property. 

c. If approved to continue with disposal: 

III. delegate to the CEO to negotiate and execute the sale of the property within the 

valuation range.  

Stage 5: Sale Process  

10. Surveying (1 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Survey area of land and prepare subdivision plan, including an esplanade reserve along the 

stream and tidy up any accretion or erosion- Surveyor 

11. Subdivision Consent  

Required actions: 

b. Engage agent to prepare and apply for subdivision consent 
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c. Resource consent (subdivision/boundary adjustment) 

12. Marketing of property for sale  

13. Sale agreement in principle  

Required actions: 

d. Marketing – Real Estate Agent 

e. Sale and purchase agreement 

I. Subject to survey/subdivision consenting if required 

14. Execute sale and purchase/transfer  

Required actions: 

f. Execute sale. 

 



10.1 Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings 
Attachment 7  Attachment DP 3_20250522 Land Disposal Report 39 Gregg St Final (4195461) 

Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 Page 107 

  
    The Property Group Limited

Christchurch Office
PO Box 7240 Christchurch 8240

Level 2, Lion House
169 Madras Street
Christchurch 8011 

1

22 May 2025
Our Job No 720153

Land Disposal Investigation Report – 39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke

Introduction

Tararua District Council (Council) has engaged The Property Group Limited (TPG) to complete 
a land status and acquisition history investigation in respect of the property at 39 Gregg Street, 
Dannevirke (Property). 

The purpose of this investigation is to:

1. Confirm the status of the Property, and how it is held by Council,

2. Establish the acquisition history of the Property,

3. If the Property is subject to the Public Works Act 1981 (PWA), identify the former owner (and 
any successor) and whether there is an obligation to ‘offer back’, and

4. Establish the correct pathway(s) available to Council to dispose of the Property, and any 
existing obligations on Council in following those pathways. 

TPG has completed a detailed review and research into the Property to determine Council’s 
statutory obligations and recommended disposal process, should all or part of the Property 
become surplus to Council’s requirements. The purpose of this report is to assist in future 
decision making, and stakeholder engagement in respect of the Property. This report is 
preliminary advice only and neither the request for this report nor the report itself is in any way 
intended to imply the Property has been declared surplus or that Council intends to declare it 
surplus. 

Executive Summary

The Property is legally described as Lot 2 Deposited Plan (DP) 6101, being part of the land held 
in Record of Title (RT) HBD2/739. The Property is 3.9927 hectares more or less land is located 
at 39 Gregg Street, Dannevirke.

Our investigations have concluded that Council owns the Property in fee simple, subject to the 
Local Government Act 2002. 

The Property was not acquired for and has not been held or used for a public work and is not 
subject to the PWA. There is no obligation to address the PWA in the disposal of the Property.   
Should the Property be declared surplus to Council’s requirements, Council can dispose of the 
Property in accordance with the Local Government Act 2002, its applicable internal disposal 
policies (if any).  
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Should Council wish to reserve an esplanade strip along the edge of Tapuata Stream, planning 
advice would be required, and a subdivision consent would be necessary. As part of this 
process, a survey would be required. 

The land in RT HBD2/739 is still in the name of Dannevirke Borough Council, and the ownership 
of it should be updated by the making of a section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017 application to the 
Registrar General of Land. 

We also note that the Property is subject to a lease to Warren Leslie Pinfold for a further term 
of five years expiring 14 February 2028, as described later in this report. Council would need to 
ensure it complies with the termination provision in the Lease – three months’ notice is required.

Additionally, we note that there is tree cover on the Property, however we have not investigated 
any possible implications under the Climate Change Response Act 2002 (in terms of that land 
falling within the definition of pre-1990 forest land or post-1989 forest land). Council may wish 
to investigate this further if the Property is declared surplus.

Further details are outlined below.
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Client Tararua District Council

Instruction Email dated 6 March from Kawtar Tani, Group Manager – Strategy & 
Community Wellbeing attaching a signed short form agreement pursuant to 
TPG’s proposal dated 3 March 2025.

Location/Address

Physical Description

The Property is located in the north-western outskirts of Dannevirke and is 
shaded yellow in Diagram A below. The Property is bare land with trees and 
other vegetation along the northern, western, and southern boundaries of the 
Property.  There is a stand of trees towards the centre of the Property, taking 
up an area of approximately 2,450 square metres.

Aerial images show an open drain running diagonally through the north-
western corner running into the Tapuata Stream. The topography appears to 
show gentle undulation.

The western boundary of the Property abuts the Tapuata Stream (legally 
represented as a hydro parcel), though it appears that there is some accretion 
to and erosion from the Tapuata Stream, and thus the legal boundary of the 
Property is not reflected in the physical location of the stream. 

The Property is accessed from Gregg Street through a gate approximately 
40 metres from the street boundary – see Diagram B below. We understand 
from Council officers that there is public access through this gate, however we 
note that public access on to the Property would conflict with the Lessee’s  
entitlement to “quiet enjoyment” under the terms of the Lease (as defined and 
discussed below). There are no provisions relating to public access in the 
Lease.

Aerial imagery appears to show that the boundary between the Property and 
the adjoining 39 Ransom Street Reserve (Lot 5 DP 14559) is unfenced – and 
presumably the boundary between the Property and adjoining Lot 13 DP 14559 
is also unfenced. The boundary appears to be fenced between the Property 
and the private land to the north (Part Lot 10 DP 2698).

Diagram A: Aerial Plan of the Property (shaded yellow).
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Diagram B: Snip of Google Street View 39 Gregg St access to the Property (Jan 2025).

An article in the Manawatū Standard dated 2 January 20251  states the 
following about the Property:

Parcel ID 4234282

Legal Description, 
Area and Title

3.9927 hectares more or less being Lot 2 DP 6101 held in RT HBD2/739 in the 
name of Dannevirke Borough Council.

An application under section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017 would be required to 
update the name of the registered owner. 

If Council wishes to create an esplanade strip along the edge of Tapuata 
Stream, planning advice will be required, and a subdivision consent will be 
necessary. As part of this process, a survey will also be required – see 
Additional Considerations on page 6.  

Interests recorded on 
the Title

None.

Status Estate in fee simple, subject to the Local Government Act 2002.

Owner Tararua District Council (note that Dannevirke Borough Council is currently 
shown as the legal owner on the RT).

1 Tararua District Council considers asset sales | The Post
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Zoning Operative District Plan

The Property is zoned Rural. Map Number 32 is attached as Appendix One.

Property District Plan Review 2023/2024

The Property is zoned Residential on the Re-zoning Mapping Tool.

Contamination The Property is not recorded in Horizons Regional Council’s Sites with 
Hazardous Substances (SAHS) database. 

Horizons Regional Council has also checked the Property against the 
information it holds from the Council in relation to Hazardous Activities and 
Industry Lists (HAIL) records (last updated September 2023) and has 
confirmed that are no records relating to the Property.

Hazards The Property has been categorised as “Possible” for Liquefaction Vulnerability 
– see Liquefaction Prone Land – Local Maps and Tararua Hazards – Public 
Maps.

Interests Affecting 
the Status of the 
Property

The Property (along with the adjoining 39 Ransom Street Reserve, being Lot 5 
DP 14559, and Lot 13 DP 14559) is subject to a lease to Warren Leslie Pinfold 
commencing 15 February 2018 (Lease). The Council and the Lessee agreed 
to renew the Lease for a further period of five years, expiring 14 February 2028. 
The Lease documentation provided by the Council is included at Appendix 
Two. The Lease includes the following termination clause:

Māori Interests The Property is located within the area of interest of Ngāti Kahungunu, 
Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa - Tāmaki nui-ā-Rua, and Rangitāne o Tāmaki 
nui ā Rua.

However, as the Property is owned by the Council in fee simple, it is not subject 
to any Right of First Refusal obligations.

Acquisition History Council’s predecessor (Dannevirke Borough Council) purchased Lot 2 DP 
6101 from The Public Trustee in 1945. Lot 2 DP 6101 was subdivided in 1970 
(see DP 11521), and RT HBD2/739 was issued to Dannevirke Borough Council 
for the balance part of Lot 2 DP 6101.

See Appendix Three for the detailed acquisition history of the land.

Statutory 
Interpretation

Public Works Act 1981 

We consider that the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA. There 
is no evidence we have found or that is contained in the information provided 
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by Council to suggest that the Property was acquired for or ever used for a 
public work. 

Local Government Act 2002 

We do not consider that the Property falls within the definition of “park” under 
section 138 of the Local Government Act 2002.

See Appendix Four for detailed analysis of the relevant legislation.

Disposal Process 
Summary and 
Additional 
Considerations

Should the Property be declared surplus to Council’s requirements, the 
Property can be disposed of in accordance with its internal disposal policies (if 
any).  

Additional considerations for potential disposal

• As Council is yet to decide whether to create an esplanade strip along the 
edge of Tapuata Stream, we have not considered in depth the retaining of 
land alongside the stream for an esplanade strip. If Council is interested in 
retaining a strip of land alongside the riparian boundary, planning advice 
would be necessary. A survey would be required, which would also tidy up 
the accretion and erosion along Tapuata Stream and identify the proposed 
esplanade strip from the part of the Property to be disposed of. Additionally, 
a subdivision consent would be needed.

• Council will need to ensure it complies with the termination provision in the 
Lease – three months’ notice is required. 

• We note that there is tree cover on the Property, however we have not 
investigated any possible implications under the Climate Change 
Response Act 2002 (in terms of that land falling within the definition of pre-
1990 forest land or post-1989 forest land). Council may wish to investigate 
this further if the Property is declared surplus.

• There appears to be existing water supply infrastructure within the Property 
(see Diagram C below). Council may wish to consider registering an 
easement in gross over this infrastructure prior to disposal. 

Diagram C: Plan of infrastructure in the vicinity of the Property 
(from Tararua Utilities – Public Maps)
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• Aerial images (e.g. Diagram A) show an open drain running diagonally 
through the north-western corner running into the Tapuata Stream, which 
appears to capture overland flow. Council may wish to confirm this. 

Prepared by: Reviewed by:

Jenny Acker

S e n i o r  P r o p e r t y  C o n s u l t a n t

0 2 1  1 9 5  0 1 4 4  

jacker@propertygroup.co.nz 

Jackie Haynes

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

0 2 7  2 7 1  4 4 0 5

jhaynes@propertygroup.co.nz

Disclaimer

This Land Disposal Report is based on available evidence and records.

The Property Group Limited has no power to make a binding ruling or legal determination as to the status 
of land but does have significant knowledge and experience in the provision of Land Disposal Reports.
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Appendix One – Tararua Distr ict  Plan Maps

We have inserted a red arrow indicating the location of the Property. 
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Appendix Two – Lease information
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Appendix Three -  Acquisi t ion History

Nov 
1932

DP 6101 was deposited, being a “Plan of Lots 1 and 2 part Suburban Section 30 
Dannevirke”.  DP 6101 was a plan of subdivision of part Suburban Section 30 being 
the land held in Certificate of Title (CT) HB39/110.  The District Public Trustee, as 
registered owner, approved the plan.  No earlier information could be obtained for this 
land as paper records held by the Land Registry office in Napier were destroyed by 
the fire that followed the Hawkes Bay earthquake in 1931. 

The Property is Lot 2 DP 6101. 

Diagram D: Snip of DP 6101.

Dec 
1932

CT HB57/300 was issued to The Public Trustee for Lot 2 DP 6101 (Application 
R 5478).

Diagram E: Snip of diagram on historic CT HB57/300.
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Jul 
1945

Dannevirke Borough Council purchased all of the land in CT HB57/300 from The 
Public Trustee for £1,355 (Transfer 77703). 

Jul 
1970

Upon deposit of DP 11521, part of Lot 2 DP 6101 was vested as street, and eight 
parcels were created along the new street. 

Diagram F: Snip of DP 11521.

RT HBD2/739 was issued to the Dannevirke Borough Council for the balance part of 
Lot 2 DP 6101.

Diagram G: Snip of diagram on historic CT HBD2/239.
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Feb 
1987

Under the Dannevirke Borough – Dannevirke County Union Order 1987, the 
Dannevirke Borough Council and the Dannevirke County Council were dissolved, and 
a new Council the Dannevirke District Council was established.   All the rights, powers, 
responsibilities, property and land held by the dissolved councils vested in Dannevirke 
District Council.  (NZ Gazette 1987 page 1018).

June 
1989

Under the Local Government (Manawatu-Wanganui Region) Reorganisation Order 
1989, the Dannevirke District Council, and other former authorities were dissolved, 
and the Tararua District Council was established.  That Council was to exercise the 
functions and powers of a territorial authority under the Local Government Act, and 
under any other local Act relating to it, or to any of the former authorities. It took over 
the functions, duties and powers (as an administering body under the Reserves Act) 
of the former authorities.  All land and property vested in the former authorities became 
vested in the Tararua District Council (NZ Gazette 1989 page 2351).
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Appendix Four – Statutory Interpretat ion

Public Works Act 1981

We consider that the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA, as there is no evidence 
that Council has held the Property for a ‘public work’ or ‘local work’. 

Council/Council’s predecessor has owned the Property since 1945. There is no indication on 
the transfer instrument (Transfer 77703) that Dannevirke Borough Council acquired Lot 2 DP 
6101 for the purpose of a “public work” or “local work” under the Public Works Act 1928. 
Nor have Council officers provided any archive evidence about the circumstances of the 1945 
purchase of the Property and the use of the Property that suggests any public or local works 
have taken place. 

Aerial imagery (Retrolens) does not suggest that there has been any development on the 
Property. We have indicated the location of the Property on each image below in red. 

1974 1977

1980 1983
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1999

Local Government Act 2002 

Section 138 of this Act contains an obligation to consult on any proposal before disposing of a 
‘park’ by sale or otherwise. The term ‘park’ is defined in section 138 as follows:  

We understand from Council officers that there is public access through a gate approximately 
40 metres from the Gregg Street boundary with the Property. However, we note that this conflicts 
with the entitlement to “quiet enjoyment” under the terms of the Lease, and there are no terms 
relating to public access in the Lease. Additionally, the Manawatū Standard article dated 2 
January 2025 stations that the Property “was not … used for recreation.”

Even if the public are able to access the Property, it is primarily leased for grazing. Therefore, 
we do not consider that the Property falls within the definition of “park” under section 138 of the 
Local Government Act 2002.
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Tēnā koutou katoa 

This report has been prepared for the [insert council name] by [lead 

author] from Xyst (Xyst Limited, Xyst Australia PTY Ltd, Xyst Parks and 

Recreation Limited). [name (contractor)], [name] and [name] all provided 

significant input to the research and final report.  

We thank [names] for their contribution to the report.  

Xyst advises clients primarily in the local government sector in the areas 

of parks, recreation and tourism and provides benchmarking services 

through Yardstick. We aim to provide practical advice that can improve 

the lives of people through the provision of parks, recreation and 

sustainable tourism. 

Revision History 

Rev. Date Author Notes 

1.0 15/05/2025   
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16 BENGSTON STREET, EKETĀHUNA  

 

Property Information  

Legal description Lot 2 DP 5861 

LINZ ID 3918967 

Size  0.986ha 

Location 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna  

Registered owners Tararua District Council  

Land status Subject to the Local Government Act 2002 
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Stage 2: Due Diligence (2-3 months) 

1. Statutory and Third Party Considerations 

 Y/ N Comment 

Crown-derived N Not Crown-derived; can be disposed 

of without profit share with Crown. 

Subject to Treaty 

Settlement 

N Not subject to Treaty Settlement or 

right of first refusal.  

Held under 

Reserves Act (RA) 

N Not subject to the RA.  

 

Park subject to 

Local Government 

Act (LGA) 

N Not considered a park under the Local 

Government Act.  

Subject to Public 

Works Act (PWA) 

N Not a public work under PWA. 

Occupation 

Agreement 

Y Land is subject to an expired lease 

agreement with Eketahuna & Districts 

Early Settlers Museum Society.  

2. Cadastral and Planning Advice (1 month) 

 Y/ N Comment 

Sub-division of 

land required  

Y Subdivision of land is required as the 

existing legal description does not 

comply with the subdivision 

requirements of the Resource 

Management Act 1991. 

Easements 

required 

Y An open stormwater channel appears 

to cross the Property. Council may 

wish to consider registering an 

easement in gross over this 

infrastructure prior to disposal 

Certificate of Title 

required 

Y New certificate of title required 

following subdivision.  

Required actions: 

a. Subdivision pre-application meeting - Subdivision Consent Planner. 

b. Advice about updating the property ownership information on certificate of title, timing of 

this and registration of easements for stormwater assets – LINZ. 
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3. Valuation/ Market Appraisal and Market Trend Analysis  

Required actions: 

a. Market assessment (value and potential interest) – Real Estate Agent 

b. Valuation – Registered Valuer 

4. Cost estimates  

Rateable Value 

Rateable value  Capital value - $315,000 

Land value - $190,000 

Note: Ratable value also includes Lot 3 and Lot 4 DP 5861.  

Operational expenditure/income 

Lease income $0 p/a, peppercorn lease 

Maintenance costs Currently no maintenance cost to 

Council. However, the Museum Group 

have reached out for support to 

maintain this parcel (lot 2).  

Operational budget  

(5 years) 

NIL 

Forecast expenses  

(10 years) 

NIL 

Disposal Costs (Rough Cost Estimates 

Surveying  $4,000–$10,000 

(Site survey and scheme plan) 

Subdivision Consenting (if 

successful) 

$12,000–$36,000 

(Resource consent application, 

completion certificate, Land Transfer 

Plan and Cadastral Survey) 

Legal costs $2,000–$5,000+ 

(Preparation of legal documents by 

solicitor; does not include costs 

associated with the sale of the 

property) 

LINZ Costs  $500–$1,000+  

(Issuing of certificate of title) 

Marketing Est. 2.5% - 4% of sale price 

Public notifications  $500–$1,000  
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5. Engagement with Impacted Stakeholders (1 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Meeting or phone call with the Eketahuna & Districts Early Settlers Museum Society to gauge 

their views on the proposal to dispose of land/ facility. 

b. The occupation agreement with the Settlers Society has expired. Council should seek legal 

advice about obligations under the expired lease.   

6. Iwi Engagement (1-2 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Hui with iwi to gauge their views on proposed disposal.  

Stage 3: Approval (2 months) 

7. Council Approval to Progress Disposal 

Required actions: 

a. Business report 1 to elected members seeking approval to progress disposal, including public 

notification if found necessary as part of the Significance assessment (see Stage 1 in process 

overview table).  

Stage 4: Fulfil Statutory Obligations (4-6 months) 

8. Statutory Process and EOI (2 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Publicly notify intention to dispose of the land and call for written objections to the chief 

executive officer of council (suggested 1 month). 

9. Council Approval to Continue Disposal (2-3 months) 

Required actions: 

b. Business report 2 to elected members seeking approval to continue disposal, considering: 

I. Objections received to proposal to dispose of the land. 

II. Expressions of interest received to purchase the property. 

c. If approved to continue with disposal: 

III. delegate to the CEO to negotiate and execute the sale of the property within the 

valuation range.  
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Stage 5: Sale Process  

10. Surveying (1 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Survey area of land and prepare subdivision plan - Surveyor 

11. Subdivision Consent  

Required actions: 

b. Engage agent to prepare and apply for subdivision consent 

c. Resource consent (subdivision/boundary adjustment) 

12. Marketing of property for sale  

13. Sale agreement in principle  

Required actions: 

d. Marketing – Real Estate Agent 

e. Sale and purchase agreement 

I. Subject to survey/subdivision consenting if required 

14. Execute sale and purchase/transfer  

15. Required actions: 

f. Execute sale. 
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    The Property Group Limited

Christchurch Office
PO Box 7240 Christchurch 8240

Level 2, Lion House
169 Madras Street
Christchurch 8011 

1

22 May 2025
Our Job No 720153

Land Disposal Investigation Report – 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna

Introduction

Tararua District Council (Council) has engaged The Property Group Limited (TPG) to complete 
a land status and acquisition history in respect of the property at 16 Bengston Street, Eketāhuna 
(Property). 

The purpose of this investigation is to: 

1. Confirm the status of the Property, and how it is held by Council,

2. Establish the acquisition history of the Property,

3. If the Property is subject to the Public Works Act 1981 (PWA), identify the former owner (and 
any successor) and whether there is an obligation to ‘offer back’, and

4. Establish the correct pathway(s) available to Council to dispose of the Property, and any 
existing obligations on Council in following those pathways. 

TPG has completed a detailed review and research into the Property to determine Council’s 
statutory obligations and recommended disposal process, should all or part of the Property 
become surplus to Council’s requirements.

The purpose of this report is to assist in future decision making, and stakeholder engagement 
in respect of the Property. This report is preliminary advice only and neither the request for this 
report nor the report itself is in any way intended to imply the Property has been declared surplus 
or that the Council intends to declare it surplus.

Executive Summary

The Property is legally described as Lot 2 Deposited Plan (DP) 5861 being part of the land held 
Record of Title (RT) WN23B/962. The Property is 986 square metres more or less and is located 
at 16 Bengston St Eketāhuna. 

Our investigations have concluded that the Council owns the Property fee simple, subject to the 
Local Government Act 2002. 

Council’s predecessor (Eketahuna County Council) purchased Lots 2-4 DP 5861 from the 
Crown in 1983. Originally the Property had been part of a Crown grant (in 1870) issued to a 
private owner before being transferred to the Wellington District Education Board in 1884 for a 
school reserve. In 1982, Lots 2-4 DP 5861 were taken for a State Primary School under the 
PWA.
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The Property was not acquired by Council for, and it has not been held by Council or used by 
Council for a public work and accordingly, its disposal is not subject to the PWA. Council has no 
obligation to address the PWA in the disposal of the Property. 

Should the Property be declared surplus to Council’s requirements, Council may dispose of the 
Property in accordance with the Local Government Act 2002, and its applicable internal disposal 
policies (if any).  

The Property is still held in the name of Eketahuna County Council.  Council should make 
application to the Registrar General of Land under section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017 to have 
the RT issued in the name of Tararua District Council. The Property was been separately defined 
as Lot 2 on DP 5861 (see Diagram H below), but the existing legal description does not comply 
with the subdivision requirements of the Resource Management Act 1991. Should Council only 
wish to dispose of the Property, it would be necessary for the Council to subdivide the land in 
the RT to obtain a separate title for the Property, and one for the balance land.

We also note that the Property has been (and may still be) the subject of an expired lease 
between the Council and the Museum Society, and previous binding arrangements as described 
later in this report. Council should seek legal advice in relation to the historical and current 
arrangements with the Museum Society with relation to its occupation of, and interest in, the 
Property.  

Further details are outlined below.
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Client  Tararua District Council

Instruction Email dated 6 March from Kawtar Tani, Group Manager – Strategy & 
Community Wellbeing attaching a signed short form agreement pursuant to 
TPG’s proposal dated 3 March 2025.

Location/Address

Physical Description

The Property is located in Eketāhuna and is shaded yellow in Diagram A below. 
The Property is bare land – although according to Google Street View (see 
Diagram B below) and aerial imagery, there is a container and historic farm 
implements and machinery associated with the museum located upon the 
Property.

The address of the Property is 16 Bengston Street as it is held in the same RT 
as the two parcels of land on which the Eketāhuna Mellemskov Museum 
building is located (shaded blue in Diagram A below). 

The Property itself fronts Halswell Street, however any access from this street 
has been fenced off with an old post and wire fence – see Diagram B below.

Diagram A: Aerial Plan of the Property (shaded yellow) and 
the other two parcels (shaded blue) held in the same RT as the Property.

Diagram B: Snip of Google Street View of the Property from Halswell Street (March 2024).
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An article in the Manawatū Standard dated 2 January 20251  states the 
following about the Property:

Parcel ID 3918967

Legal Description, 
Area and Title

986 square metres more or less being Lot 2 DP 5861 being part of the land 
contained in RT WN23B/962.

The land in RT WN23B/962 is still held in the name of Eketahuna County 
Council.  Council should make application under section 90 Land Transfer Act 
2017 to have the RT issue in Council’s name. 

While the Property has a Legal description of Lot 2 on DP 5861 (see Diagram 
H below), the legal definition of the Property does not comply with the 
subdivision requirements of the Resource Management Act 1991 and it would 
not be possible for the Council to request the Registrar General of Land to 
issue a separate record of title for it. Should Council want to dispose of the 
Property, it would be necessary for the Council to subdivide the land in the RT 
pursuant to the Resource Management Act 1991 to obtain a separate title for 
the Property, and one for the balance land. .

Interests recorded on 
the Title

None.

Status Estate in fee simple, subject to the Local Government Act 2002.

Owner Tararua District Council (noting Eketahuna County Council is still recorded as 
the registered owner of the land in RT WN23B/962).

Zoning Operative District Plan

The Property is zoned Residential. Map Number 46 is attached as Appendix 
One.

1 Tararua District Council considers asset sales | The Post
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Property District Plan Review 2023/2024

The Property is zoned Residential on the Re-zoning Mapping Tool.

Contamination The Property is not recorded in Horizons Regional Council’s Sites with 
Hazardous Substances (SAHS) database. 

Horizons Regional Council has also checked the Property against the 
information it holds from the Council in relation to Hazardous Activities and 
Industry Lists (HAIL) records (last updated September 2023) and has 
confirmed that are no records relating to the Property.

Hazards The Property has been categorised as “Possible” for Liquefaction Vulnerability 
– see Liquefaction Prone Land – Local Maps and Tararua Hazards – Public 
Maps.

Interests Affecting 
the Status of the 
Property

A letter dated 8 May 2014 from the Council to the Eketahuna & Districts Early 
Settlers Museum Society Incorporated (Museum Society) states:

A copy of this letter is included at Appendix Two.

As an aside, we note that correspondence from the Museum Society to Council 
dated 21 October 2013 describes a “progressive payment” arrangement had 
initially been in place following the (previous) Council’s purchase of the land in 
RT WN23B/692 from the Crown. The Museum Society was working towards 
purchasing 16 Bengston Street from Council and had paid a substantial 
proportion of the purchase price to the (previous) Council. Before full payment 
was made, the parties negotiated an alternative arrangement that the then 
Council would defer the final payment and retain ownership of the land and 
buildings, and the Museum Society would occupy 16 Bengston St at no cost 
for the purposes of running a museum. Several options to renegotiate the 
arrangement are suggested in the letter, a copy of which is included at 
Appendix Two. 

Council has provided a copy of the lease between the Council and the Museum 
Society dated 10 July 2014 (Lease), a copy of which is also included at 
Appendix Two. Assuming that the Lease was renewed for a further five years, 
the Lease expired 31 March 2024. Council should seek legal advice with 
relation to how to deal with the Museum Society in relation to the Council’s 
arrangements with the Museum Society and that entity’s interest in the 
Property. 

Māori Interests The Property is located within the area of interest of Ngāti Kahungunu, 
Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa - Tāmaki nui-ā-Rua, Rangitāne o Wairarapa 
and Rangitāne o Tāmaki nui ā Rua.

However, as the Property is owned by the Council in fee simple, it is not subject 
to any Right of First Refusal obligations.
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Acquisition History Council’s predecessor (Eketahuna County Council) purchased Lots 2-4 DP 
5861 from the Crown in 1983. Prior to this, the Property had been part of a 
Crown grant in 1870, before being transferred to the Wellington District 
Education Board in 1884 for a school reserve. In 1982, Lots 2-4 DP 5861 were 
taken for a State Primary School under the PWA. 

See Appendix Three for the detailed acquisition history of the land.

Statutory 
Interpretation

Public Works Act 1981 / Local Government Act 1974

We consider that the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA. There 
is no evidence we have found or that is contained in the information provided 
by Council to suggest that the Property was acquired for or ever used for a 
public work by the Council or its predecessors. 

Archive information provided by the Council indicates that the Property was 
purchased for the purpose of accommodating the Eketahuna Museum. Given 
that the purchase of the Property was municipal or civic in nature, the statutory 
authority for the purchase is likely to have been section 601 of the 
Local Government Act 1974. There is no reference in this provision to such 
purposes being deemed to be a public work.

Local Government Act 2002 

We do not consider that the Property falls within the definition of “park” under 
section 138 of the Local Government Act 2002.

See Appendix Four for detailed analysis of the relevant legislation.

Disposal Process 
Summary and 
Additional 
Considerations

Should the Property be declared surplus to Council’s requirements, the 
Property may be disposed of in accordance with the Local Government Act 
2002, and with applicable internal disposal policies (if any).

Additional considerations for potential disposal

• There appears to be an existing open stormwater channel that crosses the 
Property (see Diagram C below). Council may wish to consider registering 
an easement in gross over this infrastructure prior to disposal. 

Diagram C: Plan of infrastructure in the vicinity of the Property 
(from Tararua Utilities – Public Maps)



10.1 Disposal Plans for Rationalisation of Land and Buildings 
Attachment 9  Attachment Disposal Plan 4_20250522 Land Disposal Report 16 Bengston St Final (4195687) 

Page 144 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 

  

7

Prepared by: Reviewed by:

Jenny Acker

S e n i o r  P r o p e r t y  C o n s u l t a n t

0 2 1  1 9 5  0 1 4 4  

jacker@propertygroup.co.nz 

Jackie Haynes

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

0 2 7  2 7 1  4 4 0 5

jhaynes@propertygroup.co.nz

Disclaimer

This Land Disposal Investigation Report is based on available evidence and records.

The Property Group Limited has no power to make a binding ruling or legal determination as to the status 
of land but does have significant knowledge and experience in the provision of Land Disposal Investigation 
Reports.
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Appendix One – Tararua Distr ict  Plan Maps

We have inserted a red arrow indicating the location of the Property. 
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Appendix Four – Counci l  archive information
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Appendix Three – Acquisi t ion History

Oct 1870 The Crown granted to Gustav Bengston 62 acres, three roods and eight perches 
of land, being Rural Section 13 Settlement of Eketahuna (Crown Grant No. 
7579).

Certificate of Title (CT) WN37/83 was issued for this land in October 1884. 

Diagram D: Snip of diagram on historic CT WN37/83.

Nov 1884 Pursuant to Transfer 4862, CT WN37/136 was issued to the Wellington District 
Education Board for Part Section 13 Settlement of Eketahuna. CT WN37/83 was 
cancelled. 

Diagram E: Snip of diagram on historic CT WN37/136.
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The plan included in Transfer 4862 identifies Part Section 13 Settlement of 
Eketahuna as a “School Reserve”. 

Diagram F: Snip of plan included in Transfer 4862.

May 1914 CT WN37/136 was cancelled and CT WN225/180 issued for the balance of the 
land in CT WN37/136 to the Wellington District Education Board.

Diagram G: Snip of diagram on historic CT WN225/180.
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Jul 1922 DP 5861 was deposited, being a Plan of Lots 1 to 4 Part Section 13 Eketahuna 
Block VI Mangaone SD. The Property is Lot 2.

Lot 1 DP 5861 was transferred to a private individual in May 1921 
(Transfer 139820). Lots 2-4 DP 5861 remained with the Wellington District 
Education Board. 

Diagram H: Snip of DP 5861 – the Property is Lot 2.

April 1982 Lots 2-4 DP 5861 were taken for a State Primary School (Gazette Notice 
492238.1, NZ Gazette 1982 page 1500) pursuant to sections 20 and 50 of the 
Public Works Act 1981 (PWA).
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Diagram I: Snip of NZ Gazette 1982 page 1500.

Mar 1983 CT WN23B/222 was issued to Her Majesty the Queen for Lots 2-4 DP 5861 for 
the purpose of a State Primary School.

Diagram J: Snip of diagram on historic CT WN23B/222.

May 1983 Eketahuna County Council purchased Lots 2-4 DP 5861 from the Crown for 
$4,400 (Transfer 574128.1). 

Aug 1983 CT 23B/222 was cancelled and RT WN23B/962 was issued to Eketahuna County 
Council for Lots 2-4 DP 5861.

June 1989 Under the Local Government (Manawatu-Wanganui Region) Reorganisation 
Order 1989, the Eketahuna County Council was dissolved, and the Tararua 
District Council took over its functions, duties and powers. All property was 
vested in the Tararua District Council (NZ Gazette 1989 page 2351).
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Appendix Four – Statutory Interpretat ion

Public Works Act 1981 (PWA) / Local Government Act 1974

The Property was previously held by the Crown for a ‘public work’ under the PWA. The most 
recent evidence of this is the 1982 taking of Lots 2-4 DP 5861 for a State Primary School 
(Gazette Notice 492238.1, NZ Gazette 1982 page 1500) pursuant to sections 20 and 50 of the 
PWA. It is likely, however, that this action occurred to enable the land to be disposed of.  The 
land would have been disposed of by the Crown to the (former) Eketahuna County Council under 
section 42 PWA. 

We consider that the Council does not hold the Property subject to the PWA, and any disposal 
of the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA. There is no evidence that we have found, 
or that is contained in the information provided by Council, to suggest that the Property was 
acquired for or ever used for a public work by Council. 

Eketahuna County Council purchased the Property in 1983. Archive information provided by the 
Council indicates that the Property was purchased to be new premises for the Eketahuna 
Museum. The letter from the Museum Society to Council dated 21 October 2013 (a copy of 
which is included at Appendix Two) states the following:

There is no explicit statutory authority in the Local Government Act 1974 (or its amendments) 
for the acquisition or purchase of land for museums. Given that the purchase of the Property 
was municipal or civic in nature, the statutory authority for the purchase is likely to have been 
section 601(2)(a) of the Local Government Act 1974. This section provided that a council could 
purchase land and buildings “for the recreation, amusement, and instruction of the public, and 
the provision or improvement or development or maintenance of amenities for the inhabitants of 
the district or any part thereof”. 

While there is no reference in this provision to such purposes being deemed to be a public work, 
section 237A of the Local Government Act 1974 provided that a council could use the Public 
Works Act 1928 to acquire land needed for the carrying out of any of the purposes of the Local 
Government Act 1974.  
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However, in this case, it is clear that the Council did not use this part of section 237A to acquire 
the Property from the Crown. 

Section 601 Local Government Act 1974 provided as follows:

We also note that Transfer 574128.1 (from the Crown to Eketahuna County Council) is silent on 
the method of disposal of the Property under the PWA. As we have found no evidence that the 
Council acquired the Property for public work – our assumption is that the Property cleared 
section 40 of the PWA before Council’s purchase.  

Local Government Act 2002 

Section 138 of this Act contains an obligation to consult on any proposal before disposing of a 
‘park’ by sale or otherwise. The term ‘park’ is defined in section 138 as follows:  

Access to the Property from Halswell Street is fenced off (see Diagram B). While an orchard has 
been planted to support the Eketāhuna food bank, we consider this is too remote from Council’s 
functions to fall within the definition of ‘park’ in section 138. 
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Tēnā koutou katoa 

This report has been prepared for the [insert council name] by [lead 

author] from Xyst (Xyst Limited, Xyst Australia PTY Ltd, Xyst Parks and 

Recreation Limited). [name (contractor)], [name] and [name] all provided 

significant input to the research and final report.  

We thank [names] for their contribution to the report.  

Xyst advises clients primarily in the local government sector in the areas 

of parks, recreation and tourism and provides benchmarking services 

through Yardstick. We aim to provide practical advice that can improve 

the lives of people through the provision of parks, recreation and 

sustainable tourism. 

Revision History 

Rev. Date Author Notes 

1.0 15/05/2025   
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53 DENMARK STREET, DANNEVIRKE  

(DVK Rural Bus Depot) 

 

Property Information  

Legal description Lot 35 DP 1057  

LINZ ID 4196134 

Size  799m2  

Location 53 Denmark Street, Dannevirke 

Ownership Tararua District Council (in fee simple) 

Land Status Subject to the Local Government Act 2002 
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Stage 2: Due Diligence (2-3 months) 

1. Statutory and Third Party Considerations 

 Y/ N Comment 

Crown-derived N Not Crown-derived; can be disposed of without profit share with 

Crown. 

Subject to Treaty 

Settlement 

N Not subject to Treaty Settlement or right of first refusal.  

Held under 

Reserves Act (RA) 

N Not subject to the RA.  

 

Park subject to 

Local Government 

Act (LGA) 

N Not considered a park under the Local Government Act.  

Subject to Public 

Works Act (PWA) 

N Not a public work under PWA. 

Occupation 

Agreement 

Y The property appears to be used as a rural mail delivery depot. An 

occupation agreement was not provided. The rental from the 1996 

lease agreement is still paid to Council for the property.    

2. Cadastral and Planning Advice (1 month) 

 Y/ N Comment 

Sub-division of 

land required  

Y Subdivision of land is required, as the property is only part of the land 

included in the certificate of title. 

Certificate of Title 

update required 

Y The current title is in the name of Dannevirke Borough Council. 

Ownership should be updated by making an application to the 

Registrar General of Land under section 90 of the Land Transfer Act  

2017. 

Easements 

required 

N No easements required. 

Required actions: 

a. Subdivision pre-application meeting, including refining cost estimates for consenting - 

Subdivision Consent Planner. 

b. Advice about updating the property ownership information on certificate of title and timing 

of this – LINZ. 

3. Valuation/ Market Appraisal and Market Trend Analysis  

Required actions: 
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a. Market assessment (value and potential interest) – Real Estate Agent 

b. Valuation – Registered Valuer 

4. Cost Estimates  

Rateable Value 

Rateable capital value $340,000  

Rateable land value $290,000  

Note: Valuations above relate to both Lot 35 DP 1057 and Lot 36 DP 1057 

Existing operational expenditure/income 

Lease income $ 2,700 p/a.  

Through lease appraisal suggests renewal rent will increase 

significantly, i.e. approx. $11,050p/a. 

Anticipated maintenance  

(1-3 years) 

$5,000 – Clearlite roof replacement. 

Anticipated maintenance  

(3-10 years) 

$ 20,000 – building exterior repaint. 

Operational budget (5 years) $20,000 

Disposal Cost (Rough Estimate) 

Surveying  $4,000–$10,000 

(Site survey and scheme plan) 

Subdivision Consenting (if 

successful) 

$12,000–$36,000 

(Resource consent application, completion certificate, Land Transfer 

Plan and Cadastral Survey) 

Legal costs $2,000–$5,000+ 

(Preparation of legal documents by solicitor; does not include costs 

associated with the sale of the property) 

LINZ Costs  $500–$1,000+  

(Issuing of certificate of title) 

Marketing 1% - 4% of sale price 

Public notifications  $500–$1,000  

5. Engagement with Impacted Stakeholders (1 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Meeting or phone call with existing occupier to gauge their views on the proposal to dispose 

of land/ facility. 

• Council to obtain legal advice about whether the lease terms of the 1993 are applicable.   
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6. Iwi Engagement (1-2 month) 

Required actions: 

a. Hui with iwi to gauge their views on proposed disposal.  

Stage 3: Approval (2 months) 

7. Council Approval to Progress Disposal 

Required actions: 

Subject to the Local Government Act 2002 

a. iness report 1 to elected members seeking approval to progress disposal, including public 

notification if found necessary as part of the Significance assessment (see Stage 1 in process 

overview table).  

Stage 4: Fulfil Statutory Obligations (4 – 6 months) 

8. Statutory Process and EOI (2 months) 

Required actions: 

a. Publicly notify intention to dispose of the land and call for written objections to the chief 

executive officer of council (suggested 1 month). 

9. Council Approval to Continue Disposal (2-3 months) 

Required actions: 

b. Business report 2 to elected members seeking approval to continue disposal, considering: 

I. Objections received to proposal to dispose of the land. 

II. Expressions of interest received to purchase the property. 

c. If approved to continue with disposal: 

III. delegate to the CEO to negotiate and execute the sale of the property within the 

valuation range.  

Stage 5: Sale Process  

10. Surveying (1 months) 

Required actions: 
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a. Survey area of land and prepare subdivision plan, including an esplanade reserve along the 

stream and tidy up any accretion or erosion- Surveyor 

11. Subdivision Consent  

Required actions: 

b. Engage agent to prepare and apply for subdivision consent 

c. Resource consent (subdivision/boundary adjustment) 

12. Marketing of property for sale  

13. Sale agreement in principle  

Required actions: 

d. Marketing – Real Estate Agent 

e. Sale and purchase agreement 

I. Subject to survey/subdivision consenting if required 

14. Execute sale and purchase/transfer  

15. Required actions: 

f. Execute sale.
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APPENDIX: THE PROPERTY GROUP – LAND DISPOSAL REPORT – 

16 BENGSTON STREET, EKETĀHUNA 
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    The Property Group Limited

Christchurch Office
PO Box 7240 Christchurch 8240

Level 2, Lion House
169 Madras Street
Christchurch 8011 

1

22 May 2025
Our Job No 720153

Land Disposal Investigation Report – 53 Denmark Street, Dannevirke

Introduction

Tararua District Council (Council) has engaged The Property Group Limited (TPG) to complete 
a land status and acquisition history investigation for the property at 53 Denmark Street, 
Dannevirke (Property). 

The purpose of this investigation is to:

1. Confirm the status of the Property, and how it is held by Council,

2. Establish the acquisition history of the Property,

3. If the Property is subject to the Public Works Act 1981 (PWA), identify the former owner (and 
any successor) and whether there is an obligation to ‘offer back’, and

4. Establish the correct pathway(s) available to Council to dispose of the Property, and any 
existing obligations on Council in following those pathways. 

TPG has completed a detailed review and research into the Property to determine Council’s 
statutory obligations and recommended disposal process, should all or part of the Property 
become surplus to Council’s requirements. The purpose of this report is to assist in future 
decision making, and stakeholder engagement in respect of the Property. This report is 
preliminary advice only and neither the request for this report nor the report itself is in any way 
intended to imply the Property has been declared surplus or that Council intends to declare it 
surplus. 

Executive Summary

The Property is legally described as Lot 36 Deposited Plan (DP) 1057 and being part of the land 
in Record of Title (RT) HBB1/1371. The Property is 799 square metres more or less and is 
located at 53 Denmark Street, Dannevirke.

Our investigations have concluded that Council owns the Property in fee simple, subject to the 
Local Government Act 2002. 

In 1935, Council’s predecessor (Dannevirke Borough Council) purchased Lots 35 and 36 DP 
1057 from a private individual. The Property appears to have been used for and as a rural 
transport hub from the early 1960’s. It was first leased to a transport operator in 1963, and there 
appears to have been successive leases of the Property for like purposes until the present.  The 
current use by the (unknown) occupier appears to be that of a rural mail delivery depot.  
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The Property was not acquired for and has not been held or used for a public work and is not 
subject to the PWA. There is no obligation to address the PWA in the disposal of the Property.   

Should the Property be declared surplus to Council’s requirements, Council may dispose of the 
Property in accordance with its applicable internal disposal policies (if any) and the Local 
Government Act 2002.

As the Property is only part of the land in RT HBB1/1371, it will be necessary to undertake a 
subdivision under the Resource Management Act 1991 to raise separate title. 

The land in RT HBB1/1371 is still in the name of Dannevirke Borough Council, and the 
ownership of it should be updated by the making of an application to the Registrar General of 
Land under section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017. 

A Council officer has confirmed that the current occupants of the Property are still paying the 
rental outlined in the 1996 lease detailed later in this report. We have not received any lease 
documentation after 1996, so we assume that the arrangement has still been operating on an 
informal ‘holding over’ basis with successive/current occupants of the Property. Council should 
seek legal advice on any queries about how to deal with current occupants, particularly if the 
Council wishes to dispose of the Property. 

Aerial imagery indicates that part of the car parks marked out on Lot 35 DP 1057 encroach onto 
the Property, as described later in this report. Assuming Council is retaining Lot 35, the survey 
required to subdivide the Property would define the legal boundaries between the Property and 
the land being retained by Council and would identify whether any repainting of parking spaces 
is necessary.

Further details are outlined below.
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Client  Tararua District Council

Instruction Email dated 6 March from Kawtar Tani, Group Manager – Strategy & 
Community Wellbeing attaching a signed short form agreement pursuant to 
TPG’s proposal dated 3 March 2025.

Location/Address

Physical Description

The Property is located in central Dannevirke on the corner of Denmark and 
Allardice Streets, and is shaded yellow in Diagram A below. The Rural Bus 
Depot building covers 30-35% of the Property. 

The Property is held in the same RT as neighbouring parcel Lot 35 DP 1057 
(shaded blue on Diagram A). Based on aerial imagery, part of the car parks on 
Lot 35, and a shipping container encroach onto the Property.

Diagram A: Aerial Plan of the Property (shaded yellow) and 
the other parcel (shaded blue) held in the same RT as the Property.

Diagram B: Snip of Google Street View of the Property from corner of 
Denmark and Allardice Streets (January 2025).
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An article in the Manawatū Standard dated 2 January 20251  states the 
following about the Property:

Parcel ID 4196134

Legal Description, 
Area and Title

799 square metres more or less being Lot 36 Deposited Plan (DP) 1057 and 
being part of the land held in Record of Title (RT) HBB1/1371 in the name of 
Dannevirke Borough Council.

In order to update the name of the registered owner, we recommend Council  
make an application under section 90 Land Transfer Act 2017 to the Registrar 
General of Land.  

While the Property has previously been separately defined on DP 1057 (see 
Diagram C below), the Property will need to be subdivided under the Resource 
Management Act 1991 in order to raise a separate title for the Property for 
disposal purposes.

Interests recorded on 
the Title

None.

Status Estate in fee simple, subject to the Local Government Act 2002.

Owner Tararua District Council (we note that Dannevirke Borough Council is currently 
shown as the legal owner on the RT).  

Zoning Operative District Plan

The Property is zoned Commercial. Map Number 36 is attached as Appendix 
One.

Property District Plan Review 2023/2024

The Property is zoned Commercial on the Re-zoning Mapping Tool.

Contamination The Property is not recorded in Horizons Regional Council’s Sites with 
Hazardous Substances (SAHS) database. 

Horizons Regional Council has also checked the Property against the 
information it holds from the Council in relation to Hazardous Activities and 
Industry Lists (HAIL) records (last updated September 2023) and has 
confirmed that are no records relating to the Property.

1 Tararua District Council considers asset sales | The Post
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Hazards Part of the Property is within a possible Tararua Fault Awareness Area – see 
Tararua Hazards – Public Maps.

The Property has also been categorised as “Possible” for Liquefaction 
Vulnerability – see Liquefaction Prone Land – Local Maps and Tararua 
Hazards – Public Maps.

Interests Affecting 
the Status of the 
Property

The Property has been leased since 1963, initially by way of  a registered lease 
over part of the Property for a term of 21 years, expiring in 1984 (see 
Acquisition History at Appendix Three). 

It is unclear on what basis the Property was occupied between 1984 and 1994. 

Council has provided a copy of a lease of the entire Property to Vaughan and 
Deborah Hales dated 1 December 1994 (Unregistered Lease). 
The Unregistered Lease was for a term of one year seven months, and  was 
extended on a monthly basis in May 1996. The Unregistered Lease and 
Memorandum of Extension of Lease are included at Appendix Two. 

Council has provided further correspondence with Adam Appleton in August 
and September 2002, which indicates that a lease on a monthly basis had 
continued since 1996. This correspondence is also included at Appendix Two. 
Adam Appleton had objected to any lease of the Property being on a more 
formal, commercial basis.

A Council officer has confirmed that the current occupants of the Property are 
still paying the rental outlined in the 1996 lease. 

We have not received any lease documentation dated after 1996, and we 
assume that the arrangement has still been operating on an informal ‘holding 
over’ basis with any new occupants of the Property. Council should seek legal 
advice about how to deal with the arrangement with the current occupants.

Māori Interests The Property is located within the area of interest of Ngāti Kahungunu, 
Ngāti Kahungunu ki Wairarapa - Tāmaki nui-ā-Rua, and Rangitāne o Tāmaki 
nui ā Rua.

However, as the Property is owned by the Council in fee simple, it is not subject 
to any Right of First Refusal obligations.

Acquisition History In 1935, Council’s predecessor (Dannevirke Borough Council) purchased Lots 
35 and 36 DP 1057 from a private individual. The Property was first leased to 
a transport operator in 1963. See Appendix Three for a detailed acquisition 
history of the land.

Statutory 
Interpretation

Public Works Act 1981 (PWA) / Municipal Corporations Act 1954 

We consider that the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA. There 
is no evidence we have found or that is contained in the information provided 
by Council to suggest that the Property was acquired for or ever used for a 
public work, under either of the Public Works Act 1928, or the PWA.  

On the basis of archive information provided by Council and historic imagery 
(Retrolens), it appears that Dannevirke Borough Council constructed the Rural 
Bus Depot building and leased the Property for a “transport station” in 
accordance with Section 177 of the Municipal Corporations Act 1954. 
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See Appendix Four for detailed analysis of the relevant legislation.

Disposal Process 
Summary and 
Additional 
Considerations

Should the Property be declared surplus to Council’s requirements, the 
Property, once subdivided from the balance of land in RT HBB1/1371, may be 
disposed of in accordance with its applicable internal disposal policies (if any)  
and the Local Government Act 2002 .

Additional considerations for potential disposal

• Council will need to deal with the existing occupiers of the Property 
(presumably those occupiers are the users of the building) if the Council 
wishes to sell the Property with vacant possession.

• Aerial imagery (see Diagram A) indicates that part of the car parks marked 
out on Lot 35 DP 1057 encroach onto the Property. Assuming Council is 
retaining Lot 35, the survey required to subdivide the Property from the 
balance of land in RT HB/B1/1371 would confirm whether the car park 
markings need to be repainted in a different location. 

Prepared by: Reviewed by:

Jenny Acker

S e n i o r  P r o p e r t y  C o n s u l t a n t

0 2 1  1 9 5  0 1 4 4  

jacker@propertygroup.co.nz 

Jackie Haynes

G e n e r a l  C o u n s e l

0 2 7  2 7 1  4 4 0 5

jhaynes@propertygroup.co.nz

Disclaimer

This Land Disposal Investigation Report is based on available evidence and records.

The Property Group Limited has no power to make a binding ruling or legal determination as to the status 
of land but does have significant knowledge and experience in the provision of Land Disposal Investigation 
Reports.
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Appendix One – Tararua Distr ict  Plan Maps

We have inserted a red arrow indicating the location of the Property. 
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Appendix Two – Lease information
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Appendix Three – Acquisit ion History

1895 DP 1057 was surveyed, being a subdivision of Suburban Section 8 Dannevirke.

The Property is indicated with a red arrow below. 

Diagram C: Snip of DP 1057 with red arrow indicating the location of the Property. 

June 1903 Certificate of Title (CT) HB15/101 was issued to Richard Thomas Williams for 
Lots 35 and 36 DP 1057 – Lot 36 being the Property. 

Diagram D: Snip of diagram on historic CT HB15/101.
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July 1903 
– Jan 
1930

There were two transfers and one transmission of the land held in CT HB15/101 
(Transfer 13916, Transmission 27284, Transfer 50060).

May 1935 Dannevirke Borough Council purchased all of the land in CT HB15/101 from 
Albert Benjamin Kemp for £325 (Transfer 63450). 

Aug 1963 Dannevirke Borough Council leased part of Lot 36 to “William Alexander George 
Wallace of Dannevirke, Transport Operator” for a term of 21 years (Lease 
180153). This lease was transmitted and then transferred in 1975 to a new 
lessee (Transmission 309770.1, Transfer 310100.1). 

This lease appears to have been granted pursuant to section 152(1)(b) of the 
Municipal Corporations Act 1954 (refer to Statutory Interpretation in Appendix 
Four for a brief comment on leasing powers). The lessee was the successful 
tenderer for the lease, noting that the then Borough Council was legally required 
to sell such leases by tender – section 153 (a)(i) refers. 

Diagram E: Snip of plan of leased area in Lease 180153.

Feb 1966 CT HB15/101 was cancelled and RT HBB1/1371 was issued to Dannevirke 
Borough Council. 

Feb 1987 Under the Dannevirke Borough – Dannevirke County Union Order 1987, the 
Dannevirke Borough Council and the Dannevirke County Council were 
dissolved, and a new Council the Dannevirke District Council was established.   
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All the rights, powers, responsibilities, property and land held by the dissolved 
councils vested in Dannevirke District Council.  (NZ Gazette 1987 page 1018).

June 1989 Under the Local Government (Manawatu-Wanganui Region) Reorganisation 
Order 1989, the Dannevirke District Council, and other former authorities were 
dissolved, and the Tararua District Council was established.  That Council was 
to exercise the functions and powers of a territorial authority under the Local 
Government Act, and under any other local Act relating to it, or to any of the 
former authorities. It took over the functions, duties and powers (as an 
administering body under the Reserves Act) of the former authorities.  All land 
and property vested in the former authorities became vested in the Tararua 
District Council (NZ Gazette 1989 page 2351).
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Appendix Four – Statutory Interpretat ion

Public Works Act 1981 (PWA) / Municipal Corporations Act 1954

We consider that the Property is not subject to section 40 of the PWA. There is no evidence we 
have found or that is contained in the information provided by Council to suggest that the 
Property was acquired for or ever used for a public work. 

Dannevirke Borough Council purchased the Property in 1935. There is no indication on the 
transfer instrument (Transfer 63450) that Dannevirke Borough Council acquired the Property for 
the purpose of a “public work” or “local work” under the Public Works Act 1928. Nor have Council 
officers provided any archive evidence about the circumstances of the 1935 purchase and the 
use of the Property that suggests any public or local works took place before the construction of 
the Rural Bus Depot. 

Based on the information provided by the Council, Dannevirke Borough Council constructed the 
Rural Bus Depot as and for a “transport station” acting pursuant to section 177(c) of the 
Municipal Corporations Act 1954.

A “Transport station” was defined in section 177(9) as “a place where transport service vehicles, 
or any class of transport service vehicles, may wait between trips”. 

Section 177(8) authorised the Council to let or lease land in accordance with Part XIII of the Act 
to any person for use as a transport station. Section 152 (in Part VIII) set out the extent of a 
Council’s leasing powers. 

We note the terms and conditions of the tender for the lease of the Property (included at 
Appendix Two) were made in accordance with section 153 of the Municipal Corporations Act 
1954.  Clause 6 of the terms and conditions provided:
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A letter from Adam Appleton to Council in September 2002 states:

We also understand from information available online that Adam Appleton had been a rural 
delivery driver until he retired in 2022. 

Aerial imagery (Retrolens) does not suggest that there was any development on the Property 
before the Rural Bus Depot. The images from 1962 and 1964 indicate there were no 
improvements on the Property. The current building is shown in the 1974 image. We have 
indicated the location of the Property on each image below in red. 

1962
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Report 

Date : 19 June 2025  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Sarah Walshe 
Finance Manager  

Subject : Adoption of Annual Plan 2025-26 and Schedule of Fees and 
Charges  

Item No : 10.2 

 

1. Recommendation 

1.1 That the report from the Finance Manager dated 11 June 2025 concerning the 
Adoption of Annual Plan 2025-26 and Schedule of Fees and Charges be received. 

1.2 That in accordance with Section 95 of the Local Government Act 2002, the 
Tararua District Council adopts the Annual Plan 2025-26 and the Schedule of 
Fees and Charges for the 2025-26 financial year.  

1.3 That the Chief Executive be authorised to approve any final edits required to the 
Annual Plan required to finalise the documents.  

   

 

2. Reason for the Report 

2.1 To adopt the Annual Plan 2025-26, being year two of the 2024-34 Long Term Plan 
and the Schedule of Fees and Charges required by Section 95 of the Local 
Government Act 2002. 

2.2 To confirm the final average rates increase for the 2025-26 year of 7.29%. 

3. Background 

3.1 Council must prepare an Annual Plan for each financial year as required by Section 
95 of the Local Government Act 2002. 
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3.2 The Annual Plan is defined by Sections 95(5) and (6) of the Local Government Act 
and requires that Council present an account of significant changes from the Long 
Term Plan for the year in which the Annual Plan is being developed and include all 
relevant financial and funding impact statements for the year in which the Annual 
Plan is being prepared.  

3.3 Council held a series of workshops from December 2024 to March 2025 to discuss 
the service levels, capital programme, fees and charges, activity expenditure and 
rates requirement for the Draft Annual Plan 2025/2026. 

4. Consultation with the Community 

4.1 Council proposed an overall rates increase of 7.71% which is significantly lower 
than the increase proposed in the Long Term Plan. Of this increase, 3.23% relates 
to all activities other than water services, and the remaining 4.48% is for water, 
wastewater, and stormwater activities. Council has gone back to basics and has 
reduced costs to include only essential works. To achieve, projects have been 
reassessed, reforecast or deferred if appropriate. A deferral of the operational 
costs for the New Pahiatua Pool from year 2 to year 3, due to external funding still 
being sourced. It is anticipated that the new pool will not be operational in the 
2025/2026 year.  

4.2 This year, only partial funding of depreciation is being undertaken, with the 
remaining portion deferred to future years of the Long-Term Plan. The significant 
increase in asset prices due to inflation necessitates spreading the cost and its 
recovery over a longer period.  

4.3 Additionally, the Government has introduced a new method for funding asset 
renewals through debt that supports this approach.  This is under their framework 
for the future delivery of water services, called Local Water Done Well (LWDW). 
This approach allows for the use of loans to finance all asset purchases (including 
renewals) without the need to recover depreciation costs through rates.  This 
usually occurs at the same time as funding is also being recovered for debt 
repayment, a practice considered as “double dipping”.  

4.4 Water service assets, including those for water, wastewater, and stormwater, 
have very long lifespans.  Consequently, if the debt on these assets is repaid over a 
short period (e.g, ten years), there will be ample time during the remaining useful 
life (upwards of 100 years) to address future long-term replacement funding 
requirements after the debt has been repaid. 

4.5 Council prepared a Consultation Document and supporting information to consult 
with the community on whether Council should rate an additional $150,000 
(resulting in an average increase of 0.40%) in rates for our footpaths. After the 
adoption of the 2024/2034 Long Term Plan Council received notification from 
NZTA Waka Kotahi that it had been unsuccessful in its funding request for its 
footpath’s maintenance and renewal programme.  
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4.6 Council also sought feedback from the Community on a proposal from Tararua 
Aquatic Community Trust to purchases a property to help address an ongoing 
issue of carparking.  

4.7 The engagement channels that Council used for consultation were:  

• Social Media channels 

• Council Website including “Your Say Tararua”  

• Bush Telegraph 

• Radio 

• Mock Rates Invoice 

4.8 Council adopted the Consultation and Supporting Information for the Annual Plan 
2025-26, being year two of the 2024/34 Long Term Plan on 9 April 2025. 

4.9 The formal consultation period on the draft Annual Plan 2025-26 took place from 
14 April 2025 to 15 May 2025.  

4.10 A total of 45 formal submissions were received.  

4.11 Of the 45 submissions, eight submitters asked to present their views to Council in 
person, with one submitter later withdrawing their request to speak.  

4.12 The hearing was held on Wednesday 21 May 2025, and deliberations on matters 
raised through submissions was undertaken by the Council on Wednesday 4 June 
2025.  

5. Significance Assessment 

5.1 The determination for the Annual Plan submissions does not trigger Council’s 
Significance and Engagement policy. 

5.2 However, it should be noted that any changes of significance would require 
consideration in accordance with the Policy. 

6. Key changes from Annual Plan Deliberations  

6.1 Officers have updated the Cyclone Gabrielle Roading project to align to budget 
approved by NZTA Waka Kotahi. This budget was increased from $8.6m at a FAR 
rate of 93% to $12m at a confirmed bespoke FAR rate of 97.5%. This change 
resulted in a slight rates reduction of $6,000 due to Councils funding for this 
emergency works budget being funding from existing reserves. 

6.2 Officers have made a reduction in the personnel budgets of $150,000 to reflect 
savings that have been incurred as a result of vacancies and integration of 
services. 
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6.3 Officers have revisited our capital expenditure program with the completion of 
Council 2024/2025 programme nearing and prioritised the following projects by 
delaying the work that require further scoping, and projects where operational 
savings will be recognised in future year. 

6.3.1 Wastewater 

• District Wastewater Generators & Emergency – deferred 

• District Wastewater SCADA – increased to allow the project to continue on a 
plant-by-plant basis 

• District Wastewater Sludge Disposal Facility – reduced to reflect costs for a 
feasibility study 

• Pahiatua Wastewater Aerator – new project to purchase aerator as the trial 
has proven successful and that we can reduce from 4 aerators down to 1, 
resulting in operational savings. 

6.3.2 Water 

• Dannevirke Water Intake Flow Meter – reduction to budget to reflect more 
appropriate costs 

• Woodville Water Alternate Water Source Resource Consent – deferred, 
prioritisation on Woodville Reservoir Renewal and project rescoping 
required 

• District Water SCADA – increased to allow the project to continue on a plant-
by-plant basis 

7. Financial Strategy Key Issues 

7.1 The 2024/2034 Financial Strategy set Council’s planned approach to financial 
management over the next 10 years, as part of this strategy Council identified five 
strategies it would follow to enable to financial management required for the LTP. 
Response to these how these strategies are being followed in year 2 of the LTP are 
as follows:  

7.1.1 Rates Limit: Council agreed to increase the rates limits to a level that would all 
Council to service the increased debt levels, fund the operational cost increase 
resulting from investment in infrastructure and growth projects and increase cost 
to meet service levels. Rates limit for year 2 was set at <12%, with a proposed 
increase of 11.79%, the proposed rates increase for this annual plan is 7.29%. 
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7.1.2 Dedicated Debt Repayment: Council agreed to continue with the dedicated debt 
repayment programme that was implemented in the 2021/2031 LTP, the 
proposed rates increase includes an additional 2% of debt repayment.  

7.1.3 Borrowing Limits: Council agreed to increase Council’s borrowing limits within the 
LTP, for the proposed Annual Plan Council is within these limits. 

7.1.4 Revenue Sources: Council agreed to continue its strategy of finding alternative 
sources of revenue to maximise external funding where possible. The table below 
shows the mix of Council’s funding sources: 

 



 

Page 220 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 

 

7.1.5 Balanced Budget: Council agreed that it would meet the s100 Local Government 
Act (LGA) balanced budget requirement. In this annual plan Council has meet this 
requirement of being >100% at 118.58%. 

8. Key changes between the Annual Plan and the Long Term Plan 

8.1 Rates Distribution 

8.1.1 Officers have prepared a rates analysis to show the comparison between the 
impact of the rates increase on the different sectors between the current year and 
the final annual plan. This shows the impacts of the increases in the activities of 
Water and Wastewater that primarily effects urban properties. 

As explained in the Annual Plan deliberations report the below table shows a 
different rates percentage change (rates increase is 7.29% this table is showing 
7.1%) this is because the rates analysis completed looks at the impact on 
individual assessments from the current year to that in the annual plan. Some of 
these assessments have had a change in the attributes to its rating unit, e.g. this 
could be from property amalgamation, subdivisions, or services now connected 
that hadn’t had connections before. 

What this means is that the rating model is recalculation what the 2024/2025 
rates would have been for that property if it had been exactly as it is reflected in 
the rating database now and then compares to what that property would pay for 
2025/2026.  

 

8.1.2 UAGC and Rates Cap 

 

 

8.2 Sector Breakdown 

Total Rates

% 

increase

% of Total 

Rates Total Rates

% of Total 

Rates

Rural 22,722,033 6.40% 49.55% 21,353,648 49.86%

Urban 20,010,104 8.70% 43.64% 18,414,350 42.99%

Commercial 3,120,606 1.90% 6.81% 3,061,268 7.15%

Total 45,852,743 7.10% 42,829,267

Current YearAnnual Plan

2026 2025

Plan Actual

UAGC 676.36$      633.65$      

Rates Cap 25.26% 26.04%
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8.3 Rates change distribution in % 

 

8.4 Rates change distribution in dollars 

 

 

8.5 Debt Repayment 

8.5.1 As noted in paragraph 7.1.2 above 
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8.6 Capital Programme 

8.6.1 Total capital expenditure is $50 million compared to $52 million in Year 2 of the 
LTP. Below is the summary of the capital projects by Group of Activities. 

 

8.7 Grants and Subsidies 

8.7.1 Grants and subsidies revenue has decreased from year 2 of the LTP by $649,000 in 
this annual plan. This comprises mainly a reduction in subsidy to be received from 
Cyclone Gabrielle Recovery project ($1.3m) in the roading activity as a result in the 
decrease in this project’s requirements after the completion of works scheduled in 
2024/2025. 

8.8 Operational Costs 

8.8.1 This has increased by $183,000 from Year 2 in the LTP and by $286,000 from the 
current year (2024/2025). This increase is driven by inflation increase which is 
pushing up the price of goods and services, disruptions in the supply chain, 
increases in insurance costs and the ongoing increase in compliance and 
regulations that Local Government must comply with.   

8.9 Funding of Depreciation Costs 

8.9.1 Depreciation costs have decreased from year 2 budgets by $855,000 and 
increased from current year budgets by $91,000. This decrease is made up of two 
items, a decrease in depreciation costs – these are calculated as part of annual 
revaluations of Council’s infrastructure assets, this helps us determine the correct 
level of depreciation we are required to rate for to ensure reserve balances are 
maintained at an appropriate level to allow for assets to be renewed when they 
reach the end of their useful life. The second part of this reduction is that in this 

Long Term 

Plan Year 2 

2025/2026 

$000's

Annual 

Plan 

2025/2026 

$000's

Variance 

$000's

Summary of Capital Projects by Group of Activities

Community & Economic Development 58 - (58)

Community Facilities & Services 3,561 3,709 148

District 3,104 2,342 (762)

Environmental Management 390 865 475

Governance & Community Engagement - - -

Regulatory Compliance - - -

Stormwater Drainage 595 595 -

Transportation 25,418 24,464 (954)

Wastewater 10,749 9,155 (1,594)

Water Supplies 8,506 8,765 259

TOTAL 52,379 49,895 (2,485)
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Annual Plan Council has deferred the “catch up” of un-funding of depreciation 
from year 1 of the LTP. Council has deferred this “catch up” for Community 
Buildings, Stormwater, Wastewater and Water activities. With land rationalisation 
project underway, Council has elected to fund an appropriate amount of 
depreciation to allow for the budgeted renewal programme. This is to ensure 
Council isn’t rating to build up a reserve where Council may no longer hold onto all 
the currently owned community buildings.  

8.9.2 Changes in the funding of depreciation from year 2 of the LTP are as follows: 

 

8.10 Personnel cost 

8.10.1 Personnel cost has increased by $15,000 from year 2 budgets and from the 
previous year $264,000. The increase is due to anticipated market movements and 
change in staff resources. There is an increase of $129,000 or 4.9% on the prior 
year plus in-housing of waste management services of $135,000 or 5.1% on the 
prior year. Note this budget has decreased by $150,000 post consultation, total 
increase from the previous year was $414,000. 

8.11 Finance cost 

8.11.1 Finance cost has decreased by $435,000 from year 2 budgets and decreased by 
$78,000 compared to current year. The decrease is due to change in interest rates 
from 4.71% to 4.2%. 

9. Financial Strategy Limits and Revenue and Financing Compliance 

9.1 Financial Prudence Benchmarks 

9.1.1 The table below displays Council’s planned limit as per the Annual Plan 2025/2026 
against its Quantified Maximum limits set in the Financial Strategy. 

 Activity $ Change 

Community Buildings (412,000) 

Stormwater (157,000) 

Wastewater (421,000) 

Water 141,000 

Total (849,000) 
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9.1.2 Council complies with the rates limits set in the Financial Strategy. 

9.1.3 Council complies with all the debt limits set in the Financial Strategy. The debt 
limit with the least headroom is liquidity. However, this was expected in the 
Financial Strategy. If an unplanned event occurred (such as a major earthquake) 
Council has options to increase its liquidity either through a larger standby loan 
facility, or re-prioritising planned projects if required.  

9.2 Council has also set lower benchmark limits than LGFA (Local Government Funding 
Agency) covenants. The LGFA limit for net debt as a percentage of total revenue is 
<175% compared to Council’s limit of <175%. This allows for future headroom and 
ensures the cost of debt is maintained at an affordable level to ratepayers. 

9.3 See the discussion on the Balanced Budget benchmark in section 11. 

10. Revenue and Financing Policy 

10.1 Council has set funding limits by way of the Revenue and Financing Policy in the 
2024/2034 Long Term Plan. Where Council does not comply with these limits, it 
must formally approve those that fall outside the policy limits. Below is the table 
of the those that fall outside of the rates policy limits 
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Revenue & Financing Policy
Policy 

Maximum Actual

Thriving District
Community & Economic Development

Community Development 100.00% 96.57%

Economic Development 100.00% 99.52%

Improving Our Environment
Environmental Management

District Planning 70.00% 60.40%

Emergency Management 100.00% 100.00%

Waste Management 60.00% 60.00%

Recycling 100.00% 100.00%

Refuse 0.00% 0.00%

Transfer Station 100.00% 38.28%

Stormwater 100.00% 99.80%

Wastewater 100.00% 91.22%

Water Supplies 80.00% 77.73%

Connected Communities
Community Facilities & Services

Animal Management 15.00% 19.65%

Cemeteries 70.00% 74.65%

Community Buildings 95.00% 96.05%

Libraries 100.00% 99.15%

Parks and Reserves 95.00% 91.33%

Pensioner Housing 0.00% 0.00%

Public Conveniences 100.00% 100.00%

Swimming Pools 100.00% 100.00%

Regulatory Compliance
Building Compliance 60.00% 57.69%

Compliance & Monitoring 90.00% 83.63%

Transportation
Footpaths 55.00% 79.02%

Footpaths 55.00% 7.05%

Town Centre Refurbishments 100.00% 100.00%

Roading 40.00% 49.81%

Interactive Council
Governance & Community Engagement

Communication 100.00% 100.00%

Customer Services 100.00% 100.00%

Democracy 100.00% 96.18%

District & Treasury
District & Treasury 100.00% 96.10%

Note: Total revenue excludes capital subsidies
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10.2 Five activities are not currently compliant with the funding splits:  

• Roading – Cyclone recovery funding and increasing depreciation funding 
has meant Council funding splits are non-compliant. Council has increased 
its depreciation funding in the later years of the LTP to build up its reserves 
by an additional $10.5m by year 10 of this LTP. This ensures that Council’s 
depreciation reserves can fund its share of any unbudgeted climate related 
events that cause significant damage to our roading network.  

• Footpaths – as signalled in the LTP (as with Roading), in later years of this 
LTP, depreciation funding is increased in anticipation of growth and cost 
escalation. The reserves will increase by an additional $2m by year 10 of 
this LTP.  

• Community Buildings - In the LTP we have proposed a funding split range 
of 85%-95% for rates. This is our desired funding approach. However, as 
planned we were compliant only in year one. The non-compliance in years 
2 onwards is minor. We are doing the rationalisation of our community 
assets which will help bring us back in line with our desired funding splits 
for this activity 

• Animal Management – the team have worked hard to bring this activity to 
within an 80 / 20 split which is in line with other Councils. To bring this 
activity into an 85 / 15 split would mean Council would need to increase its 
fees and charges by $50,000. We are not recommending any change at this 
time. We will continue to monitor the activity’s performance over the next 
twelve months.  

• Cemeteries – An increase in maintenance costs with tree removal work 
particularly that is required has meant this activity is outside of the funding 
split. If these costs continue to increase in subsequent years it will mean 
that either the fees and charges needs to be reassessed in more detail or 
the policy limits will need to be reassessed in light of the future 
maintenance requirements for tree removal.  

11. Balanced Budget Requirement 

11.1 Section 100(2) of the LGA allows for Council to set projected operating revenue at 
a different level from operating expenses if the local authority resolves that it is 
financially prudent to do so.  

11.2 Council is required to take into account achieving and maintaining level of service 
provision, maintenance of assets and facilities and the equitable allocation of 
funding the provision and maintenance of assets and facilities, when setting an 
unbalanced budget. 

11.3 Council has met the balanced budget requirement. 
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12. Significance Assessment 

12.1 The proposed changes recommended triggered the Council’s Significance and 
Engagement Policy under the criteria: “The degree to which the issue / decision has a 
new financial impact on Council or the rating levels of its communities”  

12.2 Council consulted with the community on the proposed rates increase detailing the 
underlying drivers as per Section 4 of this report. 

13. Conclusion 

13.1 The Annual Plan including the Fees and Charges Schedule for the Annual Plan 
2025/26 are recommended to the Council for adoption.  

 

Attachments 

Nil.   
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Report 

Date : 19 June 2025  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Eleanor Roberts 
Revenue Manager  

Subject : Rates Resolution for 2025-26 Financial Year  

Item No : 10.3 

 

1. Recommendation 

1.1 That the report from the Revenue Manager dated 11 June 2025 concerning the 
Rates Resolution for 2025-26 Financial Year be received. 

1.2 Setting the Rates for the 2025-26 Financial Year 

That the Tararua District Council resolves to set the rates under Section 23 of the 
Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, the due dates for payment under Section 24 
of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 and authorise the addition of 
penalties for unpaid rates under Section 57 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 
2002 for the year commencing on 1 July 2025 and ending on 30 June 2026 as 
follows:   

Please note: 

• All references to sections are to sections of the Local Government (Rating) 
Act 2002. 

• All amounts stated are GST inclusive.  
 

1.3 General Rate 

Pursuant to Section 13(2)(a), a general rate of $0.00202642 per dollar of land 
value per rating unit in the district.  

1.4 Uniform Annual General Charge 

Pursuant to Section 15(1)(a), a uniform annual general charge as a fixed amount 



 

Page 230 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 

of $676.36 per rating unit in the district. 

1.5 Libraries Targeted Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate as a fixed amount of 
$221.50 per rating unit in the district. 

1.6 Swimming Pools Targeted Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate as a fixed amount of 
$131.29 per rating unit in the district. 

1.7 Specified Services Targeted Rate - Urban 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate as a rate in the dollar 
of land value for all rating units in the urban category of $0.00004822 per dollar 
of land value. 

1.8 Specified Services Targeted Rate – Industrial/Commercial – Rural 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate as a rate in the dollar 
of land value for all rating units in the industrial/commercial rural category of 
$0.00072271 per dollar of capital value. 

1.9 Specified Serv ices Targeted Rate – Industrial/Commercial – Urban 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate as a rate in the dollar 
of capital value for all rating units in the industrial/commercial urban category 
of $0.00095328 per dollar of capital value. 

1.10 Recycling Targeted Differential Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(b), a targeted rate, set on all rating units 
in the district on a differential basis as an amount per rating unit for the 
different categories of land as follows: 

Rural rating units    $  57.89 

Urban rating units   $187.61 

Industrial/Commercial rating units $277.60 

1.11 Kerbside Recycling Targeted Differential Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(b), a targeted rate, for the different 
categories of land as follows: 

Urban rating units – an amount of $86.47 per separately used or inhabitable 
part of a rating unit for urban rating units where the kerbside collection 
service is available. 

Industrial/Commercial rating units – an amount of $86.47 per separately 
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used or inhabitable part of a rating unit for Industrial/Commercial rating 
units where the kerbside collection service is available. 

1.12 Roading Rate - District-wide 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate as a uniform rate in 
the dollar of $0.00087116 per dollar of land value per rating unit in the district. 

1.13 Roading Rate – Fixed Rate Differential  

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(b), a targeted rate, set on all rating units 
in the district on a differential basis as an amount per rating unit for the 
different categories of rateable land as follows: 

Rural rating units    $242.75 

Urban rating units   $ 36.41 

Industrial/Commercial rating units  $ 96.07 

1.14 Roading Land Value Differential Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(b), a targeted rate, set on all rating units 
in the district on a differential basis as an amount per $1,000 of land value for 
the different categories of land as follows: 

 Dairy     $0.40076493 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Forestry    $1.38455120 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Farming (non-dairy)     $0.14321570 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Industrial              $0.69635894 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Commercial             $0.31611031 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Residential            $0.01991873 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Lifestyle             $0.04680902 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Other             $0.62265963 per $1,000 Land Value 

 Mining             $1.47916518 per $1,000 Land Value 

1.15 Dannevirke Town Centre Refurbishment Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate, set of a fixed amount 
of $2.39 per rating unit on every rating unit in the district where a Lump Sum 
Contribution has not been elected under Part 4A comprising Sections 117A to 
117N and Schedule 3A and paid in full.  



 

Page 232 Meeting of Tararua District Council – 25 June 2025 

1.16 District Town Centre Refurbishment Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(a) and 16(4)(a), a targeted rate, set of a fixed amount 
of $59.42 per rating unit on every rating unit in the district. 

1.17 Water Supply Targeted Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(b), a targeted rate set differently as 
follows: 

• An amount of $1,071.56 per separately used or inhabitable part of a 
rating unit which is connected to a Council operated water supply and 
which is not metered and charged on a volumetric basis. 

• An amount of $535.78 on every rating unit where an ordinary supply is 
available but is not connected, and which is not metered and charged on 
a volumetric basis. 

1.18 Volumetric Water Charges - Metered Rate 

Rates for metered supply pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and Sections 16(4)(a), and 
19(2)(b) as follows: 

All rating units that are metered and charged for volumetric supply 

• A targeted rate charged quarterly of $267.89 per rating unit 

All extraordinary users  

 For supply in excess of 80 cubic metres supplied during each consecutive 
three month period per separately used or inhabitable part of a rating 
unit a volumetric rate of $5.00 per m3. 

All large volume users 

For supply of more than 2,000 cubic metres per quarter per separately used 
or inhabitable part of a rating unit a volumetric rate of $2.60 per m3. 

1.19 Pongaroa Water Rate 

Pursuant to Section 19(2)(a), a targeted rate as an amount of $142.09 per unit of 
water supplied from the Pongaroa Rural Water Supply. 

1.20 Wastewater Targeted Rate (excluding educational establishments, multiple unit 
residential properties and properties charged trade waste fees) 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(b), a targeted rate, set on a differential 
basis for wastewater as follows: 

• An amount of $1,057.12 per separately used or inhabited part of a rating 
unit connected to a Council operated wastewater system, and 

• An amount of $528.56 on every rating unit where wastewater is available 
but is not connected. 

1.21 Wastewater multiple use (pan charge rate) - excluding educational 
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establishments and multi-use residential properties 

• On every connected rating unit with 4 or more water closets/urinals 
(except for educational establishments and multi-use residential 
properties), an amount of $352.34 for each water closet or urinal 
excluding the first 3, and excluding any in addition to 12. 

• Note: A rating unit used primarily as a residence for one household will be 
treated as having only one water closet/urinal. 

1.22 Wastewater Rate - educational establishments and multi-unit residential 
properties 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a), for educational establishments and 
multi-unit residential properties a targeted uniform rate of $1,057.12 on each 
water closet/urinal connected to the urban wastewater system. 

Educational establishments are as defined under Schedule 1, Clause 6 of the 
Local Government (Rating) Act 2002. 

1.23 Urban Stormwater Targeted Rate 

Pursuant to Sections 16(3)(b) and 16(4)(a), a targeted uniform rate of $228.69 
per rating unit on every rating unit in the Tararua District stormwater drainage 
area. 

1.24 Due Date for Payment of Rates 

All rates (except metered water rates) for the year ending on 30 June 2026 will 
be assessed in four equal instalments, which will become due and payable on the 
following due dates: 

Instalment  Due date  Instalment period  

Instalment 1  31 August 2025 1 July 2025 to 30 September 2025 

Instalment 2  30 November 2025  1 October 2025 to 31 December 2025 

Instalment 3  28 February 2026 1 January 2026 to 31 March 2026 

Instalment 4  31 May 2026 1 April 2026 to 30 June 2026  

 
Charges for metered water rates for the year ending on 30 June 2026 will be 

assessed in four instalments on meter readings, which will become due and payable 

on the following due dates: 

Instalment Meters Read Due date 

Instalment 1   1 September 2025 20 October 2025 

Instalment 2 1 December 2025 20 January 2026 
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Instalment 3 1 March 2026 20 April 2026 

Instalment 4 1 June 2026 20 July 2026 

  

1.25 Penalties 

That Council resolves pursuant to Section 57 and Section 58 to authorise the 
following penalties to be added on unpaid rates: 
 
For all rates other than water metered rates: 

a) A penalty under Section 58(1)(a) of 10 percent on so much of any instalment 
that has been assessed after 1 July 2025 and which is unpaid by the relevant 
due date stated in 1.24 for payment, to be applied on the relevant penalty 
date as follows: 

 

Instalment Due Date Rates Penalty Date 

31 August 2025 2 September 2025 

30 November 2025 2 December 2025 

28 February 2026 3 March 2026 

31 May 2026 2 June 2026 

 

b) A penalty under Section 58(1)(b) of 10 percent on so much of any rates 
assessed before 1 July 2025 which remain unpaid on 8 July 2025 (Arrears 
penalty).  The penalty will be added on 11 July 2025. 

 
c) A penalty under Section 58(1)(c) of 10 percent on so much of any rates to 

which a penalty has been added under (b) above which remain unpaid on 
8 January 2026 (Arrears penalty).  The penalty will be added on 12 January 
2026. 
 
 
 

For water metered rates 

d) A penalty under Section 58(1)(a) of 10 percent on so much of any water 
metered rates that remain unpaid after the due date for the relevant 
instalment stated in 1.24. 
 
The scheduled dates to add the penalties to the unpaid water metered rates 
are as at the following dates: 
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Instalment Due Date Water Metered Penalty 
Date 

20 October 2025 22 October 2025 

20 January 2026 23 January 2026 

20 April 2026 22 April 2026 

20 July 2026 22 July 2026 

 

 

 

2. Reason for the Report 

2.1 This report places before Council the necessary resolution to enable it to set the 
rates, due dates for payment and authorise the addition of penalties for the 2025-
26 financial year. 

3. Background 

3.1 Following the adoption of the Annual Plan 2025-26, Council is now required to 
adopt the rates resolution for the 2025-26 financial year to fund Council activities 
for the year.   

4. Discussion 

4.1 The setting of the 2025-26 rates is consistent with the Revenue and Financing 
Policy adopted as part of the 2025-26, and the Funding Impact Statement adopted 
in the Annual Plan 2025-26.  

4.2 The adoption of the rates resolution will enable Council to fund the activities as 
set out in the adopted Annual Plan 2025-26.  

4.3 The Council considered community views during its engagement on the Annual 
Plan 2025-26, and the Council’s deliberations following that engagement is 
reflected in the recommendations contained in this report.  More information on 
the Council’s deliberations can be found in the agenda and minutes for the Council 
meeting on 4 June 2025. 

4.4 Given the earlier deliberations, the options for the Council in relation to the rate 
setting decision are necessarily limited to setting the rates as recommended, or 
not setting the rates as recommended.  Setting the rates as proposed is consistent 
with the Council’s decisions in the Annual Plan 2025-26.  Not setting the rates as 
proposed would have the effect that the rates could not be assessed and invoiced 
in accordance with the timeframes indicated in this report, impose significant 
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administrative burden and cashflow constrains, impacting Council’s ability to 
deliver on Year 2 outcomes. 

5. Statutory Requirements 

5.1 Under the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, Council must set rates and due 
dates for payment of rates for any particular year by passing a resolution of 
Council.  

5.2 This paper sets out the resolutions necessary to enable Council to set the rates 
under Section 23 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002, the due dates for 
payment under Section 24 of the Local Government (Rating) Act 2002 and 
authorise the addition of penalties for unpaid rates under Section 57 of the Local 
Government (Rating) Act 2002 for the year commencing on 1 July 2025 and ending 
on 30 June 2026. 

6. Significance Assessment 

6.1 The rates resolution is not significant in terms of Council’s policy on significance 
and engagement policy and does not require the use of public consultation.  

7. Conclusion 

7.1  The Tararua District Council is required to set rates and due dates for any 
particular year by passing a resolution once it has adopted the Annual Plan. 
Adopting the recommendations outlined in this report will fulfil these 
requirements and meet Council’s statutory obligations.  

 

Attachments 

Nil.   
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Report 

Date : 16 June 2025  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Allie Dunn 
Manager - Democracy Services  

Subject : Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members  

Item No : 10.4 

 

1. Recommendation 

1.1 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 16 June 2025 
concerning the Election Campaigning - Protocols for Current Elected Members be 
received. 

 

 

2. Reason for the Report 

2.1 To provide information for the Council on protocols for elected members seeking 
re-election.  

3. Background 

3.1 The local body elections will be held on 11 October 2025.  

3.2 The period leading up to an election is a time of high interest from members of the 
public, media and candidates for the election, and there will be added scrutiny on 
current elected members that decide to seek-re-election.  

3.3 There are protocols that exist to provide guidance to assist current elected 
members to balance their dual role as an elected member and as a candidate 
seeking election, and these are outlined in this report.  

3.4 The “pre-election period” referred to in guidance refers to the three-month period 
leading up to election day, that is from 11 July 2025 to 11 October 2025.  
However, note that the protocols outlined in this report are applicable at all times.  
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4. Considerations 

4.1 The following is a summary of the protocols that are discussed in more detail in 
this report: 

• If you are standing for re-election, you must clearly and transparently 
differentiate between activities conducted as an incumbent elected member 
(e.g. business as usual activities) and activities conducted while campaigning 
for re-election.  

• Resources owned by the Council and made available to you should only be 
used for Council purposes. The use of Council resources for election 
purposes is unacceptable. This includes Council-owned computers, mobile 
phones, social media channels, email addresses, publications, logo and 
branding, Council-taken photos. 

• There can be no campaigning or electioneering in Council Chambers, in 
Council, Committee or Community Board meetings, or on Council premises 
(except for those venues available for public hire).  

• Council-run social media accounts are considered Council resources and 
must remain politically neutral.  

4.2 Continuation of Council Business 

The normal business of Council continues during the pre-election period. 
Incumbents seeking re-election must balance and differentiate between these 
two roles.  

Leading up to the election, the Mayor and Councillors continue to have the right 
and responsibility to govern and to make decisions.  For Community Board 
members, they continue to have the responsibilities for their role of 
representation and advocacy and undertaking the roles delegated to them by the 
Council.  

However, all elected members need to be mindful of the increased level of media 
and public scrutiny during this period and make a clear and transparent distinction 
between your activities as an elected member and your activities as a candidate.  

4.3 Use of Council Resources 

A local authority must not promote, nor be perceived to promote, the re-election 
prospects of a sitting member. The use of Council resources for re-election is 
unacceptable.  

Council would be directly promoting an incumbent’s re-election prospects if it 
allowed incumbent elected members to use Council resources explicitly for 
campaign purposes.  This includes all Council communications facilities (such as 
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Council branding, stationery and postage, social media channels and 
communication devices).  

To remove any perception that the Council is helping incumbents to promote their 
re-election prospects over other candidates, it is usual practice to restrict Council 
communications during the pre-election period to ensure regular columns in local 
media are limited to what is strictly necessary to communicate current Council 
business.  Comments or quotations from the Mayor or Chairpersons may continue 
to be used in media releases setting out the Council’s position on an issue (for 
example where a decision has been made at a Council or committee meeting) with 
officers commenting on or issuing media releases if necessary. 

Your contact information currently published on the Council’s website will still be 
available so your constituents can continue to contact you about Council business.  
However, for elected members that have a Council-supplied email address or 
mobile phone, these cannot be used for electioneering purposes.  If you are 
contacted by someone on either of these channels, you must reply from your 
personal email address or your personal mobile phone.  Care needs to be taken by 
councillors that claim the allowances for mobile phone or telephone/toll charges 
that any election/campaign related use is not being subsidised by the Council-paid 
allowance.  

4.4 Social Media 

Council’s social media channels are Council resources and must remain politically 
neutral during the election. Elected members seeking re-election must not 
comment on, share or otherwise use Council social media channels for 
electioneering.  

Council’s social media channels will remain neutral at all times. Council will 
promote elections and the importance of voting but will not associate these posts 
with any candidates.   

For the period leading up to the election: 

• Council’s social media channels cannot be used for electioneering by 
candidates or members of the public – these channels will be constantly 
monitored and strictly enforced 

• Any post – positive or negative – made by any individual specifically relating 
to their own or someone else’s nomination, intention to run for Council, or 
election campaign, will be removed 

• Council’s social media channels will remain neutral. Council will promote 
elections and the importance of voting but will not associate these posts 
with any candidates 

• Council’s social media channels will unlike / unfollow all candidate social 
media channels 
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• Candidates must not link their own social media channels (if they are used 
for campaigning purposes) to the Council’s social media channels.  

• Remember that candidate social media channels must contain the 
appropriate authorisation – under section 113-115 of the Local Electoral Act 
2001 all election advertising, using any media, including social media, must 
identify the person under whose authority they have been produced.  This 
means each advertising item such as posters, adverts, signs, billboards, 
flyers, vehicle signage, websites, Facebook pages must include a statement 
saying that it is authorised by the candidate or agent e.g. “authorised by Jo 
Citizen, 20 Main Street, Tinseltown.” This authorisation must be clearly 
visible on any campaigning material including signs and billboards.  It must 
be included on every item of campaigning material. 

• Council’s social media posts and campaigning – how does it work? 

• No posting on Council pages / accounts 

• No comments / replies on Council pages 

• No mentions with a tag (e.g. @TararuaDistrictCouncil) 

• No picture tagging 

• No rating or reviewing Council pages or posts 

• YES – you can take a Council post and send to your audience with 
comments. 

• Note it is illegal to post a photo of your completed voting paper on 
Facebook. 

4.5 Availability of Information 

Elected members will have access to the information they need to discharge their 
roles as incumbents and their Council contact information will still be publicly 
available. However, Council officers will not provide assistance with 
electioneering activities.  

You will continue to be supported in your role as an incumbent elected member. 
However, information requests should be clearly related to Council business and 
not for re-election purposes.  

Information requests for election purposes are welcome. However, these need to 
be made via the official channels for making requests for official information and 
will be responded to in accordance with the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987.  The Tararua District Council is committed to promoting 
openness and transparency in its dealings and makes a large amount of 
information available through our website. 

However, if you cannot find the information you want, please contact us by: 

• Phoning our Customer Service Team: 06 374 4080 (north) or 06 376 
0110 (south) 
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• Asking in person at our Customer Service Centres 

• Emailing: info@tararuadc.govt.nz 

• Posting your request to: Manager - Democracy Services, Tararua 
District Council, PO Box 115, Dannevirke 4942 

Where the Council supplies information that is not already in the public domain to 
a candidate, the Council will consider the broader interest in this information 
alongside the requirement that Council resources are not used to give an electoral 
advantage to any candidate, and at its discretion will make this information 
available to all other candidates.  

5. Conclusion 

5.1 The purpose of this report is to provide guidance to any elected member 
contemplating seeking re-election, to ensure you are informed about the need to 
keep your business-as-usual role as an elected representative, separate from your 
additional role as a candidate seeking re-election. 

5.2 For any elected member seeking re-election, it is the individual’s responsibility to 
ensure that your behaviour falls within these guidelines.  

5.3 If you are unsure as to whether a particular action or request is in breach of these 
protocols, you are encouraged to seek advice from the Electoral Officer (Warwick 
Lampp of electionz.com) or Deputy Electoral Officer (Allie Dunn, Tararua District 
Council via elections@tararuadc.govt.nz) 

 

 

Attachments 

Nil.   

  

mailto:elections@tararuadc.govt.nz
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Report 

Date : 18 June 2025  

To : Mayor and Councillors 
Tararua District Council  

From : Allie Dunn 
Manager - Democracy Services  

Subject : Requests for Information under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987  

Item No : 10.5 

 

1. Recommendation 

1.1 That the report from the Manager - Democracy Services dated 11 June 2025 
concerning the Requests for Information under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987 be received.  

 

2. Reason for the Report 

2.1 To provide information on the requests for information received under the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.  

3. Background 

3.1 The Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 makes 
provision for public access to Council information.  

3.2 The Act also details requirements for how Council must deal with any requests for 
access to information that it holds.  

3.3 Each month a report is provided to Council on the requests received.  This report 
details a list of requests received over the preceding month to date, timelines 
associated with the requests, and the subject matter of the requests.  
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4. Discussion 

4.1 Following are tables that detail requests that were received from the start of the 
preceding two months up to the date of completing the report. Under the Privacy 
Act 2020, details and information relating to individuals have been withheld.  

Resolved Requests  

Received Responded # Days Requester Subject 

4/04/2025 4/04/2025 0 Mackenzie 
District Council 

User Pays Toilets 

4/04/2025 1/05/2025 16 Innvex Limited  Landfill locations and 
status  

4/04/2025 6/05/2025 19 Individual Development of targeted 
rates 

7/04/2025 9/04/2025 2 Individual Information Request Data 

11/04/2025 1/05/2025 11 Individual Loan provided to Pukaha 
National Wildlife Centre 
dated 30 October 2021 

13/04/2025 13/05/2025 18 Individual Consents, communications 
and complaints re metal 
crushing operation at 67 
Mangahao Road Pahiatua 

16/04/2025 1/05/2025 8 Individual Alphabetical Bias in Local 
Elections 

17/04/2025 17/04/2025 0 Inland 
Revenue 
Department 

Information on invoices 
raised by named person 

29/04/2025 20/05/2025 15 HAIL Magazine 
Charitable 
Trust 

Information on Mobility 
Parking Spaces 

30/04/2025 28/05/2025 20 Rapidqs Information on Mayors 
and Chief Executives 
expenses 

3/05/2025 5/05/2025 0 Individual Information on review of 
representation 
arrangements 
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Received Responded # Days Requester Subject 

12/05/2025 10/06/2025 20 Individual Relocation of Council 
Chambers and Office 
Space 

12/05/2025 30/05/2025 14 Tomlinson and 
Curruthers 

Date that Herbert Street 
Eketāhuna was formed 
and any related 
agreement with Kiwirail 

13/05/2025 16/05/2025 3 Individual Cost of capital works for 
fluoridation of Dannevirke 
Water Supply, ongoing 
costs, and supplier of HFA 

13/05/2025 15/05/2025 2 Individual Cost of removing Beech 
tree in the square of 
Pahiatua, name of arborist 
and cost of arborist 

18/05/2025 19/05/2025 0 Individual Information on peer 
review of specialist reports 
re Pahiatua Windfarm 

20/05/2025 12/06/2025 16 Mahea NZ Ltd Reasons for declining 
resource consent 
applications 

20/05/2025 12/06/2025 16 Couch 
Harlowe 
Kovacevich 

All information regard LT 
464926 

20/05/2025 22/05/2025 2 Individual Further request for 
information on peer 
review of specialist reports 
re Pahiatua Windfarm 

26/05/2025 26/05/2025 0 Individual Assets, income, liabilities 
and expenses for year 
ended 30 June 2025 

27/05/2025 3/06/2025 4 Wai Splash Costings and estimates for 
33 York Street Property 

28/05/2025 30/05/2025 2 Tararua 
Community 
Law 

Privacy Request - Disputed 
Rates Debt (2017-2024) 
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Received Responded # Days Requester Subject 

28/05/2025 30/05/2025 2 Tararua 
Community 
Law 

Privacy Request - Disputed 
Rates Debt (2017-2024) 

29/05/2025 30/05/2025 1 Individual TDC $1m loan to Pukaha 
National Wildlife Centre 

03/06/2025 4/06/2025 1 Individual Request to speak in public 
forum re establishing 
community boards in 
Pahiatua and Woodville 

05/06/2025 5/06/2025  0 Business 
Connect 
Support 

Council fees 2025 for Food 
Business Registration and 
Alcohol Licensing 

9/06/2025 16/06/2025 5 Tararua 
Community 
Law 

Privacy Request - Disputed 
Rates Debt (2017-2024) 

9/06/2025 16/06/2025 5 Tararua 
Community 
Law 

Privacy Request - Disputed 
Rates Debt (2017-2024) 

9/06/2025 16/06/2025 5 Tararua 
Community 
Law 

Privacy Request - Disputed 
Rates Debt (2017-2024) 

16/06/2025 16/06/2025 0 Stuff  TDC and Pūkaha Mount 
Bruce Trust/Pūkaha 
National Wildlife Centre 
information (Jan 2021-
June 2024) 

17/06/2025 18/06/2025 1 Physicians and 
Scientists for 
Global 
Responsibility 

Gene Technology Bill 
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Requests pending response 

There are currently six open requests pending response.  

Received Responded # 
Days 

Requester Subject 

26/05/2025 
 

  Individual Total cost for Group 
Representatives to attend the 
Asset Management Excellence 
Awards in May 2025 

30/05/2025 
 

  Individual Birch North Forest 

02/06/2025 
 

  Individual A complete list of all roads 
within the jurisdiction of your 
agency, as a Road Controlling 
Authority (RCA) 

04/06/2025 
 

  Taxpayers 
Union 

Ratepayers Report 2023/2024 
for financial year 

08/06/2025 
 

  Individual Water Testing 

16/06/2025 
 

  Individual Process for holding public 
meetings in the Tararua 
District 
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Status of Requests Received and Timelines for Response 

The following graph provides a snapshot of the status of requests received and 
timelines for response, for the period covered by this report.  

 

Statistics for Calendar Years 2023 and 2024 Comparative Data for 2025 to date 

4.2 The following graph provides statistics relating to the requests for information 
processed during the year 1 January to date, compared against statistics for the 
previous two calendar years.    
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Assignment of LGOIMA Requests by Team 

4.3 Each request for information is reviewed on receipt, and then assigned to the 
relevant team in Council to provide the information requested.  

4.4 The following chart shows the spread of LGOIMA requests by the Activity the 
request relates to for the 2025 calendar year to date: 

 

Proactive Release and Publishing of Local Government Official Information 

4.5 Proactive publishing of official information is an opportunity for Council to 
increase the transparency and accountability of its operations.  The Office of the 
Ombudsman strongly encourages Councils to engage in effective proactive release 
of official information, and proactive release is in line with the purpose of the 
Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987, which requires that 
information shall be made available unless there is good reason to withhold it.  

4.6 Many of the requests for information responded to by Council could have an 
element of public interest, which means it would be appropriate to publish the 
information via Council’s website when the information is released.  For example, 
where there is a level of interest in the information, such as numerous requests 
for similar or related information. Also, whether public interest considerations 
such as transparency and accountability would be served by publication of the 
information.  

4.7 Processes for proactively releasing information include the redaction of any 
personally identifying information from the request prior to publication.   
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4.8 The template used for acknowledging receipt of LGOIMA requests includes advice 
for the requester that their request and the response would be published on 
Council’s website, and that any personal identifying information would be 
redacted from both the request and the response to ensure compliance with the 
Privacy Act 2020.  

4.9 The proactive release of LGOIMA requests started from 1 July 2024.  The 
information released can be viewed on Council’s website, from the following page: 

https://www.tararuadc.govt.nz/publications/information-requests-proactive-
release 

Multiple Requests from Individual 

4.10 In 2024 we started receiving multiple requests from one individual, which saw a 
rise in the amount of officer time that needed to be diverted from their day-to-day 
responsibilities, to providing answers to the questions being asked.  

4.11 Over 2024, one individual was responsible for 22.45% of the total number of 
requests for information processed in 2024 (33 out of 147 requests for 2024).  

4.12 The Office of the Ombudsman provides guidance on dealing with multiple 
requests for information from a single person, allowing officers to consider 
aggregating multiple requests, and dealing with these as if they were a single 
request for information.  The guidance also includes processes for charging for the 
provision of the information being requested, in order to recoup a portion of the 
costs incurred by the Council in providing the information being sought.  

4.13 Due to the number of requests being received, this process was followed and the 
requester advised accordingly.  

4.14 In 2025, there have been five requests from this multiple requester to date.  

5. Statutory Requirements 

5.1 The statutory requirements associated with access to local authority information, 
and the procedures for dealing with requests received for information held by 
local authorities, is set out in Parts 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the Local Government 
Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.  

5.2 There are also requirements within the Privacy Act 2020 and the Information 
Privacy Principles within that Act to comply with.  

5.3 As part of the requirements for providing access to local authority information, the 
Act sets out timeframes for: 

• Making a decision on whether to grant a request and communicate that 
decision; 

https://www.tararuadc.govt.nz/publications/information-requests-proactive-release
https://www.tararuadc.govt.nz/publications/information-requests-proactive-release
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• Making the requested information available, which can be at a later date, 
after the decision to grant has been made; 

• Transferring all or part of a request to another agency; 

• Extending timeframes for both transferring a request, and making a decision 
and communicating it. 

5.4 The Office of the Ombudsman also publishes a Guide to assist local authorities in 
recognising and responding to requests for information.  The processes outlined in 
this Guide are followed by officers in responding to requests.  

6. Conclusion 

6.1 This report presents data relating to requests for information under the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 that have been received 
from 1 April 2025 to 18 June 2025.  

 

 

Attachments 

Nil.  
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